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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

November 25, 2013 

Port Sheldon Township Hall 

16201 Port Sheldon Street 

West Olive, MI, 49460 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT:  Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers Jr., Howard Baumann Jr., 

Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin 

Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Greg 

Chandler, Jim Camenga 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to 

approve the October 28, 2013 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  

 

II. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

 

A. Acceptance of Great Lakes Basin Program Grant Award - Kelly reported 

that the MACC had been awarded a grant to the Great Lakes Basin Program. The grant 

proposal was originally submitted in April and not funded, but a revised proposal was 

submitted in August that was selected for funding. Kelly provided an overview of the scope of 

the grant including the budget and cash match commitment from the MACC. The grant 

contract has not yet been received. Action was requested to accept the grant and designate 

Steve Bulthuis as the MACC’s authorized representative for purposes of executing the grant 

contract when received. A motion to accept the GLBP grant and designate the Executive 

Director as the authorized representative was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported 

by Mr. Meyers. The motion carried.   

 

B.    Stormwater, Asset Management and Wastewater Grant Application 

Kelly provided an overview of the SAW grant application that was prepared in conjunction 

with the MS4 permittees for the purpose of developing a stormwater management plan. These 

efforts will assist the MS4 permittees in preparing for their MS4 permit renewal in 2017. Kelly 

explained that the application requires the adoption of an authorizing resolution by the 

applicant’s governing board. Kelly explained the key points in the resolution and action was 

requested to adopt the resolution as presented. A motion to adopt the resolution authorizing 

the SAW grant agreement and designating the Executive Director as the authorizing 

representative was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Storey. The vote passed 

unanimously.   
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C. Macatawa Watershed Annual Meeting - A reminder was provided about 

the Macatawa Watershed Annual meeting that is scheduled for December 3, 2013. Hope 

College students will present research results, the stakeholder of the year will be announced, 

volunteers will be recognized, and watershed accomplishments will be celebrated. RSVPs 

were requested by November 29. 

 

III.  TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

A. FY2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment – Mr. 

Bulthuis presented the following amendment to the 2014 program of the MACC’s FY2011-

2014 Transportation Improvement Program: 

Name Limits Length 
(mi) 

Work Federal  
Funds 

Total Funds Agency  Notes 

Macatawa 
Greenway 
Non-
motorized 
Path 

Byron Road-
Adams Street 

2.4  Construct non-
motorized 
pathway 
 

$671,568 $1,543,136 OCRC Project was awarded 
Transportation 
Alternatives Program 
funding 
 

 
It was moved by Hofmeyer, supported by Mr. Meyers to amend the FY2011-2014 

Transportation Improvement Program as outlined in the staff memo dated November 18, 

2013.  Furthermore, staff is authorized to administratively amend this project into the 

FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program at the appropriate time.  Motion 

carried. 

   
B.  Congestion Mitigation/ Air Quality Program Call for Projects – Mr. 

Bulthuis stated that the MACC has issued a Call for Projects to receive Congestion 

Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ) funding for the years FY2015-2019.  The amount of funding 

to be distributed is approximately $1,000,000.  Project nominations are due December 20.  A 

recommended set of projects is scheduled to be presented to the committee for their 

consideration at the January meeting.    

 

C. Freight Planning Update - As a result of MAP-21, the new National 

Surface Transportation Legislation that includes provisions to enhance national freight 

movement, the transportation planning process has undergone intentional changes to 

further integrate freight related issues and concerns.  MACC Staff attended a National 

Highway Institute (NHI) Freight and Land Use training during the fall of 2012, and 

this year created a MACC Freight Planning Task Force to work with freight 

stakeholders in West Michigan. The Task Force met in October 2013 in order to 

understand local freight issues and represented local units of government, local and 

state road agencies, freight carriers, producers and major consumers in the MACC 

Area. 

 

Ms. Hoekwater summarized items discussed by the MACC Freight Planning Task 

Force, beginning with the roles and responsibilities of the MACC and elements of the 

transportation planning process.  The meeting began with background on the new 

National Surface Transportation legislation, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 

Century Act (MAP-21), requiring the designation of a national freight network, 

reporting of freight transportation conditions and performance measures, as well as a 
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national strategic plan for freight movement. The Task Force then discussed the 

following planning activities at state, regional, and local levels which are currently 

underway: 

 

 Coordination of freight land use with local, regional, and state comprehensive 

planning  

 Development of MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan 

 Michigan Department of Transportation – Michigan Freight Plan 

 Freight performance measures 

 

The Task Force began to identify local freight issues and concerns and will continue to 

assist MACC Staff with a regional inventory of freight routes and facilities.  The task 

force will meet again in December 2013. Additional meetings may be scheduled in 

2014 to review future projects included in the region’s 2040 Long Range 

Transportation Plan, to discuss future freight needs, and give feedback on performance 

measures. 

 
D.  MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum noted that the FHWA is close to 

approving the 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program.  

 
IV. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A.  Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis referenced the monthly financial 

statement included in the agenda packet.   Revenues are currently at 26.5% and expenses at 

3.9% as we start the new fiscal year. 

 

B.  MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the October 

Executive Committee meeting summary was included in the agenda packet and opened the 

floor for comments or questions, none were made.  

 

C. Electronic Agenda Packet – Mr. Bulthuis mentioned that a request was 

made to distribute the agenda packet electronically. A sign-up sheet was sent around for those 

that wish to have their packets sent via email in the future.   

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No comments were made by the public.  

   
VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

A. Host Member: Howard Baumann Jr. welcomed everyone to Port Sheldon 

Township. He reported that the township finished phase two of Kouw Park installing new 

restrooms, a boardwalk and stairs leading to Lake Michigan. They also recently completed a 

few road repair projects and have 22 new home permits in the community.  Mr. Baumann also 

mentioned, in the spirit of collaboration, the hiring of a new assessor who is working for Port 

Sheldon as well as four other township ps. 

 

B. Other Members – Mr. TeSlaa answered a question that was posed at the October 

meeting regarding the actual real cost per ride on the Mac Express bus. It was found that the 

cost per fixed route ride was around five dollars and a door-to-door demand response is close 

to sixteen dollars one way trip.  
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VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 

noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on December 16, 2014, 

12:00 p.m. in Park Township (December meeting was canceled). There being no further 

business it was moved by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Bird to adjourn. Motion 

carried.  

 

The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, January 27, 2014 

12:00 noon at 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Road, Holland, MI, 49423 


