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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

April 24, 2017 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Road 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, David Van Ginhoven, Howard Baumann, Joe Baumann, Tom 

Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, John 

Lanum, Glenn Nykamp, Jim Storey  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob 

Vink, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, LeighAnn Mikesell 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made.  Mr. Bauman noted that under item VII A. the second sentence should read “pickle” not 

“whiffle”.  It was moved by Mr. Jerry Hunsburger, supported by Mr. Joe Baumann to 

approve the March 27, 2017 meeting minutes. Motion carried.   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.   

 

III. WEST MICHIGAN PROSPERITY ALLIANCE –Mr. Bulthuis informed committee 

members that the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council had received a grant from the Governor’s 

office to conduct an asset management pilot study for the 13-county West Michigan Prosperity 

region.  MACC staff are participating in this effort by serving on the transportation committee as 

well as the steering committee.  Further updates on this initiative will be given as the study 

progresses.  The effort is scheduled to be completed by next April.     
 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Great Lakes Commission Grant Application –MACC staff submitted a proposal to 

the Great Lakes Commission on April 14, 2017 requesting funding for a Sediment and 

Phosphorus Reduction Project. The grant ask was $194,000 and the MACC and Outdoor 

Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway (ODCMG) are providing $67,946 in match, $12,946 

from the MACC and the rest from ODCMG. The project proposes to install an iron enhanced 

sand filter, construct 2-stage ditches and restore streambanks. Iron enhanced sand filters are a 

relatively new technique to remove dissolved phosphorus from farm tile drainage water. A 

producer has been identified that is willing to install a filter on a field that he farms. If funded, 

the grant will start in October 2017 and last for 2 years. It was moved by Mr. Howard 

Baumann, supported by Mr. Storey to authorize the Executive Director to enter into an 

agreement with the Great Lakes Commission should the grant be awarded. Motion 

carried. 

 

B. Volunteer and Outreach Event Schedule - Several events occurred in March and 

April including two presentations about soil erosion to a class at the Careerline Tech Center 

and to the Allegan County Road Commission. Other activities included presentations to the 
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Holland Garden Club and participation in Hudsonville High School’s Earth Day celebration. 

Many activities are scheduled through May including several volunteer events (river cleanup, 

road-stream crossing inventories, macroinvertebrate monitoring, Smallenburg Park work day). 

The Watershed Project will be participating in both days of Kinderplaats with a fun fishing 

game and fish craft that was developed by the MACC’s new summer interns. 
 

V. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

A. Green Commute 2017 – Ms. Hoekwater gave an overview of the 10th annual Green 

Commute Week and what activities were scheduled for the event. She went on to speak about 

how easy it is to get involved in the commute challenge and encouraged units of government 

to participate.   

 

B. Review of FY2018 Unified Work Program Tasks – Ms. Hoekwater highlighted a 

few of the new regulations that must be incorporated into the MACC’s Unified Work Program 

(UWP) and discussed how we plan on implementing those new requirements. The first rule she 

spoke of states, that the “UWP and the Transportation Improvement Plan must encourage and 

promote the safe and efficient development, management, and operation of surface 

transportation systems to serve the mobility needs of people and freight, and foster economic 

growth and development, and takes into consideration resiliency needs, while minimizing 

transportation-related fuel consumption and air pollution.” Ms. Hoekwater then went on to 

discuss eight planning factors that must be included in the MACC’s Long Range Transportation 

Plan.  Staff intends to bring the FY2018 Unified Work Program to the Board at the next meeting 

for approval.    

  

C. Building An Age-Friendly Holland/Zeeland – Mr. Bulthuis reported that MACC 

staff is engaging in an effort focused on creating an “age-friendly” community.  The focus of 

this initiative is on transportation and, thus, seems appropriate for the MACC to participate.  

Updates on the work related to this initiative will be shared at future meetings.   

 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum spoke about the implementation of the 

planning factors in the MPO planning process that will be included in documents such as the 

UWP, LRTP, and the TIP. All of those documents are to reflect the planning factors and the 

performance based approaches which are to be implemented by May 2018.  

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

  

A. Budget Amendment #2 – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a memo in the agenda packet 

related to this item.  He noted that adjustments to the FY2017 budget to accommodate for the 

Community Enhancement Program as well as the Downtown Holland Traffic Study comprise 

the largest changes in the amendment.  With the amendment, revenues are estimated at 

$1,227,876 and expenditures at $1,107,100.  Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. 

Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Klynstra to adopt Budget Amendment #2 as presented.  

Motion carried.    
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B. FY2018 Budget Overview – Mr. Bulthuis provided an overview of the FY2018 

budget noting some major themes that would impact revenues and expenses.  These included: 
 

Revenues: 

• CPG Funds – reduced by 7% - back to historical levels 

• CMAQ/Asset Management are stable 

• Data Collection returns - $17,000 

• Jurisdiction dues +0.4%  ($800) 

• Several watershed grants end – GLRI and Watershed Study Phase II remain 

Expenses: 

• Staffing levels stable 

• Health insurance costs? 

• Most line items remain flat  

 

Mr. Bulthuis noted that the FY2018 budget is scheduled to be presented for board approval at 

the June 5th meeting. 

   

C. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

which reflects the midway point of the fiscal year. Revenues are at 44.9% and expenses at 

30.6%. He asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none.  

 

D. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Hofmeyer welcomed the Board to Laketown Township. He 

provided the group with a postcard which listed the free summer concerts that the township 

will be hosting again this year at their Felt Mansion property and also gave the dates for when 

tours will be held. Weddings continue to be very popular at the Felt Mansion - Thursdays 

through Sundays and are already booked more than a year out. Mr. Hofmeyer also shared the 

township’s newsletter with the board.  
 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments.  
 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhyaksha reminded the group that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would 

be held on June 5, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Zeeland Charter 

Township Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 


