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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

August 22, 2016 

Zeeland Township Hall 

6582 Byron Rd 

Zeeland, MI 49464 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, David Van Ginhoven, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry 

Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim 

Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Glenn Nykamp, Amanda Price, Tracy McDonald, Mary Maupin, Donna 

Wittl  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. TeSlaa, supported by Mr. Hunsburger to approve the 

July 25, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. PRESENTATION: Ozone Nonattainment Designation Recommendation- Mary 

Maupin from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality explained the MDEQ’s 

recommendation that Allegan County be designated nonattainment for ozone. Background 

information related to the recommendation, as well as a map showing all the proposed 

nonattainment areas statewide, was included in the agenda packet.  There were several questions 

and comments from members about the recommendation related to potential impacts on Allegan 

County citizens and businesses, the role of transport from the Chicago area and the feasibility of 

relocating the monitor.   

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: MPO Coordination and Metropolitan Planning 

Area Reform – The MACC Policy Committee received an update on rules proposed by the 

U.S. Department of Transportation.  Ms. Hoekwater explained the implications of the notice 

of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) and offered examples demonstrating how the revised 

transportation planning process would potentially impact the MACC (as well as 9 of 13 

MPOs in the State of Michigan). Legislators are requesting a 60 day extension for the 

comment period. The Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations, the National 

Association of Regional Councils, and the Michigan Transportation Planning Association are 

asking the USDOT to withdraw the NPRM. MACC staff also recommends a 60 day 

extension for the comment period and that the USDOT withdraw the current NPRM. In the 

event that these requests are denied, MACC staff would also like to request the following: 

 Flexibility for State Departments of Transportation and MPOs to tailor MPA boundaries 

 Flexibility to set targets and define measures that are most appropriate for each State 
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 Exemption if overlap is less than 20% of population in the Urbanized Area (UZA) 

 Phase-in requirements supportive of Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard deadlines 

and requirements 

A memorandum was prepared by MACC staff and offered to the MACC Policy Committee for 

consideration. It was moved by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Hunsburger to approve 

the staff memorandum and authorize staff to submit comments to the federal docket before 

August 26, 2016. Motion carried. 

 

B. Park Township Transit Study Memorandum of Understanding – Mr. Bulthuis 

reviewed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between Park Township and the MACC 

to conduct a study analyzing the provision of public transit in Park Township.  He noted 

provisions in the MOU related to the rate to be billed, the application of grant funds and a 

not-to-exceed expenditure cap for the township of $10,000.  Mr. Hunsburger stated this is a 

real win-win for all parties involved and is looking forward to beginning the work.  The 

project schedule calls for study to be completed early in 2017.  Upon further discussion, it 

was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Van Ginhoven to approve the MOU to 

conduct a transit study in Park Township as presented.  Motion carried.     

  

C. Draft MDOT 2017-2021 Transportation Program – Mr. Bulthuis noted the 

MACC area projects contained in MDOTs 2017-2021 Five-Year Transportation Program.  

While the program mirrors what is contained in the MACC’s FY2017-2020 TIP, he 

expressed concern about the reconstruction of I-196 (130th-US 31) being scheduled to occur 

in 2021.  Mr. Hofmeyer agreed noting the deplorable condition of the road today.  Upon 

further discussion it was moved by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Kleinheksel to 

authorize staff to submit comments to MDOT regarding the 2017-2021 Transportation 

Program, specifically urging them to pursue opportunities to advance the I-196 (130th-

US 31) reconstruction project.  Motion carried.          

 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum encouraged any comments on the 5-year 

plan to be submitted by the Friday deadline.  He also said that he could relay the message to 

MDOT about the desire to move up the I-196 project if possible.  The FY2017 Unified Work 

Program was approved by FHWA and work can start on that on October 1st.  
 

V. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Road/Stream Crossing Inventory Update - To date, MACC staff and volunteers 

have conducted inventories at 24 locations, just under half of the total goal of 55 sites by May 

2017. Additional volunteer days are scheduled in September and it is anticipated that the 

remainder of the sites will be finished this fall. MACC staff and key partners will work 

through the winter to develop a long-term plan for conducting inventories of all road-stream 

crossings in the Macatawa Watershed. 
 

B. Public Education Activities – Public education activities completed since the last 

Policy Committee meeting included habitat assessments, participation in National Night Out 

and Zeelmania, and a farm tour. There was a great volunteer turnout for the habitat 

assessments that were conducted on August 29th in partnership with the Outdoor Discovery 

Center Macatawa Greenway. Both watershed project and Clean Air Action! information was 

displayed and discussed during National Night Out on August 2nd. The Watershed Project 

brought it’s ever popular magnetic fishing game to Zeelmania’s Game Night on August 15th. 
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The MACC organized and hosted a farm tour on August 3rd to celebrate conservation that has 

been implemented by farmers under the MACC’s Great Lakes Commission grant and with 

Project Clarity funding. Reminders were also provided about upcoming events including the 

fall macroinvertebrate monitoring on September 20th and the Fall River Cleanup on 

September 24th. 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  
 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 69.1% and expenses at 56.7%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

C. MACC Study Session Reminder – September 26, 11:00a.m. Committee members 

should arrive an hour prior to the regularly scheduled Policy meeting to hold a study session 

regarding the components of the MACC’s Agreements and Bylaws.  

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Myaard noted he is ending his service on the Zeeland Township 

Board and that this would be his last meeting as a Policy Board member.  He thanked the 

group for being a part of the committee for so many years. He then gave a summary of 

activities occurring in the township: Over 39 new housing starts this year, the Annual Drenthe 

BBQ had a great turnout even with heavy rains just before the event, Phase 2 of Settlers 

Grove and Black Ridge housing developments are in effect, there is also a 23 unit condo 

development being built in the township on Byron Road. Another development known as 

Redwood Living will be starting soon and will offer high end rentals, and a new Gentex 

building will be operational this fall. Finally, about $700,000 was spent on repaving roads 

within the township this year. Following his report Mr. Myaard was presented with a 

certificate of appreciation for his 16 years of service on the MACC’s Policy Committee.   

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments made. 

 

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhysaksha noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

September 26, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. preceded by a study session at 11:00 a.m.  The meetings 

will be held at the Olive Township Hall. There being no further business, it was moved by 

Mr. Nienhuis supported by Mr. Hofmeyer to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

 


