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MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

October 14, 2013 

 MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair),  Aaron Bodbyl-Mast, Larry W. Brown, Ken 

DeWeerdt, Jerry Felix, Brett Laughlin, Linda LeFebre, Paul Lott, Al Meshkin, Glenn 

Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Brian White, Todd Wolters 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, LeighAnn Mikesell 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Redmond and supported by Mr. Nykamp to approve the 

minutes of the September 9, 2013 meeting.  The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no individuals from the public. 

 

III. UPDATE ON MACC FREIGHT PLANNING 

Ms. Hoekwater reported on the October meeting of the MACC Freight Planning Task 

Force.  The meeting was well attended and represented local units of government, 

local and state road agencies, rail and truck freight carriers, manufacturers, and large 

consumers in the Holland-Zeeland area.  The Task Force began to identify local 

freight issues and concerns and will continue to assist MACC Staff with a regional 

inventory of freight routes and facilities.  The task force will meet again in December. 

Additional meetings may be scheduled in 2014 to review future projects included in 

the region’s 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan, to discuss future freight needs, and 

give feedback on performance measures. 

 

IV. FY 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

OVERVIEW 

Mr. Bulthuis distributed a list of MACC projects to be completed during the 2014 

fiscal year. These projects have a total cost of $18 million, 61% of which will be 

federal sources of funding, $3.4 million will be funded by the State, and $3.6 million 

from local funds.  Mr. Bulthuis compared this information with the FY 2014-2017 TIP 

and said these cost estimates are consistent.  The Technical Committee requested 

additional details regarding a series of projects for trunkline road capital preventative 

maintenance by MDOT, which are estimated to cost $3 million. 
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V. DRAFT NON-MOTORIZED PLAN  

Ms. Hoekwater gave a report on tasks to complete the MACC Non-Motorized Plan.  A rough 

draft was sent out for review.  Keeping in mind that the document is designed to serve as an 

educational tool, as well as help to guide future non-motorized investments, the Technical 

Committee was asked to review the document from the perspective of an individual who may not 

be familiar with the transportation planning process.  Language should be simple and concepts 

presented for public understanding. Comments were requested by the end of the month (October 

30) in order to make revisions to the draft Plan.   

 

The Committee discussed objective c) under Goal 2- Increase safety for residents and employees 

who walk and/or bike, and asked that the word “enforcement” be added as one of the necessary 

component of a safe transportation system. Ms. Hoekwater added that plans are being made with 

local law enforcement to hold a community safety forum and educate motorists, pedestrians, and 

bicyclists regarding traffic safety laws and enforcement. The Committee also suggested language 

changes to objective i), under Goal #4, which would list the Bicycle Friendly Community 

program as an example of a community assessment which could be done. 

 

Estimates of previous non-motorized expenditures are still needed from several communities in 

order to demonstrate regional investments in non-motorized infrastructure.  The Committee 

discussed possible changes to the future corridors map regarding the designation of “Bikeways” 

in Olive Township.  Ms. Hoekwater recommended a meeting with the Ottawa County Road 

Commission, Olive Township, and neighboring townships to discuss strategies to ensure safety 

for people biking or walking along Stanton, 96
th

 Avenue, the proposed town/neighborhood center 

on Port Sheldon Road, and from rural residential areas to commercial or industrial properties.   

 

 

VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS 

The following reports were given by members of the Transportation Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region  - Mr. Redmond reported on the M-

231 project and showed photographs of work completed on the Grand River bridge.  Bridge 

supports have been constructed and next year construction will begin within the waterway.  A 

November letting is scheduled for work south to M-45 and work on the I-96 interchange will be 

completed in mid-November.  This will be an asphault roadway. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon – Ms. Mikesell reported on work to 

construct indirect left turns at Blair and Van Buren, which are nearly complete.  There will also 

be intermittent lane closures for bridge work on 8
th

 Street, 96
th

 Avenue, and I-196.   

 

Holland Charter Township – Mr. Komejan reported that a water main repair is being completed 

on 136
th

 Avenue (Quincy to New Holland) and will involve an overlay on an existing non-

motorized facility. 
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Fillmore Township – Mr. DeWeerdt reported that the intersection closure at M-40 and 141
st
 

Avenue will be re-opening as work will be completed soon. 

 

Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Brown reported on a project scheduled for this year 

on 138
th

 Avenue, East of 56
th

 St.  Crack seal is also being completed on roadways in Fillmore 

Township.   

 

Ottawa County Road Commission – Mr. Laughlin reported on the resurfacing of 136
th

 Avenue 

(Quincy to Port Sheldon St) and Riley to Quincy, in the future.  The project at 96
th

/Riley Avenue 

has been delayed until Spring of 2014.  Mr. Laughlin also informed the Committee that a right-

turn lane at Riley and Butternut is under construction now and should be completed in November. 

 

Macatawa Area Express Transportation Authority (MAX) – Ms. LeFebre reported on the 

ribbon cutting ceremony held on October 4.  Members of the MACC Transportation Technical 

Committee are welcome to visit the facility in November, as MAX will be hosting next month’s 

meeting! 

 

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

MACC Model Update – Due to time constraints, this item was postponed until a future meeting.   

 

Performance Measures – A draft inventory of proposed performance measures was previously 

distributed for review by the Transportation Technical Committee.  Due to time constraints, 

discussion on this item was postponed until a future meeting.   

 

Regional Prosperity Initiative- Mr. Bulthuis reminded the Committee that the MACC is 

working with the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council, the West Michigan Regional Planning 

Commission, and the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission, as well as 

other partners, to discuss options to form a Regional Prosperity Collaborative and prepare a list of 

regional projects which would spur regional economic prosperity.  Broadband service to the 

entire 13-County area, a deep water port in Muskegon are among the ideas being discussed at this 

time.  Additional project ideas are welcome.  Mr. Bulthuis also asked for suggestions for 5-7 at-

large members to be on the steering committee, beginning in 2014. 

 

Unprogrammed FY 2013 Obligational Authority – Mr. Bulthuis informed the Technical 

Committee that all the FY 2013 funding was obligated.  Thus there will be no statewide pool 

established.  In order to reallocate any bid savings in 2014, MACC members were asked to 

continue work toward letting their projects by the March bid letting. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:  November 11, 2013 (Note New Location!!!) 

MAX Bus Operations Facility, 11660 Greenway Drive 

10:00 a.m. 


