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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair), Howard Baumann, Matt Block (for 

LeighAnn Mikesell), Aaron Bodbyl-Mast, Ken DeWeerdt, Darrell Harden, Linda 

LeFebre, Paul Lott, Al Meshkin, Jennifer Osborne, Rachael Tupica (call-in), Brian 

White 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 

 

***It was moved by Mr. DeWeerdt to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2014 

meeting.  The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no individuals from the public. 

 

III. MACC 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP)  

SCENARIO PLANNING –  The Technical Committee reviewed results of keypad 

polling, taked during the March meeting. The Technical Committee was asked to rank 

factors which would most influence where future development would occur. Proximity 

to infrastructure was the most popular vote (57%), followed by proximity to 

population centers (43%).  Looking into the future, congestion, water consumption, 

and sewer/wastewater demand are three impacts that are of greatest concern. MACC 

Staff explained how this information will be integrated into regional scenario planning 

as well as incorporated into the regional travel demand model.   

 

Ms. Jennifer Osborne with the Michigan Department of Transportation, gave a 

detailed report on the roadway deficiency analysis. A series of maps were prepared for 

the 2010 base year which showed locations where roadways are currently congested.  

The Technical Committee agreed with the road deficiencies and asked for a simple 

clarification at the I-196 ramps and at Quincy (West of US-31). Ms. Osborne asked 

whether it would be helpful to symbolize different scenarios with a map showing the 

percent change in traffic flow. A map for Traverse City was used as an example. Ms. 

Osborne clarified that the regional model can evaluate reductions in capacity, such as 

road diets (reducing lane widths), and continuous center lanes, but signal timing and 

intersection improvements cannot be modeled at the regional level.  
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Next Steps:  The model will next be used to run a future trend scenario using the 2040 

socioeconomic data and three land use scenarios using the existing network plus the projects 

programmed in the TIP (the existing + committed network). The MACC will be developing network 

solutions which includes future transportation projects to be evaluated using the 2040 

socioeconomic data. At the June Technical Committee meeting, alternative development scenarios 

will be discussed as well as future deficiencies.  

 

IV. REVIEW OF DRAFT NON-MOTORIZED PLAN  - Ms. Hoekwater reviewed the draft 

Non-Motorized Plan document and provided highlights. The Technical Committee discussed the 

need for wayfinding signs as well as Share the Road signs.  Modifications to the regional maps 

included the suggested re-alignment of US Bicycle Route 35 (through Holland Charter Township 

and Park Townships), and the addition of a new category to illustrate future conceptual regional 

shared use paths. 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Harden and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to recommend that the 

draft Non-Motorized Plan be released for public review 

 

V. ROAD FUNDING DISCUSSION - The MACC Policy Committee had directed MACC staff 

to send letters to legislative representatives requesting additional funds for road improvements.  

Though winter budgets were exceeded due to salt costs and snow removal, there is great need for 

roadway improvements following the extreme winter weather. Mr. Bulthuis provided an update on 

staff efforts and will continue to report on Michigan road funding. 

 

VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by members of the Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC – Mr. Block reported on design work 

being completed along US-31.   

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Southwest Region – Mr. Harden had previously 

reported that I-196 East from the split, will be repaired beginning this Spring.  The Westbound lane 

will be limited to one lane with occasional ramp detours. A report on the M-40 Safety Analysis 

follows. 

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

M-40 Safety Analysis – Mr. Harden reported that MDOT has been evaluating options to improve 

safety along M-40. Recommendations include restriping and turn lanes at Cabill Drive to 

accommodate turning vehicles and trucks into the McDonald’s and gas staion, and modifications at 

64
th

.  These concepts are consistent with the 2011 Safety and Operational Analysis conducted in 

2011.  MDOT is also proposing a roundabout at Interchange Drive and on M-40, south of the truck 

stop. 
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Green Commute Week, May 12 – 17, 2014 – Ms. Hoekwater reminded members of the MACC 

Transportation Technical Committee that the event begins May 12 and local units of government are 

encouraged to participate in the Commute Challenge. The annual Leadership Ride is scheduled for 

8:30 am on Saturday, May 17, in Laketown Township. Details are available on the website:   

www.the-macc.org/green-commute 

 

Asset Management – Ms. Hoekwater reported that MACC Staff attended the PASER training held 

in Grand Rapids last month.  PASER data collection has begun in the MACC Area.  Plans are in 

place to complete the federal roadways before major construction projects begin. Also, the statewide 

Asset Management Conference will be held May 14, 2014 at the Double Tree Hotel in Bay City.  

The cost is $25 per participant. For additional details, please see the conference brochure:  

http://www.michiganltap.org/sites/ltap/files/workshops/2014AMConference-BayCity.pdf 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:  May 12, 2014  MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 

http://www.the-macc.org/green-commute
http://www.michiganltap.org/sites/ltap/files/workshops/2014AMConference-BayCity.pdf

