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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES***  
Members Present: Danielle Bouchard – Chair (Ottawa County Department of Planning and 
Performance Improvement), Howard Baumann (Port Sheldon Township), Matt Block 
(MDOT, TSC Muskegon), Steve Bulthuis (Holland Charter Township), Ken DeWeerdt 
(Fillmore Township), David Fairchild (MDOT Bureau of Planning), Howard Fink (Park 
Township), Beth Higgs (MAX Transit), Al Meshkin (Laketown Township), Scott Nienhuis 
(City of Zeeland), Glenn Nykamp (Zeeland Charter Township), Steve Redmond (MDOT, 
Grand Region), Jon Roberts (MDOT, Urban Trans. Analysis), Todd Wolters (Olive 
Township). 
 
Others Present: Dave Bee (West Michigan Regional Planning Commission), Tim Burkman 
(MACC), Quinlan Ferber (MACC), Ryan Gladding (MDOT, Urban Trans. Analysis), Elisa 
Hoekwater (MACC), Carolyn Ulstad (MACC). 
 
*** It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to approve the 
minutes of July 9, 2018. The motion carried. 
 
II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- There were no members of the public at the meeting 
who wished to comment. 
 
III. NONMOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION- MACC Intern, Quinlan Ferber, 
presented photographs from a summer program through GVSU which provided the 
opportunity to travel to the Netherlands. He observes road design that incorporated colored 
bike pathways, bike lanes present on urban and rural roadways, roundabout designs for 
bicycles, and a bike parking garage. He also observed sustainable urban farming, 
hydroelectric power, and land bridges that were constructed over major roadway corridors 
and allowed safe wildlife crossings. Reflecting on his summer internship and time spent 
evaluating biking facilities in the MACC area, he noted the lower comfort level while 
biking in West Michigan. Despite a Michigan law requiring motorists to provide at least 3 
feet of passing space, on-street bicyclists must still be cautious and lookout for motorists. 
 
IV. MACC 2045 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN UPDATE  
a. Community Survey - Ms. Ulstad reported on the updated MACC Public Participation 
Plan which was presented during the July 9 meeting, and revised to reflect outreach 
through social media – as well as a detailed schedule of activities throughout the 
transportation  
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planning process. The document has been released for public comment. The Committee reviewed a 
draft community survey was developed to include various examples of roadway designs. The 
Committee recommended that the survey be modified to include specific corridors of concern, and to 
also request input on how to allocate funding to different priorities in the region. Several members of 
the Committee stressed the importance of being able to compare the ratings and rankings with results 
from the 2040 LRTP survey.  
 
b. Coordination of MPO Travel Demand Forecast Models – Ms. Hoekwater reported on a meeting 
among West Michigan MPO’s and MDOT staff to review the travel demand forecast models and 
coordinate data collection for locations where the MPO boundaries meet. The models show a snap 
shot of a typical day M-Th during the Spring/Fall. During this coordination meeting, staff of the 
Grand Valley Metro Council, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, and West Michigan Shoreline 
Regional Development Commission reported on work to develop future socioeconomic data. Model 
outputs will assist the MPOs to make decisions regarding regional transportation investments and 
future programming. Mr. Roberts reported that he is working on the base year data for the MACC 
travel demand model and will be presenting an update on the M-231 modeling analysis. 
 
c. Working Group - Ms. Hoekwater reminded Tech Committee that last month staff has requested 
assistance from members of the Transportation Technical Committee to serve on a working group, 
for a 3-4 month period. The Working Group will assist MACC Staff to update the LRTP goals and 
objectives and review measures of effectiveness criteria. The group may also offer input on future 
performance measures including pavement and bridge condition, system performance, and transit 
asset management. The following Committee members volunteered to assist with this effort:  Brett 
Laughlin, Brian White, David Fairchild, and Scott Nienhuis.  

 
V. MACC 2018 PASER REPORT – Ms. Ulstad reported on the latest pavement evaluation 
data collected in 2018, which included Federal-Aid Roads in Allegan and Ottawa County. She 
reported on training requirements and illustrated the process to rate roads, using laptop data 
collection software and RoadSoft. As our rating no longer include excellent scores (new or not 
showing defect) and categories have been condensed to match Good-Fair-Poor categories used by 
other MPOs, there were a few minor changes to the overall summary.  Ms. Ulstad reported on the 
TAMC website and pavement forecasts through the year 2028. MACC staff will be preparing a final 
report to include additional details for the MACC area and comment on pavement deterioration.  

 
The Committee also discussed the use of recycled materials for roadway projects and asked about 
opportunities for material testing. It was recommended that this topic be discussed in further detail 
during a future meeting. The Committee requested input from the Ottawa and Allegan County Road 
Commissions, and MDOT staff who can offer additional background on the binding materials that are 
used. 
 
VI. MACC FY207-2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)*** – 
Ms. Hoekwater provided an update on the TIP amendment process and noted that the JobNet 
database went live July 16. Thanks to assistance from MDOT staff, the 64th Street project was 
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obligated. MACC is now working with MDOT to complete a Reconciliation TIP Amendment and 
will process the final amendments to the MACC 2017-2020 TIP once this has been submitted. 

MDOT has requested feedback on the definition for projects of regional significance. A handout was 
distributed to Technical Committee members for review. The definition was discussed and there were 
no objections. 
 
Ms. Hoekwater reported on CMAQ funding. Last month the Committee reviewed the MACC 
FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and discussed options to redirect CMAQ 
funding that was originally allocated for the Ottawa County Road Commission to purchase a vehicle 
with lower emissions. MDOT confirmed that timing will not work to apply the funds to BL-196/M-
121 Improvements in Zeeland. An alternative option that the Committee agreed to pursue was to 
reallocate CMAQ funds to the Clean Air Action Program. Due to local match requirements, the final 
amount that was reallocated was $16,000. A total of $2,500 from the Westrain Collaborative was also 
applied to the Clean Air Action Program. The MACC Policy Committee took action during the July 
meeting to approve an amendment to the FY2017-2020 TIP which reallocates these funds. 

 
Ms. Hoekwater also informed the Committee of a CMAQ Call for Projects and discussed a proposal 
by WMRDC and GVMC staff to split the Ottawa County funding by population. In 2012 the split 
was as follows: MACC (39%), GVMC (36%), WMSRDC (20%), and OCRC (5%). This funding split 
has been successful in the past and will be repeated using 2017 population estimates. There were no 
objections from the Committee. 

 
MDOT staff reported that the CSX railroad crossing project at 72nd Avenue has received additional funds and 
will require an amendment of the MACC FY2017-2020 TIP. The Committee discussed the MACC FY2018 
program and agreed to recommend approval of this amendment by the MACC Policy Board. The following 
changes are to be included within the FY2018 Program: 
 
Name Limits  Work Federal 

Funds 
State 
Funds 

Total Funds Agency  Notes 

Zeeland Township 72nd Avenue 
@ CSX 
crossing 

 Extend crossing surface, 
relocate warning devices 

$ 243,000 27,000  $270,000 CSX RR/ 
MDOT 

Increase funding 
allocation from 
$182,000 ($180,000 
STRP; $2,000 M) 
to $270,000 

Note, a second rail project is also planned with the 72nd Avenue rail crossing project. Approach work is to occur 
at the intersection of M-121 & 72nd Avenue. This project has already been approved on the S/TIP and will be bid 
before it is obligated. Details of this second project are listed below: 

Name Limits  Work Federal 
Funds 

State 
Funds 

Total Funds Agency  Notes 

Zeeland Township M-121 & 
72nd 
Avenue 
 

 Approach work at 
intersection for rail safety 
improvements 

$ 72,000 8,000  $80,000 CSX RR/ 
MDOT 

Project has been 
approved and will be 
bid by Muskegon 
TSC 
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*** It was moved by Mr. Bulthuis and supported by Mr. Meshkin to recommend that the MACC Policy 
Committee amend the FY2018 Program of the MACC FY2017-2020 TIP to include the increased funding 
allocation to the CSX rail crossing at 72nd Avenue. The motion carried. 

 
VII. PROJECT UPDATE: M-40/M-89 CORRIDOR COMMITTEE 
Dave Bee, Director of the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission provided a presentation on 
the M-40/M-89 Corridor Committee which was chaired by Robert Kaarlie, of the Allegan County Road 
Commission. When the Committee was initially formed 20 years ago, it focused on traffic operations 
along the corridor, truck traffic, as well as access management. In more recent years the Committee has 
also addressed Safe Routes to School, safety improvements for pedestrians and bicyclists, and has 
coordinated with the MACC to incorporate short and long term goals from the M-40 Operational Safety 
Analysis, completed in 2011. Mr. Bee noted that the next M-40/M-89 Corridor Committee meeting is 
scheduled for October 30, 2018. 

 
VIII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS – The following 
reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the Technical 
Committee: 

 
Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Bouchard reported that Lakeshore 
Drive is being resurfaced. 
 
Holland Charter Township – Mr. Bulthuis reported on construction of a nonmotorized pathway on 
Felch Street. 
 
Park Township – Mr. Fink thanked OCRC and MACC staff for assistance with an application for 
funding to install rapid flashing beacons on Ottawa Beach Road. 
 
MAX Transit – Ms. Higgs prepared a summary of recent activities at the Macatawa Area Express 
Transportation Authority, including the new service in Park Township which has seen 9858 rides in 
the first year. Service is meeting the needs of senior citizens and ridership is also expected to increase 
during the school year. 
 
Michigan Department of Transportation (Grand Region) – Mr. Redmond reported on work at 
I96/Byron Road and noted that a Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) funding workshop will 
be held September 18, from 9-11:30 AM. 
 
Michigan Department of Transportation (Urban Trans. Analysis) – Mr. Roberts reported that he is 
working on the base year data for the MACC travel demand model and will be presenting an update on 
the M-231 modeling analysis. 

 
IX.              OTHER BUSINESS – A handout was distributed with information about the MDOT Call 
for Projects – through the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) and the High Risk Rural 
Road (HRRR) program. Project applications are due August 13, 2018.  
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X.              ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
 
*** It was moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried. 
 

Next Meeting: 
September 10, 2018 

MACC Office 
10:00 a.m. 


