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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

March 24, 2014 

Olive Township Hall 

6480 136
th
 Ave 

Holland, MI, 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Blaine Koops (vice-chair), Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry 

Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, 

Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Greg 

Chandler, Jim Camenga, Jennifer Osborne, Andrea Goodell  

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Hunsburger to 

approve the February 24, 2014 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  

 

II. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment – Mr.  

Bulthuis directed Committee member’s attention to the memo contained in the agenda packet 

which detailed the amendment being sought to the 2016 program of the FY2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program. He noted that the delay in the US 31 resurfacing project 

was to allow time for MDOT to further address flooding mitigation measures on that project.  

Upon further discussion, it was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Kleinheksel to 

amend the 2016 program of the MACC’s FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 

Program as detailed in the staff memo related to this topic dated March 17, 2014.  

Motion carried. 

B.        Additional state revenues – Mr. Bulthuis reported that, as directed at the last Policy 

Committee meeting, he sent a letter to all the MACC-area state legislators urging them to 

provide another round of funding for road projects as well as a special allocation for winter 

maintenance expenses.  He noted that the legislature, as part of a budget supplemental bill, did 

provide funding for both of those areas.  Mr. Bulthuis stated that he had not heard anything as 

to when the second round of projects would be announced.    

C.    Coast-to-Coast Rail Proposal – There was discussion regarding a proposal to 

evaluate the feasibility of a new rail line, beginning in Holland and continuing to Grand 

Rapids, Lansing, and Detroit.  The Ann Arbor Transportation Authority is to apply for 

funding from the Michigan Department of Transportation to prepare the feasibility study.  

 

Discussion focused on the importance of locating station sites with easy access to 

airports, medical facilities, and higher education institutions.  Committee members 

recommended that the feasibility study also evaluate service frequencies that are adequate 

to serve passengers along the proposed rail corridor. 
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A motion to endorse the Coast-to-Coast Rail Proposal and allocate $500 to assist 

with match funding was made by Terry Hofmeyer and supported by Thomas Bird. 

The motion passed. 

 

D.    2014 Green Commute Week - Elisa Hoekwater reported on the annual Green 

Commute Week program. A commute challenge among employers, incentives such as 

free rides on MAX fixed route services, and discounts offered by local businesses will 

again be offered to anyone who uses alternative transportation two days during the week. 

Details on registration and instructions to receive a Green Commute Pin are provided on 

the MACC website and Facebook page.  

 

The annual Leadership ride will be held in Laketown Township on Saturday, May 17 (8:30 - 

9:30 am). New this year is a video contest which motivates others to Green Commute during 

the week. 

 
E.   MDOT/FHWA Comments – John Lanum of MDOT noted that local jurisdictions 

are encouraged to coordinate with the Department’s  Local Agency Programs office regarding 

those local projects receiving state funding. 

 

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT  

 

A.   MiCorps Volunteer Road-Stream Inventory Pilot Program Grant – Ms. Goward 
provided an overview of the grant proposal including the objectives, timeline and budget. The 

grant proposal was submitted on March 17 requesting $5426.59 in grant funds with $4739.11 

in match funds provided by the MACC, the Ottawa County Road Commission and the Ottawa 

County Water Resources Commissioner. Upon further discussion, it was moved by Mr. 

Storey and supported by Mr. Baumann to designate the Executive Director as the 

MACC’s authorized representative for the purposes of the grant agreements should the 

grant be awarded was made. Motion carried. 

 
B.   NOAA Coastal Storms Grant – Ms. Goward provided an overview of the grant 

proposal including the objectives, timeline and budget. The grant proposal was submitted on 

March 21 requesting $25,985 in grant funds with $9,509 in match funds provided by the 

MACC. Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. 

TeSlaa to designate the Executive Director as the MACC’s authorized representative for 

the purposes of the grant agreements should the grant be awarded. Motion carried. 

 

C.   SAW Grant Award- Ms. Goward provided a brief updated on what we know so far 

about the SAW grant. Awards were announced on March 12 and the MACC was selected as a 

grant recipient. We have received official written notice and are awaiting a grant contract, 

which is expected to be executed in May. The grant is retroactive to January 2013, so staff has 

begun to work on some of the grant tasks. The MACC will be hiring a part-time intern, paid 

through grant funds, to assist with the grant tasks. 

 

D.    Other Updates – Ms. Goward provided brief updates of other activities including the 

publication of the spring newsletter, an upcoming stormwater webinar on April 9, the next 

watershed advisory committee meeting on April 24, and the spring River Cleanup on April 26. 
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IV. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported that current revenues are at 

36.4% and expenses at 23% 

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the Executive 

Committee report was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were questions or 

comments. No questions/comments were made.  

 

C. July Fourth Fireworks – Mr. Bulthuis reported to the group that WJQ is again 

coordinating the community’s July Fourth celebration.  They will again be requesting financial 

support and members can expect a letter in the mail soon.  The cost for the fireworks is the 

same so the amount being requested will be very similar to last year.  

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS – John Langdon was present and commented on the Coast- 

to-Coast Rail Proposal. He mentioned that the feasibility study is looking at positioning rail 

stops at the airports in Grand Rapids, Lansing, and Detroit.  

 

   VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

 

A. Host Member: Todd Wolters welcomed everyone to Olive Township and 

touched on some of the townships upcoming plans for their road system this spring and 

summer.  

 

B. Other Members – Tom Bird spoke to the group regarding the M40 

congestion plan and his concern with the possibility of traffic circles being constructed. Blaine 

Koops also commented on this topic and commended Jim Storey for his help in organizing the 

opening of the new sheriff’s office and correction center in Allegan County.    

  
VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Koops noted 

that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on April 28th, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. 

in Fillmore Township. There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Baumann 

and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to adjourn. Motion carried.  

 

The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, April 28, 2014 

12:00 noon at 

Fillmore Township Hall 

4219 52
nd

 Street, Holland, MI, 49423 


