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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
February 3, 2014 

Laketown Township Hall 
4338 Beeline Road 
Holland, MI, 49423 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT:  Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Blaine Koops, Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, 
Kurt Dykstra, Terry Hofmeyer, Skip Keeter (for Jerry Hunsburger), Kevin Klynstra, John 
Lanum, Al Myaard, Vince Bush (for Terry Nienhuis), Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Greg 
Chandler, Jim Camenga, Travis Williams, Doug Vredeveld, Greg Holcombe 
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 
introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. TeSlaa to 
approve the November 25, 2013 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
 
II. PRESENTATION: FY13 AUDIT REPORT - Mr. Vredeveld provided an 
overview of the FY13 audit.  He noted that it was a clean audit with no findings.   He asked if 
any members had questions on the report.  There were no questions.  A motion to accept the 
FY2013 Audit report as information was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. 
Keeter.  Motion carried.  Mr. Bulthuis thanked Mr. Chris Bown, MACC’s accountant, for his 
diligent work that results in the type of report received today.    

 
III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

 
A.       Project Clarity Funding Proposal - Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Mr.  

Bulthuis described the funding proposal developed by the Executive Committee related to how 
the nine townships and cities in the MACC area could financially participate in Project 
Clarity.  He noted the Executive Committee sought to develop a proposal that was achievable, 
practical and equitable.  The proposal being recommended seeks to raise $3M over five years.  
This target amount is 25% of the overall $12M target being sought by Clarity.     The formula 
utilizes an assessment based on a jurisdiction’s miles of Lake Macatawa frontage as well as a 
per capita assessment.  The per capita assessment is $3.25 and $9.00 for frontage and non-
frontage jurisdictions respectively.  The frontage assessment was $12,500/mile.  The 
recommended formula results in frontage jurisdictions contributing approximately 70% of the 
$3M.  Mr. Bulthuis emphasized that the amounts requested are significant and that a time 
period longer than five years may be needed to fulfill the commitment.  He also noted that 
funding will be sought from other local, state and federal entities.  Considerable discussion 
followed with members providing comments on the proposal.  Mr. Bulthuis requested that 
members take the recommendation back to their boards/councils for discussion.  He asked that 
MACC/ODCMG staff be invited to participate in the review of the proposal so that they can 
receive feedback and answer questions. It is hoped this review process can be accomplished in 
the next 60-120 days. 
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B.   Watershed Project Updates – Ms. Goward provided a brief overview of the 

Watershed Annual meeting that was held in December. Hope College students gave research 
presentations, volunteers were recognized, and the Holland Board of Public Works was 
awarded the Watershed Stakeholder of the Year Award. Ms. Goward shared that a lot of the 
watershed activities will be focusing on the stormwater committee and working with the MS4 
Phase II permittees to help them prepare for their new permits. Updates are needed to existing 
documents and new documents must be created to fulfill the obligations of good housekeeping 
and pollution prevention. The SAW grant is still pending and would help to pay for some of 
these activities. Finally, Ms. Goward provided a brief overview of other activities, including 
work that she and Ms. Ulstad are doing with schools and a list of upcoming meeting dates. 
Flyers were provided for a couple of these meetings. 

 
IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  
 

A. FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment - Mr.  
Bulthuis directed Committee member’s attention to the memo contained in the agenda packet, 
as well as the memo sent via email, that detailed amendments being sought to the 2014, 2015, 
2016 and 2017 programs of the FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program.  Upon  
reviewing those documents, it was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Hofmeyer 
to amend the 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 programs of the MACC’s FY2014-2017 
Transportation Improvement Program as detailed in the staff memos related to this 
topic dated January 20 and January 28, 2014.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bulthuis directed committee member’s attention to the staff memo dated January 20 which 
described projects being proposed to receive Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality funding in 
fiscal years 2018 and 2019.  He noted that the target funding amount for each year is 
$464,000.  Upon further review it was moved by Mr. Dykstra and supported by Mr. 
Keeter to add the projects/programs recommended to receive FY2018 and FY2019  
Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality funding as outlined in the staff memo dated January 
20, to the FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program’s Illustrative List with 
the intention that they will be incorporated into the FY2017-2020 Transportation 
Improvement Program when it is developed.  Motion carried.        
 

B. Roads and Risks Reserve Funding - Mr. Bulthuis stated that the state  
legislature had allocated $230 million in the FY14 budget to an account entitled Roads and 
Risk Reserve Fund (RRR).  He noted that in late December a number of state and local 
projects had been identified to receive funding from this program.  Mr. Bulthuis was pleased to 
announce that $1,000,000 in RRR funding had been allocated to the reconstruction of 
Washington Avenue (Fairview-Arbor Ln.) in the City of Zeeland and $750,000 for resurfacing 
16th Street (Waverly-Quarterline Rd) in the City of Holland.  He noted that there will likely be 
another round of funding from the RRR fund.  In response to that possibility MACC road 
agencies have submitted nearly $5M in project nominations. 
 

C. MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan: Review of Draft Goals 
and Objectives – Ms. Hoekwater reminded the MACC Policy Committee 

that as a result of MAP-21, our national surface transportation legislation which passed in July 
2012, there is a stronger emphasis on performance-driven, outcome approach planning. Elisa 
reviewed the goals and objectives proposed for the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP), which are the foundation upon which all of the transportation planning activities are 
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based. The staff memorandum provides details on the following elements of the 2040 LRTP:  
the integration of land use/transportation through local comprehensive planning; economic and 
financial elements; efficiency; land use and environmental impacts; accessibility and mobility; 
safety; and security.  The Policy Committee discussed performance measures regarding safety 
and asked staff to confirm the extent to which safety standards will be required by MAP-21. 
While certain planning objectives are helpful as guidelines to assess performance, it is unclear 
whether a certain reduction in collisions must be specified. Staff will convey concerns to the 
MACC Technical Committee and clarify actions required at the regional level. Language will 
be modified, as needed to reflect MAP-21 requirements.  It was moved by Mr. Klynstra and 
supported by Mr. Storey, to approve the goals and objectives as presented in the staff 
memo dated January 20, 2014 for use in the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. The 
motion carried. 

 
D. MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan: Review of 2040 

Socioeconomic Data – Ms. Hoekwater reviewed the 2040 estimates for  
population, households and employment for the MACC area.  Several sources of information 
were used to generate the 2040 forecasts, including REMI data (Prepared by the University of 
Michigan – Institute for Research on Labor, Employment, and the Economy); W.E. Upjohn 
Institute for Employment Research; and CommunityViz planning analysis software run by 
Placeways, LLC.   The 2040 socioeconomic data will be used in the travel demand modeling 
that will occur as part of the LRTP development process.  It was moved by Mr. TeSlaa 
supported by Mr. Baumann, to approve the 2040 socioeconomic data as presented in the 
staff memo dated January 20, 2014. The motion carried. 
 

E. Review of FY 2013 Listing of Obligated Projects - MACC staff reviewed  
a list of projects that received $24.6 M in federal funding in the FY 2013, and thanked all of 
the implementing agencies for completing this work and making FY 2013 so successful.  It 
was moved by Mr. Storey supported by Mr. Bush to authorize staff to release the final 
FY 2013 obligated project list to the public.  Motion carried. 
 

F. WESTRAIN Update – Ms. Hoekwater gave an update on Pere Marquette  
ridership during FY 2013, noting that though there was a slight decrease in the number of 
people at the Holland Station, it is still one of the busiest stations on the line and over the last 
10 years overall ridership numbers are steadily increasing.   MACC Policy Committee 
members were reminded of an upcoming stakeholder meeting being hosted by the Westrain 
Collaborative in Holland. 
 

G. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum reported that $115 Million 
in funds were approved by the state legislature to be added to the reserve funds project. The 
money has not yet been allocated to specific projects.  
 
V.  ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 
 

A.  Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported that current revenues are 
at 30.3% and expenses at 13.4% 
 

B.  MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the 
Executive Committee Reports were included in the agenda packet. He then opened the floor to 
questions – no comments or questions were made.  
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No comments were made by the public.  
 

   VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
A. Host Member: Terry Hofmeyer thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

In the interest of time, he did not make any further comments  
 

B. Other Members – Mr. Storey referred to a resolution from the Allegan 
County Board of Commissioners that was distributed at the meeting.  He noted the resolution 
calls for all measures to be taken to improve the safety in the area of 196/M40 interchange in 
the aftermath of yet another fatality.  Any assistance from the MACC would be appreciated. 

  
VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 
noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on February 24, 2014, 
12:00 p.m. in Zeeland Charter Township. There being no further business it was moved by 
Mr. Dykstra and supported by Mr. Klynstra to adjourn. Motion carried.  

 
The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, February 24, 2014 
12:00 noon at 

Zeeland Charter Township Hall 
6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, MI, 49464 


