
 

 

MINUTES 

 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

September 9, 2013 

 MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair),  Howard Baumann, Aaron Bodbyl-Mast, 

Larry W. Brown, Paul Lott, Al Meshkin, Steve Redmond, Brian White 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Dennis Grylicki, LeighAnn 

Mikesell 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Meshkin and supported by Mr. Baumann to approve the 

minutes of the July 8, 2013 meeting (Note: as the Transportation Technical Committee 

agreed to take a break in August, a meeting was not held). The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no individuals from the public who wished to comment. 

 

III. REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE 

Mr. Bulthuis distributed materials summarizing the Regional Prosperity Initiative, 

eligible applicants, and prosperity regions proposed for the State of Michigan.  The 

Regional Prosperity Initiative is “a voluntary competitive grant process that is 

included in the Governor’s FY 2014 Executive Budget Recommendation to encourage 

local private, public and non-profit partners to create vibrant regional economies.  The 

legislature approved the recommended process and the Regional Prosperity Initiative 

was signed in to law as a part of the FY 2014 budget (59 PA 2013)”. Existing State 

Designated Planning Regions and Metropolitan Planning Organizations are eligible to 

apply for grants.  To qualify for funding they must be “collaborating with business and 

non-profit representatives as well as representatives from local and regional economic 

development organizations, workforce boards, adult education providers and higher 

education” and transportation.  Avoiding a “one-size fits all” approach, the initiative 

seeks to recognize the unique needs and assets of regions.  $2.5 million is available to 

undertake one of 3 initiatives which may be used for planning work as a collaborative, 

a council, or a board. 

 

The MACC is working with the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council, The West 

Michigan Regional Planning Commission, and the West Michigan Shoreline Regional 

Development Commission to discuss options to form a Regional Prosperity 

Collaborative and prepare a list of regional projects which would be eligible.   
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Mr. Bulthuis asked the Committee for ideas to bring forward for consideration.  A meeting hosted 

by the Right Place and MEDC has been scheduled for Sept. 26, 3:00 p.m. at the Fifth Third 

Ballpark for all interested organizations with the 13 County West Michigan Prosperity Region 

(Mason, Lake, Osceola, Oceana, Newaygo, Mecosta, Muskegon, Ottawa, Allegan, Barry, Kent, 

Ionia, and Montcalm).  This region coincides with Michigan Planning Regions 8 & 14. 

 

IV.  MACC 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

A memorandum was sent prior to the meeting, outlining major tasks to complete the next Long 

Range Transportation Plan (the 2040 LRTP). A copy of the workplan and timeline were 

distributed during the meeting.  Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a short presentation outlining the major 

tasks to complete the 2040 LRTP in January 2015 and present it to the MACC Policy Committee 

for adoption in February 2015. 

 

V. DRAFT NON-MOTORIZED PLAN  

Ms. Hoekwater reported that the Michigan Department of Transportation is considering the 

MACC area as a case study to analyze the economic impacts of bicycling and bicycle-related 

tourism.  A list of items already prepared for the draft Non-Motorized Plan was distributed and 

members of the Transportation Technical Committee were asked to provide an estimate of 

previous infrastructure investments. 

 

VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS 

The following reports were given by members of the Transportation Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Lott reported that the 

FY 2014 Unified Work Program is expected to be approved by October 1, 2013.  The recently 

prepared MACC Transportation Improvement Program is under review and will be approved by 

November.  This does mean that 2014 amendments will have to wait until the new TIP has been 

approved.  Mr. Lott also reported a new process of entering project data for the E-STIP, which 

will automate the project entry process by the MPO and approval by the Michigan Department of 

Transportation. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon – Ms. Mikesell reported on work to 

construct indirect left turns along US-31 and BL-196.  An upcoming project in 2014 includes 

concrete join repair (Waverly and 96
th

) and resurfacing from Quincy to Ferris. 

 

Holland Charter Township – Mr. Komejan reported that good progress is being made on local 

road and subdivision resurfacing.  This has been a collaborative effort with the Ottawa County 

Road Commission. 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White gave an update on the S. Washington resurfacing project which was 

finished before the beginning of school, Sept. 3. East 24
th

 Street (between US-31 and Lincoln 

Avenue) will also be resurfaced this year with assistance from the Holland Board of Public 

Works. This resurfacing project is expected to be completed by mid-October. Mr. White 

reminded the Committee of two projects scheduled for 2014:  the construction of a non-motorized 

path along M-40, and the reconstruction of Central Avenue (State Street to 3
rd

 Street). 
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City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis was not in attendance, but did send an email to report on the 

reconstruction of Roosevelt Avenue (State to Centennial). All storm sewers and the water main 

have been installed.  Curb and gutter will be installed the week of Sept. 9 – 13.  The resurfacing 

of Fairview (E. Central to BL-196) will begin Sept. 16.  ADA ramps and sidewalk replacement 

are scheduled for Sept. 22, and milling will begin Sept. 30 – in order to resurface on Oct. 7, 2013.  

Bid openings for the Paw Paw erosion project will take place next Thursday, Sept. 19. 

 

Port Sheldon Township – Mr. Baumann reported that the Ottawa County Road Commission 

(OCRC) has been working to maintain roadways using chip seal and cape seal.  West Olive Road 

is also being resurfaced by OCRC. 

 

Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement – Mr. Bodbyl-Mast provided an 

update on an Ottawa County Water Resources Study.  Phase II of this study includes well testing 

and will need to have property owners volunteer to have their wells tested by Michigan State 

University.   

 

Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Brown reported that the 56
th

 Street construction 

project has been completed.  Two local resurfacing projects will be completed in Laketown and 

Fillmore Township in October.  An additional turning lane is also scheduled for M-40 at 141
st
 

Avenue. 

 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Mr. Bulthuis asked for an update on the Surface 

Transportation Program 2013 unobligated, unspent balance.  Of the $54 million originally 

reported, approximately $10-20 million remains.  Ms. Hoekwater reported that a traffic 

engineering consultant was selected and has begun the process of collecting traffic volumes, 

vehicle classification and speeds in the MACC area.  The data will be collected in September and 

a summary will be reported at an upcoming meeting. 

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

MACC Model Update – Next steps on the 2040 LRTP timeline were reviewed earlier in the 

meeting.   

 

Performance Measures – A draft inventory of proposed performance measures was distributed 

for review by the Transportation Technical Committee.  Comments and suggestions were 

requested.  

 

Freight Planning Task Force - An online scheduling tool will be used to select a date for the 

October meeting of the Freight Planning Task Force.   

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:  October 14, 2013 MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


