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If you had a dream for the future of Lake 

Macatawa, what would it be? Would it in-

clude clear blue water or better fishing or 

even more canoeing and kayaking opportuni-

ties?  

The Macatawa Watershed Project is in-

terested in crafting a vision for the future of 

Lake Macatawa and the greater watershed. 

Creating a vision is a critical step in the wa-

tershed management planning process. A 

vision should be something that unites the 

community and creates a common goal that 

we can all work towards.  

Currently, the Macatawa Watershed Pro-

ject is revising and updating our watershed 

management plan which will lay out a strat-

Whatõs Your Vision for the Macatawa Watershed? 

Itõs That Time of Year Again! Spring Lawn Care Tips 

Very soon the snow will be melting, the 

birds will be chirping and the sun will be 

shining which means . . . the grass will start 

growing! While most of us strive for neat, 

tidy and green lawns, what we donôt typically 

realize is that our lawn care practices can 

have a huge impact on our local environment 

and water quality. But they donôt have to!  

There are many ways to not only save 

time, money and effort but also lessen your 

impact on the environment. How you choose 

to care for your lawn is up to you, but we 

hope you consider the lawn care tips on page 

3 when making your lawn care decisions this 

year. If you use a landscaping company, be 

sure to use a company that has received the 
Macatawa Watershed Seal of Approval. Ap-

proved companies are listed on page 4. 

All residents should be aware that both 

Ottawa and Allegan County have passed a 
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ban on the use of fertilizer containing phosphorus 

for residential lawns (unless you are establishing 

a brand new lawn). Lake Macatawa is burdened 

with way too much phosphorus alreadyï you 

donôt want to add to the problem! Donôt worry 

though-using phosphorus free fertilizer shouldnôt 

have a negative impact on your lawnï most soil 

has enough natural phosphorus to sufficiently 

nourish lawns. Donôt believe us? Get a soil test 

which are offered by your local MSU Extension 

office.  

 

Ottawa Co MSUE  

616-994-4580 

 

Allegan Co MSUE 
269-673-0370 

 

Happy Mowing! 

 

egy for the course of water quality improvements 

in the future. Community wide input is critical 

for the successful development of this plan. 

Please consider joining us for a Watershed Vi-

sioning Meeting on Monday, March 29th (details 

below). We want to hear your thoughts on the 

future desired condition of Lake Macatawa and 

you can help us develop a plan to get there!  

Watershed Visioning Meeting 

Monday, March 29th 

8:00am-12:00pm, Alpenrose Restaurant 

RSVP to mfales@the-macc.org 

Macatawa Area  

Coordinating Council  

A Cooperative Effort Among Units of Government  



Every year since 2001, the 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council 

(MACC) has recognized one of our 

many community partners who have sub-

stantially contributed toward watershed 

improvements and have made a positive 

impact on the watershed and water qual-

ity. 

Julia Kirkwood, Senior Environ-

mental Analyst with the Michigan De-

partment of Natural Resources and Envi-

ronment (MDNRE), was selected as the 

2009 Watershed Stakeholder of the Year 

and was presented with the award on 

December 8th. Julia currently serves as 

our grant administer on two MDNRE 

grants. She brings an incredible depth of 

knowledge and technical understanding 

2009 Watershed Stakeholder of the Year Awarded! 

Winter 2008  

of urban, suburban and rural components 

of watershed management.  She has been 

an invaluable advocate, innovator, and 

problem solver for the watershed who was 

instrumental in attaining much of the re-

search that was performed on the water-

shed this past year. 

Most importantly, Julia is truly in-

vested in, and brings passion to, her 

granteeôs watershed management projects.  

Her positive energy and passion have 

been a wonderful addition to the projects 

within the Macatawa Watershed.  
 

Previous Recipients: Robert DenHerder (2001), Jim 

Jipping (2002), Zeeland Public Schools (2003), Jen 

Soukhome and Zeeland Wetlands Class (2004), Dr. 

Graham Peaslee and Hope College (2005), Bob Dyk-

huis (2006), Pam Landes (2007), and City of Zeeland 

(2008). 
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Prioritizing and Protecting our Remaining Natural Lands 

 The MACC is currently working under a Section 

319 grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Re-

sources and Environment (MDNRE) to update our expired 

watershed management plan, originally developed in 1999. 

An important role in the overall watershed management 

process is incorporating a vision for natural resources con-

servation and planning. As part of the watershed plan revi-

sions, the MACC has been tasked with developing a con-

servation priority map  for the watershed.  

 A conservation priority map identifies parcels or 

patches of land that may be important natural resource ar-

eas, like remaining forests and wetlands. The Watershed 

Projectôs main goal is to protect and help improve water 

quality. A conservation priority map will help identify and 

prioritize those areas that are important for water quality 

protection and/or natural resource restoration.  

 The map to the right identifies and ranks those 

areas of remaining natural land.  The map divides the water-

shed into a grid, with each square representing a quarter-

quarter section or approximately 40 acres. The ranking was 

calculated based on percentage of desirable land cover (like 

forest and wetland), presence of a waterway, proximity to 

already protected areas and ground water recharge among 

others.   

 The MACC developed this map with input from 

organizations like the Macatawa Greenway, the Land Con-

servancy of West Michigan and the Ottawa County Parks 

Department. It provides a tool to guide land protection 

strategies in the future. For more information or a full copy 

of the report, contact Mary Fales at mfales@the-macc.org. 



Everyone likes a clean car, 

and car washing seems to be a 

national past time in the summer 

months. Whether you are wash-

ing your car at home or partici-

pating with a local organiza-

tionôs car wash fundraiser, you 

should be aware of the water 

quality impacts. 

Most soap contains phos-

phates and other chemicals that 

can pollute local waterways and 

harm fish and other aquatic life. 

The soap, together with the dirt 

and oil washed from your car, 

flows into nearby storm drains 

which eventually outlet directly 

to local streams and Lake 
Macatawa with no treatment.  

Phosphorus is what causes 

too much algae to grow in Lake 

Macatawa!  

 

Here are some tips to follow: 

 

Use soap sparingly and try 

to use phosphorus free soap 

Use a hose nozzle with a 

trigger to save water. 

Pour your bucket of soapy 

water down the sink or on 

the lawn when youôre done, 

not in the street. 

Wash your car on a grassy 

area so the ground can filter 

the water naturally. 

Better yet, take your car 

to a commercial car wash, 

especially if you plan to 

clean the engine or the bot-

tom of your car. Most car 

washes reuse wash water 

several times before sending 

it to the sewer system for 

treatment. 

 

Residential Car Washing: Lessen Your Water Quality Impact! 

Winter 2008  
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Throughout January and February, the MACC sent 

out an 18 page survey to all agricultural landowners that 

owned more than 20 acres of land within the watershed 

boundary. The purpose of this survey was to gain valu-

able insight from the agricultural community on water 

quality related issues, the use of best management prac-

tices (BMPs) on the farm and participation in govern-

ment funded cost share programs. More importantly we 

wanted help identifying the major barriers that might 

prevent farmers from implementing water quality 

BMPs.  

The original mailing list included 547 landowners 

representing almost 47,000 acres (pictures on the map at 

right).  After accounting for vacant addresses, our mail-

ing list fell to 493 addresses. Farmers were contacted a 

total of 5 times throughout the study period. In total, we 

received 141 completed surveys, which is almost a 30% 

response rate!  

We are still accepting surveys through March 

and would be delighted to reach a 40% response 

rate. If you or a farmer you know wants to fill out a 

survey please contact Mary Fales at 616-395-2688 or 

mfales@the-macc.org.The survey is completely confi-

dential. 

Those who complete a survey will be entered into a 

Thank You Farmers! Preliminary Survey Results  
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driveway! 

Photo and tagline: Puget Sound Partnership 

drawing for $250 in prizes. Stay tuned to our website and future 

newsletters for a more in depth analysis of survey results. Thanks 

goes out to all landowners who took the time to fill out the survey!  


