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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

August 24, 2015 

Park Township Hall 

52 152nd Avenue 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt, Hannes Meyers, Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Bob 

Vande Vusse, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry 

Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Dyon Dubero, Jeremy Gonsior 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Meyers and supported by Mr. Klynstra, to approve 

the July 27, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made. 

 

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES – Ms. Goward provided an  

overview of the West Michigan Green Infrastructure Conference that was held in Grand Rapids on 

August 5. The conference was sponsored by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 

MACC staff along with representatives from the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council and the West 

Michigan Regional Shoreline Development Commission served on the planning committee. Each 

local partner also hosted a pre-conference tour on the afternoon of August 4. The conference itself 

was well attended with 170 registered attendees including 27 speakers. The MACC also 

participated in the Park Township Centennial Celebration at Windstrom Park on August 22, which 

was a successful outreach activity for the Watershed Project. The MACC will be participating in a 

couple upcoming events including Zeelmania and the Paw Paw Park Party. Macroinvertebrate 

sampling and the fall river cleanup are scheduled for September. MACC staff are working on a 

grant application to the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which will be discussed at the next 

Policy Committee meeting. 
 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  

 

A.  Proposed Revisions to National Functional Classification and National Highway 

System – Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a memorandum, noting revisions to the Statewide 

National Functional Classification (NFC) and National Highway System NHS).  To provide 

connectivity and improve upon the original 40th Street proposal, the MACC Policy 

Committee discussed adding the remainder of 32nd Street from the city limits to 52nd Street; 

52nd Street will also be added from 32nd to 40th Street; and the section of 147th/40th Street will 

be added from 52nd Street to city limits.  All of these segments would be added as a Major 

Collector. 
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The MACC Policy Committee discussed the character of the Ottawa Beach Road/Lakewood 

Boulevard/Douglas Avenue corridor and agreed to change the designation from Other 

Principal Arterial to Minor Arterial and remove the roadway corridor from the NHS.  MACC 

Staff explained that paperwork has been submitted to the Michigan Department of 

Transportation. Ms. Hoekwater noted that Appendix D forms were prepared for each segment 

of this corridor (Appendix D to Subpart A of Part 470).   A motion was made by Mr. Bird 

and supported by Mr. Hunsburger, to approve the revisions to the Statewide National 

Functional Classification (NFC) and National Highway System (NHS), as recommended 

in the MACC Staff memorandum. Motion carried. 

 

B. US-31 Improvements and Project Schedule – Ms. Hoekwater summarized US-31 

improvements and outlined the overall project schedule communicated by the Michigan 

Department of Transportation during an open house on August 18, 2015. In 2015, a portion 

of US-31 was resurfaced from 8th Street to 32nd Street. MDOT then began widening shoulders 

to prepare for traffic diversion along the corridor. Beginning in April of 2016, there will be 

some lane closures as intersection work is started.  Traffic signals will be relocated and 

pedestrian signals will be upgraded.  Following the Tulip Time festival, lanes will be closed 

and southbound ramps at Chicago Drive and Lakewood Boulevard will also be closed and 

reconstructed.  Once the new ramps are completed, work will begin on the northbound ramps. 

Detour routes will be identified to accommodate traffic at these two locations and to maintain 

access to all homes and businesses during the length of the project. MACC Staff will report 

back following the December letting of this project. MDOT plans to complete the entire 

project by November 2016. 

 
C.  Clean Air Action Days – Ms. Hoekwater gave a quick review of the 3 Clean Air 

Action days that the area experienced over the summer.  On July 17 a Clean Air Action! Day 

was called following plenty of sunshine, combined with a south/southwesterly wind and hot 

temperatures. The Holland monitor picked up a reading as high as 101 parts per billion (ppb).  

On August 16 and August 17 Ozone again increased along the Lake Michigan shoreline. 

Though it appeared that higher Ozone over the lake could hit a level which is unhealthy for 

sensitive groups (USG), cloud cover kept Ozone levels from exceeding the 8-hour standard of 

75 ppb. MACC staff is watching the Ozone levels carefully and continues to educate the 

public about voluntary actions that can be taken to reduce air emissions.  

 

The US Environmental Protection Agency is expected to communicate a new 8-hour Ozone 

standard in October of 2015.  The MACC Policy Committee asked how a new standard would 

impact the MACC area and what consequences may be imposed upon area employers and small 

businesses. Several members of the MACC Policy Committee requested details about contingency 

measures that could be required in the future and expressed concern regarding pollutants that are 

transported over Lake Michigan  
 

D. National/State Transportation Funding Issues – Mr. Bulthuis stated that there has 

been activity in Lansing related to new revenues for transportation since the last meeting.  He 

reminded Committee members that at last month’s meeting they had talked about some of the 

specifics contained in the bills passed by the House and Senate.  He then reviewed a draft 

resolution, distributed at the meeting, which reflected some of that discussion and sought to 

specifically address the current bills.  There was discussion about the language in the 

resolution related to the Comprehensive Transportation Fund with several noting that all new 

revenue should be directed to state and local roads and bridges only.  Upon further 

discussion it was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to approve the 
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resolution with the revised language that all new revenue be directed to state and local 

roads and bridges only.  Motion carried.   

 

E. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum clarified the percentage of revenue from 

the state Senate’s proposal that would go to the Comprehensive Transportation Fund.  He also 

gave a brief update on activities in Washington regarding transportation legislation. 
 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report.  

Revenues are at 58.3% and expenses at 43.1% through July. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none. 
 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that a copy of the report 

was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions regarding the report. 

There were none.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.   Host Member: Mr. Hunsburger welcomed everyone to Park Township. He began by  

giving a thank you to all of those who helped work or attended the Township’s Centennial 

Celebration over the weekend. In commemoration of the centennial, the township contracted with 

Robert Swierenga to write a book that details the history of the township. Mr. Hunsburger also 

notified the group that the township has hired a consultant to look at safety issues along the Ottawa 

Beach Road corridor from 160th to the State Park.  He thanked Mr. Bird for his assistance as they 

continue with that analysis. 

 

B. Other Members:  There were no other comments made. 

  

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING –  
 

A. Mr. Bulthuis made note of the Labor Day Truck Parade on September 7.   

 

B. Mr. Vanderbilt noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

September 28, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at the Laketown Township Hall. There being no further 

business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, September 28, 2015 

12:00 noon at 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Road, Laketown, Holland, MI 49423 


