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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair), Larry W. Brown, Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry 

Felix, Dennis Kent (representing Steve Redmond), Brett Laughlin, Linda LeFebre, 

Paul Lott, Al Meshkin, Scott Nienhuis, Glenn Nykamp, Rachael Tupica (call-in), 

Brian White 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis (call-in), Elisa Hoekwater, LeighAnn Mikesell 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Neinhuis and supported by Mr. Nykamp to approve the 

minutes of the November 11, 2013 meeting.  The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no individuals from the public. 

 

III. REVIEW OF 2040 SOCIOECONOMIC DATA*** 

Ms. Hoekwater provided an overview of 2040 socioeconomic data prepared for the 

MACC Area. Working from the 2010 population, households, and employment totals 

that were approved by the MACC Technical Committee and Policy Committee earlier 

this year, several sources were used to identify growth rates and prepare the future 

estimates, including REMI forecasts (by the U of M - Institute for Research on Labor, 

Employment, and the Economy), as well as the W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment 

Research.  Consultant assistance was also received from Placeways, LLC, to run 

planning analysis software (CommunityViz) and project current development trends 

through the year 2040.  Ms. Hoekwater also thanked members of the Technical 

Committee for providing summaries of building permits for the last three years.   

 

The MACC Area is one of  the fastest growing locations in Michigan. Over the next 

30 years, population in MACC Area is expected to increase 15%; households are 

expected to increase by 26%; and employment is expected to increase by nearly 25% 

(within the Cities of Holland and Zeeland, and also Laketown, Fillmore, Park, 

Holland, Zeeland, Port Sheldon, and Olive Townships). Compared to previous 

forecasts for the MACC Area, these estimates are slightly more conservative for 

population and household growth, but slightly more optimistic for employment – 

which was previously expected to increase by only 6.9%.   
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Note:  During past meetings, the MACC Transportation Technical Committee and Policy 

Committee discussed 2040 REMI employment and population forecasts for the State of 

Michigan. A link to full report, The Economic and Demographic Outlook for Michigan through 

2040, is available at www.irlee.umich.edu/clmr.  Statewide forecasts indicate that it will not be 

until the year 2020 that Michigan’s population is expected to exceed 2000 population levels. 

Long-term employment levels in Michigan are not expected to match 2000 levels until the year 

2034. 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Felix and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to recommend approval of 

the 2040 socioeonomic data by the MACC Policy Committee.  The motion carried. 

 

IV. REVIEW OF FY 2013 OBLIGATED PROJECTS*** 

Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a listing of MACC Area projects which were obligated in 2013 and 

which received federal funds.  A note about this list is that it represents projects that were 

obligated in 2013, but not necessarily constructed this year.  The costs were identified in the 

MACC Transportation Improvement Program or were included in MDOT’s year-end list of 

obligated projects.  There were 46 projects which received $42.6 million of federal funding, with 

a total project cost of $31.8 million in the MACC Area. 

 

 ***It was moved by Mr. Neinhuis and supported by Mr. Laughlin to approve the draft 

listing of FY 2013 projects and post the information to the MACC website in December.  

The Technical Committee recommended approval by the MACC Policy Committee.  The 

motion carried. 
 

V. UPDATE ON MACC FREIGHT PLANNING  

Ms. Hoekwater gave a summary of the last meeting of the MACC Freight Planning Task Force, 

which met on Dec. 2, and included an update on M-231. Mr. Redmond presented information on 

the M-231 project in the MACC Area. Originally planned to run parallel to 120
th

 Avenue, from 

Zeeland Township north through Olive Township, this portion of the project was deferred until 

additional funds are identified.  The three portions of the project which are moving forward 

include (1) a bridge over the Muskegon River (M-45 to M-104/I-96) which is currently under 

construction and will be opened to traffic in 2016; (2) a portion within Grand Haven; and (3) 

corridor-wide improvements along US-31, in the Holland area.  Mr. Redmond explained that the 

new road will be 2 lanes in each direction, with limited access between M-45 and I-96.  Though it 

is possible that additional improvements could occur over the next 10 years in the southern limits 

of the project (in the MACC Area), a new environmental impact statement (EIS) would be 

required.  The Task Force discussed potential benefits of the project, including improved safety 

and traffic congestion relief. Discussion focused on traffic concerns in Zeeland and task force 

members commented that there would be little relief in the Zeeland area until M-231 is 

completed.   

 

Some members of the task force acknowledged that though the M-231 project would relieve 

congestion in Allendale, US-31 would still be a preferred route for many freight carriers traveling 

through Holland.    The meeting was well attended and task force members had the opportunity to 

ask questions regarding the M-231 project.  

http://www.irlee.umich.edu/clmr
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The task force will meet again on March 3, at 9:30 a.m. Additional meetings may be scheduled in 

2014 to review future projects included in the region’s 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan, to 

discuss future freight needs, and give feedback on performance measures. 

 

VI. FY 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENT 

SCHEDULE – Mr. Bulthuis and Ms. Hoekwater discussed the TIP amendment schedule  

for the remainder of the fiscal year.  A copy of the schedule was distributed to the Committee.  

Mr. Bulthuis emphasized that projects must be submitted as early as possible.  Mr. Lott 

recommended that projects be submitted by July of 2014, as projects submitted after this date 

may not be reviewed in time to be obligated.  Beginning in August of 2014, the focus should be 

on preparing projects for the next fiscal year. 

 

VII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS 

The following reports were given by representatives from MDOT and Park Township: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region  - Mr. Kent reported that a meeting 

will be held this week to discuss traffic interactions mentioned earlier in the discussion of Freight 

Planning:  in the vicinity of BL-196/Chicago Drive and 84
th 

 in Zeeland. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon – Ms. Mikesell reported on design work 

to resurface 1.5 miles of US-31, from the Ottawa/Allegan County line north to 8
th

 Street. MDOT 

is working with CSX to replace a railroad crossing and expects to begin construction in 2015. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Lott announced that the 

State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) has been approved.  The STIP includes the 

MACC TIP for FY 2014-2017.  This means that amendments to the FY 2011-2014 TIP will be 

reflected in the new TIP as well. 

 

Park Township – Mr. Felix reported that representatives from Park Township and the Ottawa  

County Road Commission have been discussing maintenance and safety issues along Ottawa 

Beach Road. Though the roadway is in great need of repair, Park Township has requested that a 

study be completed to evaluate access management, non-motorized transportation, and safety 

concerns along the corridor.  Mr. Felix added that two projects planned by the Ottawa County 

Road Commission in 2014 and 2015 may need to be rescheduled to pursue the corridor study.  

Mr. Laughlin added that resecheduling these projects may take until January 2014 to be approved. 

Approximately $25,000 will be available for the corridor study in 2014, with Park Township 

agreeing to match the remaining portion of the study.   

 

***Mr. Felix made a motion for the Transportation Technical Committee to recommend 

approval of a corridor study of Ottawa Beach Road by the MACC Policy Committee, at the 

meeting to be held on January 27, 2014. The motion was supported by Mr. Nykamp and 

was approved by the Technical Committee. 
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VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) Submittal - Ms. Hoekwater provided an 

update on the annual HPMS submittal which will be completed in December.  Road agencies 

have been asked to provide feedback on several data items. 

 

CMAQ Call for Projects FY 2015-2019 – Mr. Bulthuis has prepared a report informing the 

Technical Committee that project applications will be due on December 20. Regarding the FY 

2015-19 Call for Projects, MDOT  released new funding targets.  The trhree MPO’s distributing 

CMAQ funds in Ottawa have been consulting and are working to establish the new target 

amounts.  This process is still in progress. 

 

Traffic Safety Training for Elected/Appointed Officials – On January 9 there will be a local 

training, sponsored by the Michigan Department of Transportation, and taught by a 

Transportation Engineer from the Center for Technology & Training. “Understanding the factors 

that affect traffic safety will help decision makers choose the best traffic remedies for each 

situation, resulting in the prevention of crashes and decreased casualties”.  To register, contact the 

Center for Technology & Training at ctt@mtu.edu or call (9060 487-2102. The workshop fee has 

been reduced to $20. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:  January 13, 2014  MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 

mailto:ctt@mtu.edu

