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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

April 28, 2014 

Fillmore Township Hall 

4219 52
nd

 Street 

Holland, MI, 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Hannes Meyers, Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, 

Dave Hoekstra (for Kurt Dykstra), Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin 

Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Jim 

Camenga, Pete Pfeiffer, Jerome Bush, Glen Nykamp, Max Boose 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Storey to approve 

the March 24, 2014 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  

 

II. PRESENTATION: M-40 Road and Safety Audit – Pete Pfeiffer, from the MDOT 

Southwest Region, gave a presentation highlighting the outcomes and recommendations of a road 

and safety audit that had been performed on M-40 from Waverly Road to 52
nd

 Street.  

Improvements recommended in the report included: 

- Kojaian driveway relocation 

- Realign 64
th
 Street 

- Create two southbound lanes on M-40 

- Cabill Drive improvements 

- Roundabouts on M-40  

- Truck stop driveway modifications 

Discussion followed, particularly in relation to the roundabout recommendation.  It was suggested 

that the other recommendations be instituted prior to construction of the roundabouts.  There was 

concern regarding the future viability of the Tulip City truck stop given the proposed new truck 

stop a few miles farther east at Adams/I-196.  Mr. Vanderbilt thanked Mr. Pfeiffer for his 

presentation.     

 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.    MACC Non-motorized Plan- Elisa Hoekwater presented the draft Non-Motorized 

Plan to the MACC Policy Committee and reviewed a series of maps from the document.  

Highlights included an alternate route of US Bicycle Route 35, future regional connectors, as well 

as proposed shared use paths and bike lanes/paved shoulders to provide needed connections in the 

regional non-motorized transportation system.    

 

Elisa asked the Committee to keep in mind that the Non-Motorized Plan is to serve as an 

educational tool to inform motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists of the “rules of the road” while also 

identifying regional routes and connections to safely travel from one destination to another. A 
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motion was made by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Baumann to release the draft Non-

Motorized Plan document for public review and comment. The motion passed. 

 

B.  Proposal for increasing state transportation revenues – Mr. Bulthuis stated that the 

Speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives introduced a road funding proposal.  Details 

regarding the proposal are still scarce, but it appears that this is a roads-only proposal that is 

estimated to generate approximately $450-$500 million.  At this point people are waiting for more 

details which are expected to be released in the near future.      

 

C.    MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum of MDOT had no further comments as 

comments were made during the proposal for increasing state transportation revenues.  

 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT  

 

A.   Grant Application Updates- Ms. Goward provided an update on the status of a pending  

grant application. The MiCorps Volunteer Road-Stream Crossing Inventory grant was not funded, 

but was awarded to a group in the Grand River Watershed. The NOAA Coastal Storms grant 

proposal for stormwater education and the DEQ 319 proposal for best management practices in 

Peters Creek are still pending, but awards should be announced within the next couple months. 

 
B.    Existing Grant Updates- Ms. Goward provided a brief update on the status of the four 

existing grants. The MiCorps Volunteer Stream Monitoring Grant is scheduled to end in May and a 

final sampling event will be completed before the end of May. The GLRI grant is scheduled to end 

in June, but the MACC has requested an extension through March 2015 to implement some 

additional practices that could not be installed this spring due to weather conditions. There has been 

some progress on the Great Lakes Commission grant, but not much work has been completed as 

we are anticipating the hiring of a full-time agricultural technician to manage this grant. There is 

some interest from producers and MACC staff has completed drain walks to identify potential best 

management practice locations. Work is also progressing on the SAW grant with MACC staff 

completing inventories of municipal properties and updating the stormwater discharge point 

database. 

 

C.    Meeting Reminders- – Kelly shared reminders for a few upcoming meetings 

including the next Watershed Advisory Committee meeting, a stormwater webinar and the next 

macroinvertebrate sampling event.  

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. FY2014 Budget Amendment #1 –Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the first proposed amendment 

to the FY14 Budget.   He reviewed a memo included in the agenda packet describing the 

amendments which would increase revenues by $145,000 and expenses by $119, 637.   It was 

moved by Mr. Klynstra and supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve Budget Amendment #1 as 

shown in the staff memo dated April 21, 2014.   Motion carried.  

 

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report noting 

that current revenues are at 39.2% and expenses at 27.6% 

 

C. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the Executive 

Committee Report was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions 

concerning the document.  There were no questions.  
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No comments were made by the public. 

 

   VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

 

A. Host Member: Ken DeWeerdt welcomed everyone to Fillmore Township and 

spoke briefly about plans for road maintenance and put forth hope for warm dry weather for the 

area farmers.   

 

B. Other Members – John Lanum mentioned that he would be in attendance with 

others for a pre-UWP meeting and that FHWA would also be present to indicate their priorities. 

Mr. Hunsburger asked Mr. Bulthuis to speak about responses to the Project Clarity funding 

proposal that was presented to the Committee in January. Mr. Bulthuis explained that the responses 

have varied with some putting the request, at the 10-year funding level, in their upcoming budget 

while others have stated they do not intend to write a check, but will undertake activities in their 

jurisdiction that advance the goals of Project Clarity.  Others have yet to respond.   

  
VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt noted 

that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on June 9th, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. in 

Holland Township at the Riley Street Fire Station. There being no further business the meeting was 

adjourned. 

 

The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, June 9, 2014 

12:00 noon at 

Riley Street Fire Station 

131 Riley Street, Holland, MI, 49424 


