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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
February 24, 2014 

Zeeland Township Hall 
6582 Byron Road 

Zeeland, MI, 49464 
12:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Hannes Meyers Jr., Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Joe Baumann, 
Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Kurt Dykstra, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, 
John Lanum, Al Myaard, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, 
Annette Manwell, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, Amanda Price, Rod Denning  
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 
introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Baumann and supported by Mr. Klynstra to 
approve the February 3, 2014 (January policy reschedule date) meeting minutes as 
presented. Motion carried.  
 
II. PRESENTATION: Urban Tree Canopy Assessment Report - Rod Denning, 
Research Associate at the GVSU Annis Water Resources Institute, attended the meeting to 
present the results of urban tree canopy assessments that were completed for the Cities of 
Holland and Zeeland in 2013. The project had two goals: to quantify the urban canopy and 
assign a monetary value on the ecosystem services provided by the tree canopy. The 
assessment was completed using aerial photography and Geographic Information Systems 
tools. Some field work was completed to verify the GIS assessment. Overall, the City of 
Holland has 24% urban tree canopy and Zeeland has 19%. The assessment included 
identifying locations where additional canopy could be added. Ecosystem services that were 
valued included CO2 storage and air quality improvements. The results of the assessments 
were published in atlases that were provided to each city and the MACC. 

 
III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES – Ms. Goward gave an 
overview of current school partnerships and presentations that have been given to school 
classrooms. The MACC is currently hosting an intern from West Ottawa High School and is 
working with Riley Street Middle School (Hudsonville) on a project based learning program to 
develop stormwater education projects. She provided an overview of the NOAA Coastal 
Storms Program grant that will be submitted by March 21. A pre-proposal was previously 
submitted and the MACC was invited to submit a full proposal. The grant objectives are to 
complete public education needs assessments and plan and deliver public education programs 
for both residents and local elected officials/decision makers. Kelly also provided brief updates 
on the Farmer’s Toolbox meeting that occurred on February 6 and an update on the Lawn Care 
Seal of Approval program for 2014. 
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IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  
 
A. FY2014 Program Update– Following the numerous amendments made at the 
January meeting, Mr. Bulthuis provided an update on the 2014 Transportation program.  He 
reviewed a map that depicted the updated program.  The program now contains $18.2M with 
federal funds comprising roughly 57% of the total.  Nearly two-thirds of the expenditures are 
directed to roads and bridges with another 25% allocated to transit. 

 
B. MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan: Alternative Scenarios -Scenario 
planning is a tool which the MACC will be using to identify impacts of existing and future 
development patterns.  Ms. Hoekwater summarized data collected for this effort and explained 
how scenario planning tools have been developed for the MACC Area. Three future scenarios 
were created following an initial study session in April of 2010. At that time, the MACC 
Policy Committee was asked to give input on key values and priorities, discuss existing and 
future land use, and identify locations where development is occurring. This information was 
then used with CommunityViz software to create a set of alternative scenarios and provide 
input on possible development which could be evaluated.  

As we begin the next phases in the scenario planning process, the CommunityViz 
model will be used in conjunction with the MACC travel demand model.  We will be 
discussing three important questions: What could the future look like? What impacts will 
scenarios have? How will we reach our desired future? A March study session has been 
planned to explore these questions in more detail.  

Please note:  The study session will be held on March 24, at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Olive Township office (When the study session concludes we will break for lunch 
followed by a short business meeting starting at 12:00 p.m.) A survey and map will be 
sent prior to the meeting and members of the MACC Policy Committee will be 
asked to bring these completed materials to the study session. 

 
C. Update on Westrain Stakeholder Meeting –  Westrain held an annual meeting  

for the communities along the Pere Marquette rail line on Feb. 19, 2014. The event was well 
attended and began with an interactive mapping exercise to identify characteristics of each of 
the station locations.  Ms. Hoekwater thanked Mayor Kevin Klynstra for attending and 
representing the MACC Policy Committee.  Below are highlights of the annual meeting: 
• Steve Bulthuis welcomed the group and provided a history of the formation of 

Westrain.   
• Mark Fedorowitz and Michael Bulthuis presented details on the Grand Rapids station 

which will open later this year to serve passengers of the Rapid, as well as Amtrak. 
The station cost was $5.2 million and will allow Amtrak trains to be based out of 
Grand Rapids (rather than Chicago). 

• Dave Lorenz, of Pure Michigan provided a presentation on tourism and reported that 
visitors spend $1.1 billion annually at Michigan businesses.  The Pure Michigan 
campaign is promoted within the Midwest, the United States, and internationally.  
Opportunities were identified to include Pere Marquette station videos on the Pure 
Michigan website. 

• Ron DeCook and Paul King then informed participants of the study of rail passengers 
which found safety, convenience, comfort/cleanliness, and competitive price to be 
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important factors for rail travel.  The study also found that 49% of passengers would 
be more likely to travel by train if these factors were met.   

• Sherri Sharp of Sharp Marketing, and Tracy Robinson of Amtrak then discussed 
ongoing marketing efforts of the Pere Marquette corridor. 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum first commented briefly that  
MDOT recognizes the need for additional road repair revenues after the hard winter. During 
this time, Steve Redmond of MDOT passed along the 2014 Grand Region Construction map 
for everyone to view and updated the group on the Grand River Bridge from the M231project.   

 
 
V. REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE UPDATE –Mr. Bulthuis provided an 
update of the activities of the Region 4 Regional Prosperity Initiative.  He noted that the grant 
application was fully funded at $250,000 and a Steering Committee representing all the target 
sectors (transportation planning, higher education, adult education, economic development and 
workforce development) had been seated.  MACC staff is participating in developing the 
Prosperity Plan, one of the deliverables of the project.  Mr. Bulthuis concluded by noting that 
all members would soon be receiving an invitation to attend the first of three public input 
sessions to provide direction into the development of the Prosperity Plan.    

 
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 
 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported that current revenues are at  
30.4 % and expenses at 19.1% 
 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the Executive  
Committee Report was included in the agenda packet. He then opened the floor to comments. 
Park Township Supervisor Jerry Hunsburger stressed to the group how important Project 
Clarity is to the community and that every unit of government within the MACC area needs to 
be invested in the project to clean up Lake Macatawa.  
 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No comments were made by the public.  
 

   VIII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
A. Host Member: Al Myaard welcomed everyone to Zeeland Township. He 

spoke to the group about the 64th street multi-use path project that will be under construction 
this summer. The path will serve to connect the existing pathways from the Upper Mac and the 
Fred Meijer Kenowa Trail to the Kent County system along the north and will connect to 
Adams Street along the south. He also showed an artist rendering of the new Fire and Public 
Safety building that will be built in the township. 

 
B. Other Members – No other comments were made.  
  

IX. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 
noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on March 24th, 2014, with 
a 10:30 study session to be held before the 12:00 p.m. meeting in Olive Township. There 
being no further business it was moved by Mr. Klynstra and supported by Mr. Dykstra 
to adjourn. Motion carried.  
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The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, March 24, 2014 

10:30 Study Session with meeting to follow at 12:00 noon at 
Olive Township Hall 

6480 136th Avenue, Holland, MI, 49424 


