MACC POLICY COMMITTEE
September 27, 2010
City of Zeeland – Howard Miller Community Ctr.  
 14 S. Church Street
Zeeland, MI  49464
12:00 p.m.
MINUTES

PRESENT:  Hannes Meyers, Jr., Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Bill Vanderbilt, Terry Burns, Todd Whiteman (for Kurt Dykstra), Terry Hofmeyer, Les Hoogland, Dal McBurrows, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Amanda Price, Gordon Schrotenboer, Russ TeSlaa and Dave Vander Kooi     
OTHERS PRESENT:   Aaron Deiter, Andrea Goodell, Greg Holcomb, Jim Schoettle, Steve Redmond, Steve Bulthuis, Beth McDonald, Elisa Hoekwateroekwate and Stephanie Beyer
I.           Introductions and Approval of Minutes–Following self-introductions, a motion was made by Gordon Schrotenboer and supported by Terry Burns to approve meeting minutes of the August 23, 2010 meeting as presented.  Motion carried.
II.
FY2010 Budget Amendment – Steve Bulthuis reviewed the traditional year-end budget amendment.  He noted that on the revenue side, the Department of Energy pass through funding in the amount of $350,000 to conduct the traffic signal optimization study was added.  This was offset by the same amount in the expenditure side.  There were other adjustments made, with explanatory notes, to various line items on the budget.  The revised budget shows revenues at $1,458,099 and expenses at $1,440.760 resulting in revenues over expenses of $17,339. 
A motion to approve the amendments to the FY2010 budget was made by Amanda Price and supported by Hannes Meyers, Jr.  Motion carried.
III.
MPO Transportation Issues

A.
Transportation Improvement Program Amendment and Modification Policy Revisions – Steve reviewed the new S/TIP amendment schedule being implemented statewide for FY2011, allowing only six amendments per year, and how that may affect capitalizing on funding opportunities.  It was noted at last month’s Policy Committee meeting, that revisions to the MACC’s TIP amendment policy may be necessary in order to make revisions while still meeting submission deadlines of the new S/TIP amendment schedule.  The revisions would result in the Policy Committee delegating its approval for TIP amendments under certain circumstances for added flexibility with intensions of keeping these instances to a minimum.  A copy of the revised policy was included in the agenda packets.  
The most significant changes to the policy are:
· A federal funding addition/deletion threshold of $50,000 is needed to initiate an amendment.  Amounts less that this will be handled as administrative modifications.
· The TIP Development Committee (comprised of all the Technical Committee members) would have the authority to approve an amendment.

  The process for this new procedure:

Steve, can we or should we drop in page two of the memo describing the process?  It’s really not that long. 

A motion to adopt the proposed TIP Amendment/Modification Policy as presented was made by Dave Vander Kooi and supported by Gordon Schrotenboer.  Motion carried.


B.
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update – Elisa Hoekwater reported that there are four major tasks required in updating the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) which includes Socioeconomic Date Update, Public Participation (survey on-line), Deficiency Analysis and Draft/Approved List of Projects.  As time being a limiting factor, Elisa provided information on one of the four tasks, socioeconomics.
The socioeconomic data collected and prepared for use in the regional travel demand modeling process related to developing the 2035 LRTP includes population, households and employment for the MACC area with 2009 serving as the base year.  
The MACC socioeconomic data illustrates the following trends:

· Household growth expected to increase by 32.1%

· Population growth expected to increase by 15.3% (a comparison of households and population illustrates the statewide trend of fewer people living in each household)

· Employment is expected to increase by 6.9% (this is an adjustment from projections developed in 2005, however the projections are higher than the state growth rate projected for the year 2035)

In preparing the 2009 base data for employment, the statewide employment database recorded approximately 10,000 jobs within the MACC area which were not included in the 2005 base data.  MACC staff used several sources of geographic data in order to confirm the accuracy of the employment data including aerial photographs, parcel boundaries and field checks.  This technique of using ArcView to overlay multiple layers of data was especially helpful to check for inconsistencies, to locate employers which were not included in earlier employment tables, and to update the database within each of the transportation analysis zones.

Estimates for the year 2035 were developed by reviewing projections used by MDOT, REMI forecasts produced by the University of Michigan Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations, and reviewing previous Long Range Plan data.  MACC staff also had the benefit of working with Placeways LLC, and MDOT staff during the LRTP Alternative Scenarios project, to compare statewide projections and interpolated values for use in the travel demand forecasting model.       
Currently, plans are to present an updated LRTP by February 2011.

A motion to approve the 2009 and 2035 socioeconomic data as presented was made by Terry Nienhuis and supported by Pankaj Rajadhyaksha.  Motion carried. 

C.
Clean air Action Update – Elisa provided an update on the Clean Air Action (CAA) Program with news that the CAA display has been placed in quite a number of locations/events since May.  The display has been seen at the Holland Community Aquatic Center, MAX Transportation Office, Graafschap Fire Station- pancake event, Holland Charter Township office, Ottawa County office -  Fillmore Complex and Kollen Park – National Night Out.  Having the display circulate throughout the community helps to educate the public as to what they can do to help with air quality.   Please notify the MACC office if you would like to have the display at your office or event.
For this season air quality has been good overall.  This summer there were a total of five CAA days called by the MDNRE for West Michigan in spite the very warm weather.  Days called were 7/04, 8/13, 8/29, 8/30 and 8/31 with the worse day of the entire season being 9/21 when the temperature was 86 degrees with emissions at 79 parts per billion (ppb).  There were only two days in actual “8 Hour Ozone Standard” violation for the Holland area and those dates were 7/06 and 9/21.  The EPA will be revising the standards in October for CAA days which could possibly be 65 parts per billion. Elisa, what was the standard for the summer?  Would it be a good idea to list that to show a difference??
Congratulations are in order for Allegan County as it is now in the attainment/ maintenance category for ozone.  The EPA looks at a three year average to make the decision whether an area is within the attainment or non-attainment category and Allegan County was within the guidelines for three years.  This information was just released on Friday, September 27th.  Ottawa County has been attainment/maintenance since 2007.  

D.
MDOT/FHWA Comments – Dal McBurrows reported on the following items:
· FY2011 Unified Work Program was approved last week

· FY2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program was not approved by the Fed’s???-proper name??.  However, they have granted an extension for the FY2008-2011 TIP/STIP until the end of October

· CMAQ funds for 2011 projects were renewed for eligibility and will be submitted within the next couple of weeks

· State Rail Plan information was provided.  There will be four public hearing/meetings held throughout the state regarding rail issues and public participation/comments are encouraged and welcome.  The closest meeting location for the MACC would be in Grand Rapids at Grand Rapids Transportation Center on Leonard Street, September 29th, from 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

IV.
Macatawa Watershed Project

A.
GVSU Boat Tours – Beth McDonald gave a recap with photos of the very successful GVSU Boat Tours out on Lake Macatawa that were given on September 10th.  There were approximately 25 guests on each of the four tours including several families and the Grand Rapids Press and the Holland Sentinel.  This event was a funded project through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency with the main goal of getting the community out on Lake Macatawa and Lake Michigan to have hands on experience with water sampling and to recognize water quality issues. The MACC was able to partner with GVSU for this effort.  Dr. Janet Vail discussed water quality issues regarding Lake Michigan while Beth was able to give the community a local perspective for Lake Macatawa.  As sediment was brought up from the bottom of the lake for examination, one finding was that there were more bloodworms, larva stage of the nymph fly, in the last hour of the tour.  Beth, I don’t know if this is significant or “minutes worthy” but it was in my notes!!!   There has been some discussion with Janet Vail, Ph. D., from Grand Valley State University for possible tours in the spring for the general public and school age children.
B. 
Newsletter – Beth highlighted a couple of articles in the September 2010 newsletter that was distributed to Policy members.  Key informational articles included:
· Myth: Lake Macatawa’s Water Quality Problems Are Caused by All Those Factories Dumping Stuff Into the Lake!
· Got Leaves?  Don’t Dump Them in the Creek!

There are many interesting articles in the September 2010 Newsletter and the newsletters are published quarterly.  If you would like to receive a hard copy or E-Newsletter, contact the MACC office at (616) 395-2688.
C.
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Initiative Submittal – Beth reported that on September 1st all six storm water permitees (City of Holland, City of Zeeland, Allegan and Ottawa Counties and Allegan and Ottawa Road Commissions) submitted their annual???? reports.  The goal of the Storm Water Pollution Initiative (SWPPI) is to reduce discharge into the Macatawa watershed to the maximum extent practicable.  These SWPPI permitees’ are at a phase II level and make a very serious commitment at working together through the MACC to improve Lake Macatawa.  The permittees can no longer use old methods of piping out everything as quickly as they used to.  They must now come up with new plans and look at new alternative green efforts. There have been some changes in the SWPPI requirements such as:
· Disposing of street sweeping debris as liquid industrial hazardous waste 
V.
Administrative Issues

A.
MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported that most of the Executive Committee’s agenda items have been discussed during the course of today’s meeting.
Steve noted that he has been approached by some members inquiring about the Strategic Planning Initiatives that was an effort developed by the City of Holland in the 1980’s that put together a report titles the 2010 report to look at the different facets of the community.  It has been suggested that we take another look and update that report.  Steve and the Executive Committee are taking another look at this effort.
Steve announced that we are pleased that Mary had baby boy, Trevor Zachary. And both mom and baby are doing well.  Mary will be on maternity leave and staffing changes have been made to accommodate her leave.  We are looking forward to her return.

It was noted that the property adjacent to the MACC office has been purchased and the new owner is in dialogue regarding snow plowing, lawn care, etc.

Steve Nienhuis asked if it would be possible to get a copy of Steve’s upcoming goals.  Request acknowledged. 

B.
Monthly Financial Report – Steve Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report that reflects the eleventh month of the fiscal year and all is tracking well.  Revenues are at 79.3% with expenditures at 74.3%
VI.
Public Comments – There were no public comments.
VII.
Members’ Comments


A.
Host Member: Les Hoogland, Mayor, City of Zeeland welcomed members to the Howard Miller Community Center.  Mayor Hoogland introduced Jim Schoettle as the new Director of the Zeeland Chamber of Commerce.  He reviewed current and upcoming projects including:

· Pumpkin Fest beginning September 30th continuing through October 2nd with a parade on Saturday at 3:00 p.m.

· New repaved culvert put in on 104th Street and should open September 30th or October 4th 
· Huizenga Street driven by a  new force main to 104th by the creek and should be completed by the end of October
· State Street between Roosevelt and Riley should be completed by the end of October.  A major project partnering with Holland Township and Ottawa Road Commission

· Washington Street should be completed within one or three weeks with remill and resurfacing between Franklin and Fairview

· Clean water plant upgrade and new fluid force main to the point of 3.1 million is all completed now.  You can see the new Zeeland sign from Chicago Drive
· Roosevelt Fire Station renovation is completed and they took charge of a new fire pumper two weeks ago for the city limits and is ready to be used if necessary


B.
Other Members – Amanda Price of Park Township reports that a Park Township resident has approached the board requesting approval for a Segwe (??????) business in Park Township.  This caused some discussion because by ordinance, they do not allow motorized vehicles, except for wheelchairs, on the bike paths.  They have the committee looking at this, but she notes that this will impact other units of government as well.  This might be a topic for discussion in the future as a transportation and recreation issue. 
VIII.
Other Issues, Adjournment and Next Meeting - 

Next Meeting will be scheduled as follows:

Monday, October 25, 2010
Park Township Hall
52 – 152nd Avenue
Holland, MI  49424
Meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
