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Second Annual Green Commut

May 1822nd, the Macatawa
Area Coordinating Council
launched its second annual
Green Commute Week.
Activities included a Com-
munity-Wide Bicycle Expo,
and an organized bicycle
ride through Kollen Park

and downtown Holland.

MACC staff was thankful
for the support of repre-
sentatives from local busi-
nesses, health care profes-
sionals, bicycle shops, the
Macatawa Cycling Club,
Macatawa Area Express
(MAX) Bus, and local media
in planning and promoting
the Green Commute Week
events.

Green Commute Week is
designed to highlight envi-

Development of Regional
Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan

In March, the MACC Policy
Committee supported a staff
proposal to develop a re-
gional Non-Motorized Plan.

MACC staff began the plan-
ning process with a workshop
and individual meetings with
local units of government in
order to understand needs
and perspectives expressed

ronmental and health bene-
fits, as well as cost savings
of using alternative trans-
portation options which are
GREEN. During the week,
the community was encour-
aged to try alternative
transportation options such
as bicycling, walking, and
public transportation.

e Week

MACC staff is available to
speak with Holland and

Zeeland area businesses
about Green Commute

ideas. Assistance is also
available to set up corpo-
rate challenges with other

interested businesses.
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0Gr een
was a wonderful event
and it was great for the
communi ty.
(Comments by a Mom
and son who attended
the Communiyide
Bike Expo)

by individual communities.
MACC staff is developing a
plan which both recognizes
and complements earlier
efforts of MACC members
to plan and implement non-
motorized facilities.

A draft plan is to be avail-
able for public review later
this summer.
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Special points of inter-

est:

e Non-Motorized Plan
currently underway

¢ Plan will build upon
existing plans & facilities

¢ Plan will help to facilitate
coordination & collabo-
ration among units of

government.
¢ Draft available for public
review August 2009.
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As the regional nommotorized
plan begins to take shape this
summer, MACC staff is seek-
ing comments from the com-
munity.. Throughout the plan-
ning process, you have the
opportunity to give input on
proposed facilities and help
staff to identify how facilities
may be improved.

When you are biking or walk-
ing from one location to an-
other, have you observed the
need for shared use paths, -on
street bike routes or side-
walks? Are you aware of any
obstacles or factors that make
biking or walking especially
difficult?

Comment

Public input would help to ad-
dress safety concerns and also
help to identify how residents
would benefit from proposed
facilities.

To comment on bicycle and
pedestrian needs, please con-
tact : Elisa Hoekwater, Planner,
(616) 3952688, or email: ehoek-
water@the-macc.org.

25 Prizes Awarded at Community -Wide Bike Expo

A new bicycle, bicycle helmets,
t-shirts and water bottles were
among the many prizes awarded
during the CommunityWide

Bike Expo, Thursday May 21st, at
the Holland Civic Center.
Thanks to donations from local
bicycle shops, the League of
Michigan Bicyclists, MAX bus,
and other local businesses
MACC staff was able to hold a

free raffle and award 25 prizes.
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The Bike Expo also included
equipment demonstrations,
a panel of bike commuters talk-

ing about their commute by bike

(for work or errands). Speakers

shared health benefits and other

helpful tips to commute by bike.
Rich Moeller, with the League of

Michigan Bicyclists also spoke on

the rules of the road and distrib-
uted a new publicationWhat
Every Bicyclist Must Know:
Tips for Sharing the Road

Legally and Safely.

Below: Participants of 2nd Annual Green Commute Week Leadership Ride

Save the Date: May 17th 2 22nd are the dates for
Green Commute Week 2010
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Phone: 616-395-2688
Fax: 616-395-9411
E-mail: info@the -macc.org

A Cooperative Effort Among
Units of Government

MISSION
STATEMENT

The purpose of the Macatawa
Area Coordinating Council is
to encourage cooperation
among neighboring govern-
mental units on matters

which have areawide concern.
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