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MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 
TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 
August 8, 2016, MACC Office 

 
 
 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 
Members Present: Ken DeWeerdt, David Fairchild, Marc Fredrickson (MDOT, Muskegon 
TSC), Don Komejan, Brett Laughlin, Glenn Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Danielle Stack (filling 
in for Paul Sachs, Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement), Brian White, Todd 
Wolters 

 
Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Dennis Grylicki 
 
***It was moved by Mr. Komejan and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to approve the 
minutes of July 11, 2016. The motion carried. 
 
II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Technical Committee greeted Park Township resident, Mr. Dennis Grylicki. 
 
III. REPORT ON MDOT 2040 STATE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
(SLRP)- Ms. Hoekwater gave a brief update on the Michigan Transportation Plan, Moving 
Michigan Forward: 2040 State Long-Range Transportation Plan. Mr. Redmond reported that 
MDOT staff sought public comments through an extensive series of public meetings. The new 
plan is not project-specific but is an excellent reference document, developed with policy 
statements. Mr. Bulthuis also noted that the State Long-Range Transportation Plan includes a 
helpful discussion on performance measures. 

IV. PROJECT UPDATE: MDOT FIVE-YEAR TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM –  
Mr. Bulthuis reported on the Five-Year Transportation Program, which has been posted for 
public comment at www.michigan.gov/mdot5yearplan. The Transportation Technical 
Committee reviewed a list of projects programmed for the Grand Region. Mr. Redmond noted 
that MDOT allocates resources to address the greatest needs when developing the future 
program over the next 5 years. MDOT has allocated funds based on revenues anticipated in 
years 2017 to 2019, but formal appropriations will still be needed for projects programmed 
through 2021. Comments are being sought on this draft document until August 26, 2016.  

In 2019, westbound I-196 is to be reconstructed from the CSX railroad (at M-40) east to the 
Allegan/Ottawa County line. Replacement of the I-196/ US-31 southbound bridge is also 
planned in 2019 over the Kuipers Drain, in Allegan County. In 2020, bridge preservation 
projects are planned for eastbound and westbound I-196 (Chicago Drive) over the Black River 
(Macatawa River), in Ottawa County. In 2021, westbound I-196 is to be repaired from US-31  
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East to the CSX railroad (at M-40). In 2021 southbound I-196 is also to be reconstructed from 130th 
Avenue north to US-31. The Technical Committee discussed this last project, noting that it was 
originally planned for 2017, delayed to 2020, and then rescheduled to occur in 2019.  MACC staff 
commented that this was unfortunate, given the condition of the pavement on southbound I-196 from 
130th Ave to US-31. Though MDOT has completed full-depth concrete repairs, there is concern that the 
roadway condition will not last until 2021. The Technical Committee discussed the option to accelerate 
the project and request that it be repaired sooner – if new revenue becomes available for this project. 

V. NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING: MPO COORDINATION AND 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING AREA REFORM*** - Ms. Hoekwater reported on the implications 
of the notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) and summarized how the revised transportation planning 
process would potentially impact the MACC (as well as 9 of 13 MPOs in the State of Michigan). The 
Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations and the National Association of Regional Councils 
are asking the USDOT to withdraw the NPRM. MACC staff also recommends a 60 day extension for 
the comment period and that the USDOT withdraw the current NPRM. In the event that these requests 
are denied, MACC staff would also like to request the following: 
• Flexibility for State Departments of Transportation and MPOs to tailor MPA boundaries 
• Flexibility to set targets and define measures that are most appropriate for each State 
• Exemption of overlap less than 20% of population in the Urbanized Area (UZA) 
• Phase-in requirements supportive of Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard deadlines and 

requirements 

A memorandum was prepared by MACC staff and offered to the Transportation Technical Committee 
for consideration. It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Komejan to recommend approval 
by the MACC Policy Committee and authorize staff to submit comments to the federal docket before 
August 26, 2016. Motion carried. 
 
***It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Komejan to recommend that the MACC 
Policy Committee approve the staff memorandum and authorize MACC staff to submit comments 
to the USDOT. The motion carried. 
 
VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  
The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the 
Technical Committee: 

 
City of Holland - Mr. White reported that the 9th Street project is on schedule – with an anticipated 
completion date of October 15, 2016. All traffic controls are to be removed from Pine Avenue.  The 
block of College Avenue from 8th to 9th Street is also to be opened.  Work on CSX track work will 
require a detour at the Hamilton spur during paving and is to be re-opened Tuesday, Aug. 9.  Waverly 
Road (40th Street to 48th Street) is also to reopen this week. Though improvements on the Hamilton spur 
will create additional impacts to traffic at 16th and 24th Streets, the work is not to occur simultaneously 
and is to be completed in August.  
 
Mr. White also informed the Transportation Technical Committee of utility work that will require 
closures of Central Avenue (between 16th to 21st and State Street) until mid-November. Many side 
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streets are scheduled to be resurfaced through the summer including Graafschap and State Street. 
 
Holland Charter Township – Mr. Komejan reported that the 136th Ave reconstruction from Riley 
Street to Greenly Street. The project is on schedule, with a water main installed and sewer work 
scheduled in August. Greenly Street has been topped and restored between 136th Avenue to the railroad 
tracks. Mr. Komejan also reported that the non-motorized pathway millage request was approved by 
72% of voters, renewing the millage for the next 8 years. Overlay work is planned to maintain several 
portions of the non-motorized network, however no pathway extensions will occur this year. 
 
Fillmore Township – Mr. DeWeerdt reported that the Allegan County road millage was approved for 
another 5 years, 2017 through 2021.The road millage has added 0.5 mills per $1,000.00 of taxable 
value) for road repair and maintenance. 
 
Olive Township – Mr. Wolters reported on the resurfacing of Port Sheldon Street, from US-31 to 120th 
Avenue. Other projects in the township include a cape seal treatment on 72nd Avenue (to Blendon 
Township) and regrading gravel roads. 
 
Zeeland Charter Township – Mr. Nykamp reported that $700,000 in pavement overlays is planned. 
Airpark Drive is currently being paved and Adams Street will also be repaved from 96th to 88th Street. 
Construction will begin this week and is to be completed before school begins.   
 
Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Stack reported that the first phase of 
the Spoonville Trail will be completed in mid-August, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony in September.  
The project will include rest area improvements and a gravel parking area. A portion of M-231 (104th 
Ave to M-45) will be closed for an event on October 1. Plans are also underway to apply for funding to 
repave Lakeshore Drive and add a four foot paved shoulder. 
 
Michigan Department of Transportation - Grand Region – Mr. Redmond noted the Grand Region 
Non-Motorized Plan and reported that more information will be provided at upcoming meetings.  
 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC –Mr. Fredrickson reported on design 
work to realign Cabill Drive with 64th.  Two indirect lefts are planned for US-31 and Bingham and US-
31 and Barry.  A winter letting date is planned for the Bingham project, with construction next year. The 
Barry project will be constructed in 2018. 
 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Fairchild reported on the 
following:  

• FY 2017 – 2020 Transportation Improvement Program document is under review by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA)   

• June TIP amendment has been approved 
• FY 2016 Unified Work Program amendment was reviewed by MDOT and has been sent to the 

FHWA 
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VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
   

A. US-31 Reconstruction Update – Mr. Fredrickson reported on the reconstruction of US-31, which 
had traffic switching from northbound to southbound lanes at 6:00 am.  The project is on schedule and 
under budget. Staging for intersection closures will be announced soon and by mid-October traffic will 
return to appropriate lanes. Final paving of the top layers will be done at the end of the project. US-31 
bridge painting is scheduled to occur in 2017.  
 
Members of the Transportation Technical Committee noted that with excellent planning that went into 
this project, US-31 has experienced good traffic flows.  Unfortunately, traffic on 120th Avenue has not 
flowed as smoothly. Southbound traffic approaching Lakewood Boulevard is a location that needs to be 
closely monitored. 
 
B. Regional Transit Access and Connectivity Study- Mr. Bulthuis reported that phase one of the study 
will focus on current transit service.  Phase two of the study will look at unserved areas in the region and 
the propensity for transit service.  There has been strong interest expressed by Park Township officials 
to explore the feasibility of transit service.  The Park Township board will review a memorandum of 
understanding on August 11 and MACC staff will begin working on this study once this is approved. 
 
C. West Michigan Clean Air Coalition Meeting Recap -  Ms. Hoekwater gave a report on the West 
Michigan Clean Air Coalition, noting that staff has been busy assisting with public outreach in the 
MACC area, and educating the larger West Michigan audience through joint TV and radio advertising 
with the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council and the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development 
Commission.  
 
Ozone levels have been higher this year, which is a concern statewide. This year the Holland monitor 
has already had 9 days with Ozone levels of 71 parts per billion or higher. When a monitor exceeds the 
maximum allowable level of Ozone, this data is reviewed by the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) and US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and factors into 
the decision of designating nonattainment areas in Michigan. The MDEQ must look at 3 years of data to 
designate areas of nonattainment and will make recommendations to the USEPA by October of 2016. A 
final decision on nonattainment designations is expected by the USEPA in October of 2017. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
*** The Committee agreed to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Next Meeting:   September 12, 2016 MACC Office 
10:00 a.m. 


