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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
October 28, 2013 

City of Zeeland, Howard Miller Community Center 
14 Church Street 

Zeeland, MI  49464 
12:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry 
Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim 
Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Jim 
Camenga, Linda LeFebre 
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 
introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Bird to 
approve the September 23, 2013 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
 
II. REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE RESOLUTION– Mr. Bulthuis 
reviewed the memo on this topic included in the agenda packet which outlined the major 
components of the grant application.  He also reviewed a resolution supporting the Regional 
Prosperity Initiative (RPI) grant application being submitted by Grand Valley Metropolitan 
Council on behalf of the West Michigan Regional Prosperity Alliance.   Upon further 
discussion, it was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Baumann to adopt the 
resolution of the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council’s Policy Committee supporting a 
request for grant funding from the State of Michigan’s Regional Prosperity Initiative for 
activities in Region 4 (West Michigan Prosperity Alliance). Motion carried.       

 
III.  MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

A.       Peter’s Creek Erosion Reduction Grant – Kelly provided an overview of  
a grant proposal that was submitted to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality’s 
Non-point Source 319 Grant Program on October 18, 2013. Peters Creek was listed as a DEQ 
priority for 2014. The goals of the project are to identify and prioritize sites for restoration and 
implement some agricultural best management practices. Two agricultural producers have 
committed to installing practices on 706 acres of land in Peters Creek and providing over 
$31,000 in match. The total proposed project budget is $267,463, with just over 25% of this 
committed as match from various local partners. Grant awards will be announced in July 2014 
and successful projects will begin in October 2014. The proposed project will end in 
September 2016. 

 
B.      Project Clarity Update – Kelly provided an update on some of the 

planning activities that have been occurring as part of Project Clarity. The MACC is 
serving on a Management Team that is meeting monthly, and will lead the 
Information and Education Team, which will have its first meeting on November 12. 
The Management Team has been working on developing a system for ranking and 
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prioritizing projects that will be funded in part by Project Clarity and working on 
developing a project management database that will house all historical and current 
project and monitoring data within the Macatawa Watershed.  

 
C.      Green Infrastructure Summit – Kelly shared a quick overview of a recent 

summit about green infrastructure that she attended in Syracuse, NY. The MACC was invited 
to attend this summit as a result of their participation in the EPA Green Infrastructure 
Community Partners Program, where 5 of our local MS4 permittees participated in the Water 
Quality ScoreCard evaluation process. A lot of valuable information was shared at the summit 
and Kelly is looking forward to implementing some of the ideas in our local communities.  

 
 D.         Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Results – Carolyn shared results for the 
seven macroinvertebrate monitoring sites that were sampled in September of 2013. The fall 
sampling event was the third monitoring season; more sampling will have to be completed 
before trends can be produced from the data.  

 
IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM   
 

A.  FY2014 Program Overview – Mr. Bulthuis gave an overview of the FY14 
program which currently totals approximately $18M.  58% of the expenditures are going to 
roadway improvements followed by transit (36%), bridge (4%) and nonmotorized (2%).  He 
reviewed a map depicting the 2014 projects and their funding amounts.         

 
B. Local Transit Trends – Ms. Hoekwater presented U.S. trends in public 

transportation, provided by the Michigan Public Transit Association. Nationwide transit 
ridership has grown 35%, which is faster than the increase in highway vehicle miles traveled 
(22%) during the same time period - 1995-2012. Growth in transit ridership has increased in 
major cities across the U.S. 53% of trips are taken on buses, 42% of trips are taken on rail, and 
5% on other modes.  Public transportation is a $57 billion industry, directly employing more 
than 400,000 people. Locally, Macatawa Area Express Transportation Authority has 
experienced similar growth in ridership, with 470,781 rides in 2013 (4.3 % increase from 
2012). Results of the 2013 ridership survey were discussed and the Policy Committee was 
briefed on the ribbon-cutting ceremony held at the new bus operations facility. Executive 
Director, Linda LeFebre spoke to the Committee and also shared comments about the new 
facility. 

 
C.         MDOT/FHWA Comments – John Lanum gave a brief update regarding the 

2014-2017 TIP. Due to the federal government shutdown, the new TIP will likely be approved 
by the FHWA in late November/ early December 2013.  

 
V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

   
A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported on the year-end financial 

report that covered the 12 months of the fiscal year ended September 30th.  The report shows 
revenues at approximately $725,000 and expenses at approximately $580,000.    

 
B.       MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted the 

Executive Committee report was included in the agenda packet and offered to answer any 
questions related to it. There were no questions.   
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.  
 
 VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

A. Host Member: Mayor Kevin Klynstra gave an update on transportation 
projects occurring in the City of Zeeland. Roosevelt (State-Fairview) was 
reconstructed and engineering for Washington Ave. (Fairview-Arbor Lane) 
has begun.  He also noted that the space being used for today’s meeting will 
be converted for library use.   Mr. Klynstra also congratulated Mr. Vanderbilt 
for his community leadership award that he received the previous week.  Les 
Hoogland, the former Zeeland City mayor was also recognized.   

B. Other Members – There was discussion about the lack of action on the part 
of the state legislature related to increasing transportation revenues. 

  
VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 
noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on November 25, 2013, 
12:00 p.m., at the Port Sheldon Township Hall. There being no further business it was 
moved by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Hofmeyer to adjourn. Motion carried.  

 
The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, November 25, 2013 
12:00 noon at 

Port Sheldon Town Hall 
16201 Port Sheldon Street, West Olive, MI, 49460 


