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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

April 25, 2016 

Port Sheldon Township Hall 

16201 Port Sheldon Street 

West Olive, MI 49460 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers, David Van Ginhoven, Howard Baumann, Joseph 

Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, 

Terry Nienhuis, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, John Langdon, Liz Treutel-Callin 

 

I. REMEMBERING BILL VANDERBILT – The MACC Policy Committee recognized 

Bill Vanderbilt with a tribute video created by Mr. Camenga and shared remarks to acknowledge 

his leadership of the MACC and personal commitment to MACC staff. 
 

II. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. Wolters, supported by Mr. Klynstra to approve the 

March 28, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

IV. PRESENTATION:  Coast-to-Coast Passenger Rail Ridership & Cost Estimate 

Study - Liz Treutel-Callin, Policy Associate, Michigan Environmental Council presented the 

results of the Coast-to-Coast Passenger Rail Ridership Study and reviewed cost estimates.  Mr. 

Bulthuis reminded Committee members of the last conversation about this effort (July 2015) and 

the financial support ($500) provided as match.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Koops thanked Ms. 

Treutel-Callin.  

 

V. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Public Education Plan Update – The Public Education Plan was 

recently updated to reflect new requirements in Michigan’s storm water permits. This new 

plan does not replace the existing plan contained within the Macatawa Watershed 

Management Plan, but it is intended to meet compliance with the storm water permits by 

addressing the storm water topics required in the permit. There are 10 public education topics 

that numerous watershed stakeholders evaluated and prioritized for purposes of the plan. 

Most of the topics are currently being covered under the existing public education program, 

but there is one new topic that includes working with commercial, industrial and institutional 

entities on improved storm water management. The Macatawa Watershed Information and 

Education Team will work over the next year to develop messages and materials to distribute 

to this audience. The focus of the messages and materials will be pollution prevention and 

good housekeeping related to property management. 
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B. Other Watershed Activities – Several upcoming events were mentioned including 

the spring river cleanup on April 30, Hope Student Research Presentations on May 4 and the 

next Watershed Advisory Committee meeting on May 5. Staff was pleased to announce the 

award of two grant proposals that were submitted earlier in the year. Both proposals 

submitted to MiCorps for river cleanup and the road-stream crossing were awarded and will 

start in May. 

 

 

VI. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  
  

A. Transit Access Study Application*** – Ms. Hoekwater described the transit access 

and connectivity study being proposed to be funded with Section 5303 dollars offered by the 

Michigan Department of Transportation.  It is envisioned that the work will be completed in 

two phases and estimated to cost $47,250.  A match of 20%, which may be waived by 

MDOT, is required. Upon further review, it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported 

by Mr. Hofmeyer to authorize staff to seek Federal Transit Administration funds in the 

amount of $47,250 in order to complete a Regional Transit Access and Connectivity 

Study. Motion carried.   
 

B. Draft FY 2017 Unified Work Program Tasks – Ms. Hoekwater reviewed two new 

tasks being proposed for inclusion in the FY 2017 Unified Work Program as well as a general 

overview of the entire program.  The entire document is scheduled for approval at the June 6 

meeting of the MACC Policy Committee. 

 

C. 8th Street Capacity Analysis- Ms. Hoekwater informed the Committee of a capacity 

analysis being completed for the 8th Street corridor. The analysis will look at different cross-

sections for the corridor.  The results will be used in conjunction with the upcoming 

walkability training.  

 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments –Mr. Lanum noted the ongoing work related to 

development of performance measures.  He also expressed his appreciation for how Bill 

Vanderbilt welcomed him to the committee and the opportunity to work with him. 

  

VII. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Banking Powers Designation*** - Mr. Bulthuis stated that with Mr. Vanderbilt’s 

passing it was necessary to appoint a new person to possess certain banking powers.  These 

were detailed in a memo included in the agenda packet and reviewed by Mr. Bulthuis.  It was 

moved by Mr. Howard Baumann and supported by Mr. Bird to grant Pankaj 

Rajadhyaksha bank powers as detailed in the staff memorandum, dated April 19, 2016.  

Motion carried. 
 

B. FY 2017 Budget Preview & Themes – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the FY2017 Budget 

is nearing completion and that it meets the primary goal of ensuring necessary resources to 

deliver programs and services of the MACC with excellence.  However, he continued by 

addressing some factors that are constraining budget revenues including low population 

growth, flat revenues from MDOT and no new members since 2007.  Mr. Bulthuis noted his 

intent to distribute the budget in advance of the June 6 meeting agenda packet.  Discussion 

followed. 
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C. Bylaws Review Process- Mr. Bulthuis stated that he is still waiting for the revised 

bylaws from legal counsel reflecting the changes approved at the March meeting.  Once he 

has those it will be sent on for “ratification” to member’s councils and boards.  He also 

proposed a study session at 10:30 a.m. prior to the July 25 meeting to begin the process of 

further reviewing the bylaws to ensure they are meeting the needs of the organization.  A 

question was raised as to whether Mr. Nienhuis could start attending Executive Committee 

meetings prior to completion of the ratification process.  Mr. Koops said he was certainly 

welcome to attend. 
 

D. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 57.7% and expenses at 37.1%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none. 

 

E. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VIII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Howard Baumann welcomed the MACC Policy Committee to 

Port Sheldon Township and noted that a new picnic shelter with tables and grills will be 

constructed on the township hall property. Six miles of chip seal are scheduled to be laid onto 

township roads this year to extend the life of the pavement. He also noted that the township 

applied for a DNR Trust Fund Grant to make improvements at Windsnest Park.  

 

B. Other Members – Mr. Joe Baumann offered remarks related to the upcoming MAX 

millage.  A brochure providing information on the millage was made available. Mr. 

Hunsburger stated that Park Township is looking for professional planning services and asked 

that if other member are interested in sharing planning services to please contact him.  Mr. 

Hofmeyer noted the upcoming millage proposal for high speed broadband in Laketown 

Township stating internet service has become an essential and necessary service.   

 

IX. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Koops noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on June 6, 

2016 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Park Township Hall. There being no further 

business, it was moved by Mr. Howard Baumann, supported by Mr. Joe Baumann to 

adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, June 6, 2016 

Park Township Hall  

12:00 noon  

 


