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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

August 28, 2017 

Riley Street Fire Station 

131 Riley Street 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, David Van Ginhoven, Terry Nienhuis, Joe Baumann, Brett 

Laughlin (for Tom Bird), Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, 

John Kleinheksel, Sally Gruppen (for Kevin Klynstra), Glenn Nykamp, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, 

Todd Wolters  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob 

Vink, Jim Camenga, Jack Camenga, Leigh Ann Mikesell 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made. It was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve the July 24, 

2017 meeting minutes. Motion carried.   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.   

 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

A. Amendments to the FY2017-2020 TIP – Mr. Bulthuis directed committee 

members’ attention to the memo included in the agenda packet concerning this item.  He 

noted the proposed rail crossing improvements to be funded with state/federal funding on 40th 

Street and Waverly Road in the City of Holland.  Upon further discussion, it was moved by 

Mr. Kleinheksel and supported by Ms. DeBoer to amend the FY2018 program of the 

MACC’s FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program as described in the staff 

memo dated August 21, 2017.  Motion carried.   

 

B. Downtown Holland Traffic Study Update – Mr. Bulthuis reported on data 

collection efforts that took place the previous week as part of the Downtown Holland traffic 

study.  He focused on origin-destination (OD) information that was collected noting that the 

MACC has very little OD data of this level.  He stated more data collection is scheduled for 

September to track non-summer patterns.   

 

C. Planning Resources for Healthy Communities – Ms. Hoekwater presented 

information on elements of healthy community design, delivered by keynote speaker, Mark 

Fenton, during the Michigan Transportation Planning Association conference in July 2017: 

“The Surgeon General’s Report on Physical Activity and Health concluded that Americans 

should accumulate at least 30 minutes of physical activity every day (150 minutes per week) 

to reduce their risk for chronic disease and an early death. The Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC) collects annual survey data suggesting that only 25% of the US population gets that 

much physical activity, while nearly 30% of the adult US population is essentially sedentary, 

getting no activity at all during the day”.  Healthy community design elements include (1) 

Compact and varied neighborhoods; (2) Network continuity & connectivity; (3) Site design 
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that is more appealing for travel on foot and by bike and provides incentives such as decreased 

parking requirements, bike parking, and multi-story mixed use; (4) Safety and accessibility; (5) 

Healthy food which is both accessible and affordable. When communities incorporate these 

elements into the site design process, they benefit from increased real estate values and provide 

an approach to increase walking and biking, reduce obesity rates, and address diabetes 

prevention.  

 

D. 8th Street Pop Up Project: Temporary Bike Lanes & Corridor Safety - Ms. 

Hoekwater reviewed the Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Promote Walking and Walkable 

Communities, noting that that lane re-alignments such as 4 to 3 lane conversions can 

dramatically improve performance for pedestrians and cyclists. MACC Staff is working with 

the City of Holland, Holland Charter Township, Ottawa County Road Commission, Ottawa 

County Department of Public Health, and Pedal Holland to set up a temporary project on 8th 

Street. The 8th Street corridor from Lincoln Avenue to Paw Paw is being reconfigured with 

temporary bike lanes and a removable center left turn lane from August 21 to September 1. 

This pop-up project provides the opportunity to evaluate safety improvements recommended 

as part of a road safety audit completed in 2015.   

 

E.  MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Bulthuis relayed information provided by John 

Lanum via email.  Most notable was the fact that FHWA/FTA had approved the MACC’s 

FY18 Unified Work Program and MDOT Finance was in the process of providing the 

necessary authorizations for FY18. Ms. LeighAnn Mikesell from MDOT’s Muskegon TSC 

updated the board on a couple of local construction projects. US-31 bridge work is completed 

and work to construct indirect left turns on US-31 at Bingham is scheduled to begin shortly 

after Labor Day with an anticipated completion date of late October. 

 

IV. WATERSHED PROJECT GRANT UPDATES  
 

A. Grant Awards – Staff reported that the MACC was awarded two grants from the Great 

Lakes Commission to install streambank restorations and two-stage ditches in the watershed. 

These projects were previously submitted as a single, larger grant application along with a third 

practice. The reviewers requested that the MACC and its partners choose two of the practices 

to pursue and resubmit as two small grant applications. Both grants are just under $50,000 and 

are supported with matching funds from Project Clarity. Both projects will start on October 1, 

2017 and must be completed within 3 years. 

 

B. Agricultural Update - Mr. Vink reviewed the agricultural projects being worked on 

with the two remaining agricultural grants.  He reported that the Great Lakes Commission 

(GLC) grant expires at the end of September, 2017 and has a remaining balance of $8,457.00. 

It was also reported that we have received permission from GLC staff to match the incentive 

payment of The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grant in order to utilize those 

remaining dollars. Mr. Vink reported that the current GLRI grant expires in March 2019 and 

has a remaining balance of $221,741.00 allocated to agricultural Best Management Practices 

(BMPs). Currently there 1,274 acres contracted for residue management. There have been 110 

acres added since the last agricultural report was given. There are currently 644 acres signed 

up for gypsum application, 148 acres were added since the last report was given and 32 of those 

acres have had gypsum applied in the last 2 months. There are currently 1,903 acres signed up 

for cover crops. There has been 912 acres added since last reported, 72 acres have been planted 

following wheat and 130 acres are expected to be broadcast by airplane in the next few weeks.  
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C.  Green Infrastructure Seminar Recap – Staff reported that the green infrastructure 

seminar that was held on August 22 was a success. There were 7 exhibitors and 7 speakers 

throughout the day. A total of 76 people attended or participated in the seminar. About 25 

people stayed after the seminar and attended a walking tour of green stormwater infrastructure 

on the Hope College campus. Pictures of the event were shared. 

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

   

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 61.0% and expenses at 50.6%. He asked if there were any questions concerning 

the report. There were none.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  
 

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Nienhuis welcomed the board to Holland Charter Township. 

Improvements at Dunton Park on Lake Macatawa are still ongoing with construction 

anticipated to be completed by the end of autumn. The township will be refurbishing their main 

office with the first floor being completely refreshed and the second floor getting additional 

office space. The fire department will also be getting an upgrade when two of its ageing trucks 

are replaced with newer models.  
 

B. Other Members – Mr. Hunsburger stated that he noted in the Executive Committee 

meeting summary that the review process for the executive director is beginning.  He stated 

that he felt it important that this process allow for input from all committee members.  Mr. 

Rajadhyaksha noted that all Board members would be given the opportunity to provide input.  
 

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhyaksha reminded the group that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would 

be held on September 25, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Fillmore Township 

Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 


