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Your Vi si on for 1

If you had a dream for the future of Lakegy for the course of water quality improvements

_ Macatawa, what would it be? Would it inin the future. Community wide input is critical

clude clear blue water or better fishing dor the successful development of this plan.

., even more canoeing and kayaking opporturitfease consider joining us for a Watershed Vi-

ties? sioning Meeting on Monday, March 29th (details
The Macatawa Watershed Project is ifelow). We want to hear your thoughts on the
terested in crafting a vision for the future duture desired condition of Lake Macatawa and
Lake Macatawa and the greater watershegau can help us develop a plan to get there!
Creating a vision is a critical step in the W_
tershed management planning process.
vision should be Something that unites t Watershed V|S|On|ng Mee“ng
community and creates a common goal tl Monday, March 29th

we can all work towards.
Currently, the Macatawa Watershed Pr  8:00am12:00pm, Alpenrose Restaurant

ject is revising and updating our watersh RSVP to mfales@thenacc.org

management plan which will lay out a stra.-

| tds That Time of Year Ag:

Very soon the snow will be melting, thdan on the use of fertilizer containing phosphorus
birds will be chirping and the sun will befor residential lawns (unless you are establishing
shining which means . . . the grass will staat brand new lawn). Lake Macatawa is burdened
growing! While most of us strive for neatwith way too much phosphorus alreadyou
tidy and green | awngd,onwhatwawma dtoondéadd ypocah
realize is that our lawn care practicean thoughusi ng phosphorus fr ece
have a huge impact on our local environmehave a negative impact on your ldwmost soil
and water quality. Bast enaudh engturad phosphorud o vsefficiendy!

There are many ways to not only saveour i sh | awns. Donodt bel
time, money and effort but also lessen yowhich are offered by your local MSU Extension
impact on the environment. How you choos#fice.
to care for your lawn is up to you, but we
hope youconsider the lawn care tips on pag@ttawa Co MSUE
3 when making your lawn care decisions th&16-994-4580
year. If you use a landscaping company, be
sure to use a company that has received thilegan Co MSUE
Macatawa Watershed Seal of Approvap- 2696730370
proved companies are listed on page 4.

All residents should be aware that botHappy Mowing!
Ottawa and Allegan County have passed a




Every year since 2001, th of urban, suburban and rural components
Macatawa Area Coordinating Counc of watershed management. She has been
(MACC) has recognized one of otan invaluable advocate, innovator, and
many community partners who have su problem solver for the watershed who was
stantially contributed toward watershe instrumental in attaining much of the re-
improvements and have made a posit search that was performed on the water-
impact on the watershed and water qu shed this past year.
ity. Most importantly, Julia is truly in-

Julia Kirkwood, Senior Environ-vested in, and brings passion to, her
mental Analyst with the Michigan Degr ant eeds watershed n
partment of Natural Resources and En Her positive energy and passion have
ronment (MDNRE), was selected as tlbeen a wonderful addition to the projects
2009 Watershed Stakeholder of the Ye within the Macatawa Watershed.
and was presented with the award Previous Recipients: Robert DenHerder (2001), Jim
December 8thJulia currently serves a jipping (2002), Zeeland Public Schools (2003), Jen
our grant administer on two MDNRI Soukhome and Zeeland Wetlands Class (2004), Dr.
grants. She brings an incredible depth Graham Peaslee and Hope College (2005), Bob Dyk-

knowledge and technical understandi huis (2006), Pam Landes (2007), and City of Zeeland
(2008).

Prioritizing and Protecting our Remaining Natural Lands

The MACC is currently working under a Section Macatawa Watershed

319 grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Rﬁ . . PRI T Far tay :
sources and Environment (MDNRE) to update our expi 8“‘1 Protection Priority by Quarter-Quarter Section

watershed management plan, originally developed in 1999. Version Bw2
An important role in the overall watershed management
process is incorporating a vision for natural resources con-
servation and planning. As part of the watershed plan revi-
sions, the MACC has been tasked with developirapr:
servation priority map for the watershed.

A conservation priority map identifies parcels or
patches of land that may be important natural resource g
eas, like remaining forests and wetlands. The Watershec
Projectdés main goal is to
quality. A conservation priority map will help identify and
prioritize those areas that are important for water quality =
protection and/or natural resource restoration.

The map to the right identifies and ranks thgse
areas of remaining natural land. The map divides the
shed into a grid, with each square representing a g "
guarter section or approximately 40 acres. The ranking S
calculated based on percentage of desirable land cove ¥
forest and wetland), presence of a waterway, proximit
already protected areas and ground water recharge a 09 7
others. \ i

The MACC developed this map with input from I
organizations like the Macatawa Greenway, the Land Con- .
servancy of West Michigan and the Ottawa County Parks
Department. It provides a tool to guide land protection
strategies in the future. For more information or a full copy
of the report, contact Mary Fales at mfales@rieec.org.




Thank You Farmers! Preliminary Survey Results

Throughout January and February, the MACC sdmaiwing for $250 in prizes Stay tuned to our website and future
out an 18 page survey to all agricultural landowners tieatsletters for a more in depth analysis of survey results. Thanks

owned more than 20 acres of land within the waters@els out to all landowners who took the time to fill out the survey!

boundary. The purpose of this survey wagain valu-

able insight from the agricultural community on water
guality related issues, the use of best management prac-
tices (BMPs) on the farm and participation in govern-
ment funded cost share programs. More importantly we
wanted help identifying the major barriers that might
prevent farmers from implementing water quality
BMPs.

The original mailing list included 547 landowners
representing almost 47,000 acres (pictures on the map at
right). After accounting for vacant addresses, our mail-
ing list fell to 493 addresses. Farmers were contacted a
total of 5 times throughout the study period. In total, we
received 141 completed surveys, which is almost a 30%
response rate!

We are still accepting surveys through March
and would be delighted to reach a 40% response
rate. If you or a farmer you know wants to fill out a
survey please contact Mary Fales at 8962688 or
mfales@themacc.org.The survey is completely confi-
dential.

Those who complete a survey will be entered into a

Residential Car Washing: Lessen Your Water Quality Impact!

Everyone likes a clean car,
and car washing seems to be a
national past time in the summer
months. Whether you are wash-
ing your car at home or partici-
pating with a local organiza-
tionbds car was h
should be aware of the water
guality impacts.

Most soap contains phos-
phates and other chemicals that
can pollute local waterways and
harm fish and other aquatic life.
The soap, together with the dirt
and oil washed from your car,
flows into nearby storm drains
which eventually outlet directly
to local streams and Lak
Macatawa wittmo treatment

. i |
Phosphorus is what caust driveway!
too much algae to grow in Lak Photo and tagline: Puget Sound Partnership
Macatawa! =
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Here are some tips to follow:

e Use soap sparingly and try
to use phosphorus free soap

e Use a hose nozzle with a
trigger to save water.

e Pour your bucket of soapy
water down the sink or on
the | awn when
not in the street.

e Wash your car on a grassy
area so the ground can filter
the water naturally.

e Better yet, take your car
to a commercial car wash,
especially if you plan to

ashes reuse wash water
several times before sending
it to the sewer system for
treatment.
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