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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
August 26, 2013 

Fillmore Equipment 
4098 M-40 

Holland, MI  49423 
12:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT:  Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers, Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, 
Howard Baumann, Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Kurt Dykstra, Jerry Hunsburger, 
John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ 
TeSlaa,  

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Jim 
Camenga, Steve Redmond 
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 
introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Meyers and supported by Mr. Joe Baumann to 
approve the July 22, 2013 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
 
II. SERVICE DELIVERY COMMITTEE   – Mr. Bulthuis directed committee 
members’ attention to the report contained in the agenda packet related to this item.  Mr. 
Bulthuis stated that he is proud of the work completed by the committee and thanked Mr. 
Howard Baumann and Mr. DeWeerdt for their service on the committee.  He reviewed the 
report highlighting the committee’s findings related to service collaboration and costs. He 
stated that 89% of the services identified are provided in a collaborative manner and that the 
average cost to deliver the identified city/township services was approximately $400/capita.  
Mr. Bulthuis noted the twenty-one collaborations identified in the report and stated that 
implementation of these opportunities will be the focus of the committee going forward.  There 
was additional discussion, including remarks from Mr. Storey who noted that the absence of a 
cost allocation component in the report for the county participants left him and his fellow 
county commissioners feeling the report had missed the mark in providing a true showing of 
cost of local service delivery.  Therefore, he would be voting against the proposed motion.  
However, he pledged that Allegan County would continue to participate in implementing the 
twenty-one collaborations.  A motion to accept the report as information and encourage 
the committee’s members to participate in the collaborative opportunities identified in 
the Opportunities for Improving Service Delivery in the Holland-Zeeland  Area report was 
made by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Howard Baumann.  The motion 
carried. 

 
III.  MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

A. Macatawa Water Festival – Ms. Ulstad provided updates on the events  
held in conjunction with the Macatawa Water Festival. The first event was the Farm Tour held 
on August 8. A total of four farms were visited to look at how the farms have implemented 
environmentally safe practices. The Green Infrastructure tour that took place on August 15 
demonstrated how stormwater is being managed in the watershed. The third item on the 
agenda reviewed the main Macatawa Water Festival event that was held on August 17th at 
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Window on the Waterfront. There were a total of nine presenters; all focused on various 
aspects of the watershed.  Lastly, Ms. Ulstad showed pictures from the W.G. Jackson Water 
Quality Boat Tours. The tours took place on two separate days with a total of five tours. 
Participants were able to get real hands-on experiences collecting and analyzing water samples 
from Lake Macatawa. 

 
B. Grant Proposal Updates – Ms. Goward provided updates on several grant 

proposals that were submitted over the last year. The grant to fund the streambank stabilization 
at Paw Paw Bridge Park in Zeeland was not awarded, but this project will be funded out of 
Project Clarity funds. The proposal to the DEQ Monitoring Program to further study E. coli in 
the Macatawa Watershed was not funded. In partnership with Hope College, staff will 
continue to pursue grant opportunities to fund this work. A proposal submitted to the Great 
Lakes Basin Program to reduce erosion and sedimentation in the top 3 subwatersheds was not 
funded. This program has announced a second round of funding for 2013, so staff intends to 
revise and resubmit a proposal by the September 6 deadline. 

 
C. Upcoming Meetings and Events – Ms. Goward provided a list of dates for 

upcoming meetings, including the next Watershed Advisory Committee meeting, a Soil Health 
Work Group meeting, the fall river cleanup, and the cover crop demonstration plot open house. 
Flyers were provided for some of the events. 

 
IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  
 

A.  MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan – Ms. Hoekwater reported that 
MACC staff has been working with the Michigan Department of Transportation to prepare 
socioeconomic data and other data needed for the calibration of the regional travel demand 
model (traffic counts, travel speeds, vehicle classification, road attributes, as well as land use 
and densities along major transportation corridors).  One of the next major tasks is to develop 
projections for the year 2040.  The MACC Policy Committee reviewed the proposed Work 
Plan and Timeline to complete the next Long Range Transportation Plan (2040 LRTP) by 
February of 2015.  Ms. Hoekwater highlighted major tasks, including:  

 
o preparation and approval of socioeconomic data for 2040,  
o modeling work 
o scenario data development and analysis 
o alternative analysis and project selection 
o final project lists approved, and   
o possible air quality analysis 

 
A motion to approve the proposed Work Plan and Timeline, as presented was made by 
Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Klynstra. The motion carried. 
 

 
B. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Redmond commented on the 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program. He explained that it is still moving forward and should 
be approved by the FHWA soon after the fiscal year.  
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V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 
   

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported that current revenues are 
at 53.3% and expenses at 41.3 % through July. Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any questions, 
there were no questions.   

 
B. Announcement of MACC Holdings Inc. Directors Meeting – Mr. 

Bulthuis noted that the next directors meeting will be held directly after the September 23, 
2013 Policy Committee meeting.  

 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No comments were made by the public.  

 
 VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

A. Host Member: Ken DeWeerdt, Fillmore Township gave an update on the 
road construction taking place and also gave some impressive statistics on agricultural 
production in the area (e.g. 2,000 hogs are sent to market daily). 
 

B. Other Members – No further comments were made. 
 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 
noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be on September 23, 2013, 12:00 
p.m., at the City of Holland Council Chambers. There being no further business it was 
moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. TeSlaa to adjourn. Motion carried.  

 
 

 


