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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present: Linda LeFebre (Chair), Howard Baumann, Larry Brown, Ken DeWeerdt, 

David Fairchild, Dennis Kent, Don Komejan, Al Meshkin, Glenn Nykamp, Jerry Olman 

(filling in for Brett Laughlin), Bret Sommers (MDOT, Muskegon TSC), Danielle Stack 

(Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement) 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Komejan and supported by Mr. Nykamp to approve the minutes 

of November 14, 2016. The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

 

III. REVIEW OF FY 2016 OBLIGATED PROJECTS***- Ms. Hoekwater presented a 

listing of transportation projects which were obligated during FY 2016 and which received 

federal funding. The Technical Committee discussed the list of 24 projects, noting the regional 

scope of the Downtown Holland Traffic Circulation Study, which is not limited to Allegan 

County but also will focus on regional traffic within Ottawa County. A significant portion of 

the federal funds obligated in the MACC area in 2016 were allocated to reconstruct and widen 

Northbound and Southbound US-31. MACC staff congratulated each of the agencies for their 

work to complete these projects and obligate the FY 2016 program. 

 

*** It was moved by Mr. Baumann and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to recommend 

approval of the listing of FY 2016 Obligated Projects by the MACC Policy Board. The 

motion carried. 

IV. HIGHLIGHTS FROM 21ST CENTURY INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION 

REPORT – The 21st Century Infrastructure Commission released a list of recommendations to 

serve as a 50-year vision for improving the State’s infrastructure system and enhance the 

quality of life in Michigan. This long-term vision is comprehensive and includes a call to 

action. Members of the Transportation Technical Committee reviewed highlights of the full 

report, noting that it is cheaper to maintain the existing infrastructure system than to allow the 

system to continue to deteriorate and later pay for reconstruction. The Technical Committee 

agreed to stay aware of the Commission’s next steps and will incorporate the listing of 

recommendations into the MACC’s next Long Range Transportation Plan. 
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V. WEST MICHIGAN TRAFFIC SAFETY PLAN - Mr. Bulthuis provided an update on a 

regional traffic safety plan that includes the counties of Ottawa and Allegan. The 8-county plan is now 

under development with a draft expected in early 2017. The Technical Committee discussed examples 

of safety plans prepared for the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (Lansing), and for the 

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments - SEMCOG (Detroit). The Committee discussed the option 

of location-specific intersection prioritization in the MACC area and acknowledged that identifying the 

highest rates may not be the best approach for high volume roads. Concern was raised with the 

possibility that funding would be tied to highest injury rates. In portions of Allegan County highest 

injury rates generally occur with fixed objects (trees). Deer crashes were also noted. Mr. Kent offered to 

follow up with the Michigan Department of Transportation to confirm whether recommendations will be 

location-specific and will clarify how often the safety plan is to be updated.  

 

VI. UPDATE ON REGIONAL TRANSIT ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY STUDY – The 

MACC held open house in Park Township to provide information on the study of public transit options 

and to hear from residents about future travel needs. Staff from the Macatawa Area Express 

Transportation Authority provided information about existing transit service in the region and were also 

available to answer questions. The event was well attended. Residents, and representatives from local 

churches, senior resource centers, the Ottawa Area ISD, Benjamin’s Hope and the Holland Deacons’ 

Conference provided input. Many residents expressed their desire to “age in place”. The availability of 

public transportation would make it easier for older residents to remain in their Park Township homes 

and it would also address the needs of many residents who do not drive an automobile. 

 

A summary report of the open house comments is being prepared. The next step in the public transit 

study will be to develop ridership projections and then work with MAX staff to evaluate and 

recommend cost estimates for future transit service. Final recommendations will be made in February. 

 

VII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the 

Technical Committee: 

 

Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Brown reported on the bid letting for Blue Star Trail, near 

Saugatuck.  

 

Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Stack reported on Phase II of the 

Spoonville trail, which involves easements. $200,000 was recently awarded to the project. Ms. Stack 

also reported that Ottawa County is working on edits to a non-motorized pathway map. 

 

Ottawa County Road Commission - Mr. Olman reported on the Ottawa County Road Commission’s 

focus on projects for the upcoming year. 

 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Ms. Hoekwater informed members of the Transportation 

Technical Committee of an emergency preparedness event being held for local officials and staff on 
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March 15, 2017. The event is being hosted by the Local Emergency Planning Committee and will be 

from 8 – 12:30 at the Ottawa County Fillmore Complex. More information will be provided next month. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Fairchild reported on a new 

computer program that MDOT will be introducing, called JobNet.  All metropolitan planning 

organizations will receive training in the coming months. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region – Mr. Kent reported that a relatively quiet 

construction year is expected, compared to the extensive US-31 work that was completed in the MACC 

area in 2016. Mr. Kent also noted that MDOT has seen costs increase with higher costs for materials and 

contractors ‘staff levels also increasing.  

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC – Mr. Sommers reported that a series of 

epoxy overlays are planned, as well as a mill and pave project will begin in 2017 (US-31 at Quincy, 

north to the crossover). An indirect left/right turn is planned in 2017, at Bingham.  Mr. Sommers noted 

that MDOT observed that bids were higher than anticipated. 

 

 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 US-31 Data Collection- Mr. Baumann asked about structures along the US-31 corridor that 

appear to be collecting data. Mr. Bulthuis explained that the structures were installed to gather 

traffic signal data for the Michigan Department of Transportation.  The corridor was selected as 

a pilot project. Towers will automatically monitor traffic along the US-31 corridor. 

 

 Local Traffic Concerns- Mr. Nykamp raised concerns regarding stacking vehicles at BL 196, 

east of Zeeland. At Homestead Drive, west bound traffic in the indirect left lanes must navigate 

through only one lane to turn left.  Initially this was a double left-turn lane. When trucks stayed 

to the right, back-ups became a challenge. The left-turn lane was lengthened but vehicle stacking 

has still been observed. 

   

IX. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

*** It was moved by Mr. Komejan and supported by Mr. Nykamp to adjourn the meeting. The 

Committee agreed to adjourn the monthly meeting. 

 

Next Meeting:    January 9, 2017  

February 13, 2017 MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


