o
What Is A Watershed?
Contact the MACC

A watershed is the area of land that drains to a common point. The Lake
Macatawa Watershed includes all the land that drains to Lake Macatawa.

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council Each year thousands of pounds of phosphorus are carried from this

400 136th Avenue, Suite 416 watershed into Lake Macatawa when it rains. Ninety percent of the
Holland, MI 49424 phosphorus entering our watershed comes from stormwater runoff from
616-395-2688 residential areas that use fertilizers containing phosphorus, sediment from

construction sites and agricultural areas. Too much phosphorus causes
overgrowth in aquatic plants and algae blooms, which can lead to depleted
MACC Staff oxygen in the water, fish kills, and overall poor water quality.

Sue Higgins shiggins@themacc.org i
Stephanie Beyersbeyer@themacc.org Macatawa Watershed Project Goal

Beth McDonald- bmcdonald@themacc.org

Steve Bulthuis- sbulthuis@themacc.org
Elisa Hoekwater ehoekwater@thenacc.org

Reduce the amount of phosphorus in Lake Macatawa through public
awareness, education and water quality Best Management Practices

General Inquiries- info@themacc.org (BMPs).

Don't let a good drop go bad!

\Help Your Watershed

We are all responsible for the quality of our water.
Everyone can do something to help the watershed.

Sara DenHerder
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i at Reduce the amount of runoff leaving your property.
Copies of these books are available for FREE. + Direct downspouts away from paved areas and
Please contact the MACC office at (616) 28888 to get your copies. point them toward grassy, planted or mulched
areas.

Teachers, educators and others!

These books are great for the classroom or for presentations and canfbe or- ¢ Wash your car on the grass to prevent water from
dered for free in bulk. entering directly into the storm sewer. Use

cleaners labeled biodegradable.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
May 3 - Storm drain Stenciling Campaign KiaKf,

¢ Leave grass h3 giheri b eh avieg!

Zeeland East Pavilion @ 10:00 am retain more water.
Watershed Technical Committee Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the ¢ Use native plants in your landscape.
month, Zeeland Charter Township Hall @ 10am. _
The public is invited. For more information call (616) 3952688 ¢ Install a rain garden.

or email bvankley@the-macc.org

¢ Plant bare soil areas.

Please v_isiWww.the—mgcc.orqto find more + Create a buffer strip of vegetation along streams,
information on our projects and committees ponds and ditches.
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Think Spring, Think Healthy Lawn Practices

Do You Use a Lawn Service? [

Beginning in 2008, Ottawa County residents will have to closely watch which fertilizer they put on their lawns
after the county's Board of Commissioners voted to ban the use of phosphorus fertilizers for residential use
except in specific situations, such as when planting new grass. The ban states that no lawn fertilizer "labeled a
containing more than 0 percent phosphorus” can be used in the county. Before you fertilize your lawn this year,
consider having your soil tested. A soil test will tell you exactly what nutrients are needed in what amounts for
optimum growth Soil test kits can be obtained by calling the MACC office at (616) 39%688.

Storm Drain Stenciling Campaign
Johnson Controls & Zeeland Public Schools

Ask if the company is endorsed by the Macatawa Watershed P
Seal of Approval Program. Endorsed firms offer the following:

N
e The company makes every attempt to use no phosphorus fertil$ é
e Prior to applying fertilizer, the lawn is measured and the reside
property owner is given a diagram of the lawn to ensure the c¢@i
amount of fertilizer is applied. \
e On property near bodies of water, 408t buffer strip to the bod
of water is designated to receive no fertilizer.

e All grass clippings and fertilizer are blown off impervious surfd {4
and back onto lawns to prevent runoff into storm drains. |

e Grass is cut no shorter than 3 inches.

This spring, keep an eye out for groups of Zeelant The next time you wash your car on your driveway,
Public School students and adults roaming the consider where the water goes. The soapy, dirty water
streets with cans of spray paint. They will be part runs down the street into the storm drain and eventually
of an education campaign to remind all of us that this drain carries the wash water to a water body. Next
storm water pollution begins at the drain on our time you wash your car, consider washing it on the lawn
streets. The storm drain stenciling program, & to prevent the soapy runoff from entering a storm drain.

dlnto the Wat erCoOppergtye effort between Johnson Controls anc To learn more about the campaign or to get involved,
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How You Can Help 4

Children's Books 4

the MACC, provides free stenciling kits to please call the MACC office at (616) 392688 or
individuals and community groups who want to email bvankley@the macc.org
volunteer to paint messages such as:

Dump No Waste: Drains to Lake

People should be concerned about what enters
storm drain because anything that is flushed down
storm drain is not treated before it reaches a streai
or river and ultimately, Lake Macatawa. This
means that oil, antifreeze, paint, grass clippings
household waste, pet wastes, or any other waste ¢
streets and sidewalks goes directly into a nearb
stream, river, or lake.



