
 

MINUTES 

 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 

August 11, 2014, MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair), Aaron Bodbyl-Mast, Linda LeFebre, Paul 

Lott, Al Meshkin, LeighAnn Mikesell, Glenn Nykamp, Scott Nienhuis, Steve 

Redmond, Brian White 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Dennis Grylicki  

 

***It was moved by Mr. Neinhuis and supported by Mr. Nykamp to approve the 

minutes of July 14, 2014.  The motion passed. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Mr. Grylicki is a Park Township resident.  Mr. Grylicki attended the  second 

community open house for the MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan and 

shared comments. 

 

III. 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

A. Map of Proposed Projects -  The Technical Committee reviewed a preliminary 

list and map of proposed improvement and expansion projects which are needed for 

future modeling work.   

B. Travel Demand Forecast Model Update – Ms. Hoekwater reported that work is 

continuing on three scenarios:  current trends, alternative transportation (transit and 

nonmotorized), and conservation priorities. The alternative transportation scenario will 

also be re-run to include potential changes in routes and service frequencies for MAX 

fixed route services.  Robert Maffeo (MDOT) is taking over the modeling tasks for 

Jennifer Osborne and will be working with MACC staff to incorporate projects 

proposed for the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. Additional details will be 

reported during the September meeting.  

C. Schedule Update – Ms. Hoekwater reported on the second LRTP open house, held 

on July 30 at the Howard Miller Library in Zeeland. Though lightly attended, public 

comments were valuable.  Ms. Hoekwater also reported on the financial element of the 

2040 LRTP and will prepare a financial chapter for future review. 
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IV. ASSET MANAGEMENT  

MACC staff has scheduled the remaining data collection activities with the City of Holland, and 

Michigan Department of Transportation.  Information regarding rutting and faulting is now 

required for the annual Highway Performance Management System (HPMS) submission and 

will be recorded while the crew is evaluating pavement condition and collecting 2014 PASER 

data.   

   

V.   REVISIONS TO TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

AMENDMENT RULES – Mr. Bulthuis requested feedback from the Transportation Technical 

Committee regarding possible changes to rules guiding the TIP amendment process.  Current 

MACC rules require a TIP amendment when federal funding of $50,000 or greater is either 

added to a project or removed from a project. The Committee discussed the possible option of 

adding language to include: “federal funding of $50,000 or 20% of the project cost, whichever 

is greater”.  This may provide the flexibility for MACC staff to add funds to a local project using 

an administrative modification.  The Committee discussed the amendment cycle which allows 

for 6 annual amendments.  If a project is new, it must be addressed through a formal amendment. 

If it is a funding change for a general program account (GPA), it can be handled 

administratively, as long as the total amendment amount does not change.  

 

VI. FY 2015 SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM BALANCE 

The Committee discussed past actions to address program balances and acknowledged that FY 

2014 projects were previously programmed and then had to be reduced when the MACC 

allocation of Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding was decreased.  Fortunately, the 

MACC Area did benefit from State funding through the Roads, Risk & Reserve Program and 

Priority Roads Investment Program.  This allowed the FY 2014 program to be fully funded. 

 

Mr. Bulthuis asked for feedback on the preferred approach to address unprogrammed balances.  

The committee discussed two approaches:  (A) Look at current year projects to evaluate whether 

they are fully funded and can use an unprogrammed balance; or (B) Issue a call for projects.  

Committee members preferred option A, citing increasing construction costs.   

 

VII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and other 

members of the Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Planning – Mr. Lott reported that the 2015 

Unified Work Program has been signed off by MDOT and sent onto the FHWA.  Mr. Lott also 

discussed changes in MDOT Region boundaries.  The MACC Area will no longer include the 

Southwest Region and will fall entirely within the Grand Region.  This plan will be implemented 

within the next 1 – 2 years and may involve changes in responsibility for MDOT service centers. 

Mr. Redmond – Grand Region, and Ms. Mikesell - Muskegon TSC, added that staff will 

continue to complete current design work on future projects. 
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City of Holland – Mr. White reported that the multi-use path on M-40 will begin on September 

3.  The bid was 20-21% higher than estimated. The City of Holland will also begin the 16
th

 

Street project (Waverly Road to Quarterline Road).   

 

City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis reported on the completion of East Washington (Fairview to 

Arbor Lane).  The Centennial Street project will begin next Spring, as it will require CSX 

permitting.  This project is from E. Lincoln Ave to Riley Street.  

 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Mr. Bulthuis informed the Committee that the 

Obligation Authority for the current fiscal year is no longer available. Ms. Hoekwater shared 

information from Michelle O’Neill, of the Southwest Region, regarding the new loop ramp 

project on M-40:  The new loop ram is scheduled to be open August 27 and the overall project is 

to be completed by mid-October. MDOT will be holding an open house to discuss the future of 

M-40.  A press release was distributed and members of the Technical Committee were invited to 

attend, Tuesday, August 12 (4 – 6 pm), at the Rock Island Family Restaurant.   

 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

MACC Nonmotorized Plan – MACC staff is identifying recommended actions and preparing 

written responses to the public comments received in June and July. As requested by the 

Technical Committee, Ms. Hoekwater has met with staff of the Ottawa County Parks and 

Recreation Commission and members of the Macatawa Cycling Club to discuss the use of an 

indirect left turn lane by advanced cyclists who wish to cross US-31 at New Holland and 

nonmotorized crossing options at Stanton Street and Croswell Street. The draft document is 

being revised and will be brought back to the MACC Policy Committee for final review and 

approval. 

 

Michigan Transportation Planning Association Conference Report – The annual MTPA 

conference was held August 6-8, in Port Huron, MI. Sessions provided helpful information on 

the following topics: transportation system security, hazard mitigation, environmental justice, 

performance measures, alternative fuel vehicles, innovative nonmotorized projects, placemaking, 

MDOT Local Agendy Programs, and economic development. The conference also provided 

MACC staff with opportunities to exchange ideas with other communities preparing Long Range 

Transportation Plans and implementing performance-based planning, in response to MAP-21. 

 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: Comments on Statewide and Nonmetropolitan 

Transportation Planning, Metropolitan Transportation Planning – Ms. Hoekwater informed 

the Committee that the USDOT is seeking input on proposed rules regarding the transportation 

planning process.  MDOT and the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations have 

initiated conversations on the proposed rules and have encouraged MPOs to submit comments.  

Ms. Hoekwater provided highlights and expressed concern regarding the prescriptive nature of 

the proposed rules.  MACC staff will be offering comments requesting that flexibility be 

maintained and that MPOs be permitted to address planning needs through optional scenario 

planning. Public comments are due September 2.   
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XI. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:   September 8, 2014  MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


