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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 
Members Present:  Craig Atwood (Allegan County Road Commission), Matt Block (MDOT, 
Muskegon TSC), Danielle Bouchard (Ottawa County Dept of Planning & Performance 
Improvement), Andrea Dewey (FHWA), Howard Fink (Park Township), Fred Keena 
representing Brett Laughlin (Ottawa County Road Commission), Don Komejan (Holland 
Charter Township), Al Meshkin (Laketown Township), Glenn Nykamp (Zeeland Charter 
Township), Steve Redmond (MDOT, Grand Region), Brian White (City of Holland) 
 
Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Dennis Grylicki, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 
 
*** It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Meshkin to approve the minutes 
of November 13, 2017. The motion carried. 
 
II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
There were no members of the public at the meeting who wished to comment. 
 
III. DRAFT LIST OF FEDERALLY OBLIGATED PROJECTS***   
Ms. Hoekwater thanked members for their work to implement projects during the 2017 fiscal 
year. The MACC programmed 23 projects with $6.4 million in federal funds obligated in 2017. 
The total amount of transportation investments within the MACC area was $11.1 million 
(including federal, state, and local funding). Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a memorandum listing 
each of the projects and reminded the Committee that two projects were constructed in advance 
(AC) yet were programmed in 2017:  Ottawa Beach Road and 136th Avenue.  
 
*** It was moved by Mr. Fink to recommend that the Policy Board approve list. The 
motion was supported by Mr. Nykamp. The motion carried. 
 
IV. DISCUSSION OF FY2018 UN-PROGRAMMED BALANCE 
Mr. Bulthuis announced that the final FY2018 estimate for the Surface Transportation Block 
Grant (STBG) has an un-programmed balance of $155,198. A meeting of the TIP 
Development Committee will be called on Friday, December 15 (at 1:30 pm) to review 
projects programmed to receive FY2018 funding as well as other eligible projects not 
identified when the TIP was created. A recommendation on how to allocate the balance will be 
considered by the Technical Committee and Policy Board at its January meeting. 
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V. DISCUSSION OF MACC SAFETY TARGETS- The Michigan Department of 
Transportation adopted state targets for safety performance measures in August of 2017. Metropolitan 
planning organizations must now adopt safety targets within six months of this date (which is by the end 
of February 2018). MACC staff has completed a trend analysis based on crash data for the years 2012 to 
2016. Ms. Hoekwater provided a summary of local data and reviewed non-motorized collisions, as well 
as the number of fatalities and serious injuries. The Committee discussed the West Michigan Traffic 
Safety Plan and requested additional information regarding the types of crashes, high risk locations and 
the factors contributing to crashes in the MACC area. Of interest is the degree which weather 
conditions, distracted driving, alcohol or other substances may have been involved. Members of the 
Committee acknowledged that though there are many factors beyond the control of transportation 
agencies, it would be helpful to identify the causes of these crashes and request input from local law 
enforcement. Ms. Hoekwater will map crash locations and contact the Michigan Department of 
Transportation to follow up on the methodology used to determine the correlation between vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT) and the number of collisions statewide. The Transportation Technical Committee will 
be asked to take action to approve safety targets during the January meeting. 
 
VI. REPORT ON 2017 OZONE SEASON & WEST MICHIGAN CLEAN AIR COALITION 
ACTIVITIES- Ms. Ulstad provided an update on the West Michigan Clean Air Coalition (WMCAC), 
which met October 27, 2017.  A Volkswagen settlement to reduce emissions will provide $60.3 million 
for environmental mitigation in Michigan. It was also noted that environmental and health groups have 
sued the EPA over missing the October 1, 2017 deadline to designate non-attainment areas. Ms. Ulstad 
reported that the MDEQ Air Quality Division has drafted a document that revises the recommended 
non-attainment areas for the 2015 Ozone standard. MDEQ/AQD staff has offered to meet with Allegan 
Township representatives to discuss how partial county designations might occur.   
 
VII. UPDATE ON MODEL DEVELOPMENT FOR MACC 2045 LONG RANGE 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN (LRTP) - Ms. Hoekwater reminded the Committee that Jon Roberts of 
MDOT-SUTA has asked for revisions to the employment lists, population and household data provided 
to each local unit of government in October. This is information is needed by March 2018– though it can 
be turned in sooner.  

  
VIII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS – The following 
reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the Technical 
Committee: 
 
Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Atwood informed the Committee of an effort to set up a 
roundtable discussion within Allegan County to map established bicycle routes and paved shoulders. 
 
Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Bouchard reported on the funding 
needed to begin construction next fall and widen the shoulders on Lakeshore. Fundraising efforts are 
going well and the Ottawa County Road Commission has already been notified about the project.  Ms. 
Bouchard also reported that Ottawa County is updating the Countywide Nonmotorized Plan and maps, 
with plans to complete this effort in February 2018. 
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Park Township – Mr. Fink provided an update on the nonmotorized pathway project along 160th 
Avenue. Most of the project has been completed, with the exception of a section that has a utility pole 
and will have to be completed in 2018. Mr. Fink noted that easement issues may require that this section 
of the pathway be located to the other side of the roadway. Park Township is working with the Ottawa 
County Road Commission to install pedestrian safety devices along Ottawa Beach Road. Mr. Fink also 
reported on the need to replace a retaining wall along Lakewood Avenue. 

 
Holland Charter Township - Mr. Komejan reported that nonmotorized access has been improved 
along 136th Avenue with the construction of a pathway on the east side of the road. The 136th Avenue 
pathway was constructed north from Riley Street, approximately ½ mile. 
 
City of Holland – Mr. White reported that the final grade inspection (GI) meeting for Lincoln Avenue 
will be held on December 19.  The project limits are from 32nd Street to US-31.  
 
Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Work continues on the Regional Transit Access and 
Connectivity Study which includes measures from the community vision metrics tool: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/tools/community_vision/. MACC staff participated in a conference 
call of regional asset management coordinators in Michigan, on Nov. 28, 2017. Ms. Hoekwater also 
reported that PASER data collection was completed August 15 and submitted to West Michigan 
Regional Planning Commission for submittal to the IRT portal.  

 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region – Mr. Redmond reported on the Grand 
Region Nonmotorized Plan and asked whether any local units of government are in need of additional 
maps.  

 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC – Mr. Block reported on the December 
letting date scheduled for the re-alignment of the intersection of M-40 and Cabill Drive/64th Street. Mr. 
Block informed the Committee of design work to convert the intersection of BL-196 and 112th to an 
indirect left in 2019. Mr. Block also reported on a project to mill and resurface Westbound I-196 from 
the CSX railroad to the Allegan County/Ottawa County line.  
 
Federal Highway Administration – Ms. Dewey reported on the TIP amendment process and informed 
the Committee of a series of meetings that have been scheduled to look for recommendations to improve 
and streamline the TIP process. 
 
IX. OTHER BUSINESS  
Safety Improvements for 8th Street Corridor - Ms. Hoekwater provided an update on the Pop-Up bike 
lanes and center left-turn lane project implemented in August.  A summary report is available for review 
by the Transportation Technical Committee. Staff intends to present findings to the City of Holland, 
Holland Charter Township, and to the Ottawa County Road Commission. 
 
MACC Traffic Count Program – Collection of 2017 traffic counts has been completed and data is 
being distributed to local road agencies.  Ms. Hoekwater noted that the data can be sent by email or on a 
CD, if preferred. 
 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/livability/tools/community_vision/
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Ottawa County Emergency Preparedness Training – MACC staff recently participated in a training 
to prepare for a county-wide emergency requiring the transport of sensitive populations in Ottawa 
County. The training exercise involved response to an F2 tornado that began in northern Allegan County 
and escalated to an F5 tornado once it hit Ottawa County. The training brought together first responders 
as well as several other teams that coordinate elements of an emergency response plan.  
 
Building Healthy and Prosperous Communities Webinar – Members of the Technical Committee 
were invited to stay after the Dec. 11 meeting for a webinar reporting new research on the health 
benefits and economic advantages of bicycling and walking projects.  A new guidebook has been 
released and case studies will be featured in the webinar. The webinar will be held immediately 
following the MACC Technical Committee Meeting and includes a PIZZA lunch for anyone interested. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
 
Members of the Technical Committee agreed to adjourn the meeting at 10:59 am.  

 
Next Meeting: 

January 8, 2018 
MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


