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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

April 27, 2020 

12:00 p.m. 
Join Online: https://zoom.us/j/96181582470 

Join by phone: +1 312 626 6799  Meeting ID: 961 8158 2470 

 

MINUTES 
 

BOARD PRESENT: Howard Baumann Jr., Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Linda 

Howell, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, Don Mayle, Hannes Meyers Jr, Terry Nienhuis, Pankaj 

Rajadhyaksha, Russ TeSlaa, David Van Ginhoven 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Jim Camenga, Aaron Dawson (FHWA), Mara Gericke, Kelly Goward, 

Tyler Kent (MDOT), Tyler Kent (MACC), Carolyn Ulstad, Rob Vink, Judy Visscher, Jim Brooks 

(observer), Esther Fifelski (observer)  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self introductions were not 

made. Verbal roll call was recorded by Ms.Visscher.  

 

***It was moved by Mr. Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Joe Baumann to approve the March 23, 

2020 meeting minutes. Motion carried.  

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – (shared later in the meeting) Mr. Brooks welcomed Mr. Kent to 

the MACC. He then shared that the Community Planning “Future Search 2020” scheduled for May 

has been deferred several months due to COVID, but will probably be held via virtual technology. 
 

III. ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

A. Environmental Program Update – Ms. Goward shared brief updates of four current 

grants. Mr. Vink has been meeting with farmers to discuss the Great Lakes Commission 

sediment and phosphorus reduction grant, but progress has been impacted by wet field 

conditions last fall. We did receive the EGLE permit for a cattle crossing that is being 

constructed in conjunction with a two-stage channel funded by one of our Great Lakes 

Commission small grants. The cattle crossing is being paid for by Project Clarity, and their 

consultant, Niswander Environmental, will be managing the entire project. Bidding has been 

delayed due to concerns over COVD-19, but we hope to still construct the project this summer. 

We are waiting for an EGLE permit for a streambank restoration project being funded by a 

second Great Lakes Commission small grant. A design revision, that increased the project cost, 

was submitted to EGLE in early April. We are working to secure the additional funds. Finally, 

the new Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant focused on stormwater officially started on 

April 1. A request for proposals is currently open seeking engineering and landscape architect 

services to design green stormwater infrastructure for Holland City Hall and Kollen Park. We 

plan to plant 4 curb-cut rain gardens at the end of May and are planning 6 additional gardens 

in conjunction with the 20th/21st St reconstruction. We are also looking forward to bringing 

project partners together to plan a rainscaping volunteer program based on the LGROW 

Rainscaping Program. 
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 IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM   
 

A.  FY2020-2023 TIP Amendment - Ms. Ulstad presented the Board with two amendments 

to the FY20-23 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Both amendments pertain to the same 

rail safety project on 76th Avenue at the CSX rail crossing in Zeeland Charter Township. The new 

project will install flashing-light signals and half-roadway gates as well as raise and grade the north 

roadway approach 

***It was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Ms. Howell to approve the TIP 

amendment as presented. Motion carried. 

 

B.  FY2021 Draft Unified Work Program - In early March, MACC staff met with state 

and federal partners for their annual Pre-UWP meeting to discuss planning program emphasis areas 

for the next fiscal year. The purpose of the UWP is to identify transportation issues facing the 

urbanized area and indicates work items to be undertaken to address those issues. Essentially the 

UWP is the document that lays out everything the MPO will work on throughout the year. The UWP 

is organized by four activity areas which include administration, short range planning, special 

projects, and long range planning.  

An overview of the draft FY21 UWP was presented at the April Policy Board meeting. Staff will be 

seeking action to adopt the final list of FY2021 UWP tasks through approval of a resolution at the 

June 8th meeting.  

 

C.  MDOT-FHWA Comments – Mr. Tyler Kent shared the following: 

 

1. What we currently know about the state budget and MDOT road funding: 

a. Stay-at-home order extended into May, sounds like a phased reopening may be 

used. 

b. Since mid-March, traffic volumes on the major roadways in the state have been 

down significantly, as a result of the stay-at-home order.  Some estimates say the 

statewide average is down by more than 50%.   

c. We do not know what the impact on transportation revenue is, but there will be 

an impact 

d. Last week, the SOM temporarily laid off a little under 3,000 employees for 2 

weeks.  MDOT staff are included in this as well. 

e. By law, the Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference is held the second week 

of January and the third week of May each year.  We should have a little more 

information at your next Policy meeting. 

2. Silver lining: MDOT projects are still being planned for this construction season, and 

with less traffic, we may have opportunities that we wouldn’t have had 

a. However, if the contractor does not feel that they can reasonably accommodate 

their workers in compliance with the Governor’s EO’s, then they may elect to 

stop construction.  Stopping a project is up to the contractors, not MDOT. 

3. Traffic counts – strive for fall collection because of large construction projects in 2021-

2023 

 



MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
April 27, 2020 
Page 3 

 

Mr. Meyers inquired about the status of 1980 Transportation Inventory Bonds.  Mr. Kent 

replied he would check into the status of these bonds, but he assumes that these bonds have all 

been paid off. 

 

Mr. Dawson had no comments from the FHWA. 

  

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 

A.  Financial Report – Mr. Kent shared the FY 2020 financial report to date. No 

comments were offered. 

 

B. Proposed FY2021 Budget – Mr. Kent shared that the increased Watershed dues that 

started in FY2020 Budget were intended to be retained in subsequent yearly budgets. “Revenue 

- Other” includes Community Enhancement Program contributions and miscellaneous 

donations to the MACC. He noted that “Expenses – Watershed” are not totally covered by the 

dues increase, and this will be discussed further with the Executive Committee and outcome 

will be brought back to the Policy Board. Good topic for a future Strategic Planning Meeting. 

The present COVID situation may affect some of these numbers. The proposed budget is 

requested to be adopted at the June 8 Policy Board meeting; any members having questions 

should contact appropriate MACC staff.  

 

Mr. Rajadhyaksha inquired how the current US Census would affect dues. It was agreed that 

the Census outcome would affect member dues, but that that information would not be 

available for 9-18 months.  

 

C. MACC Executive Committee Report – The Executive Committee meeting minutes 

were included in the Policy Board meeting packet. Mr. Kent asked if there were any questions 

or comments, there were none.  

  

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS -  
 

A.       Members Questions or Comments – No questions or comments were made. 
 

 

VIII.  OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING 

 

A.     Mr. Kent relayed that the next Policy Board meeting is scheduled to be held at Olive Township, 

but staff will let members know if it will be held by virtual technology again.  

 

***It was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr. Van Ginhoven to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned  
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The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, June 8, 2020 

12:00 noon 

Olive Township Town Hall 


