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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

December 22, 2014 

Zeeland Charter Township Hall 

6582 Byron Road 

Zeeland, MI, 49464 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Blaine Koops (Vice-Chair), Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry 

Hofmeyer, Skip Keeter (sitting in for Jerry Hunsburger), Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, 

Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Jim 

Camenga, Jim Hayden, Steve Redmond, Greg Chandler, Glenn Nykamp  

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Keeter, to approve 

the November 24, 2014 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 

 

II.     MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES - A summary from the 

watershed annual meeting that was held on December 4 was provided. Over 50 people were in 

attendance. Four groups of students from Hope College’s Advanced Environmental Seminar 

presented the results of their semester-long research. Copies of the presentations are posted on the 

MACC’s website. The 2014 Watershed Stakeholder of the Year Award was given to Steve 

VanHoeven in recognition of his dedication to and leadership of the MACC’s Storm Water 

Committee over the last 13 years. Information was provided about a West Michigan Regional 

Green Infrastructure conference that is being planned in partnership with the Grand Valley Metro 

Council, the West Michigan Regional Shoreline Development Commission and the Michigan 

Department of Environmental Quality. Planning has just begun, but the conference will likely be 

held in early August in a location central to Muskegon, Holland and Grand Rapids. Finally, a brief 

update was provided on the status of a Macatawa Watershed Stormwater Guidebook. Staff 

contacted the original designer of the guidebook for a quote to make revisions for the Macatawa 

Watershed. The quote was accepted and staff is moving forward with the designer to make the 

changes. Digital copies will be provided to each township when available. 

 
  

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  

 

A.    Presentation - Status of M-231 Project, Art Green, Muskegon TSC, MDOT - Mr. 

Green gave a presentation on the status of the M-231 project noting that he believes the 

project will be open to traffic in the fall of 2015.  The presentation included many photos 

of the construction process and also highlighted the nonmotorized elements of the 

project.  He ended by addressing the remainder of the proposed project which calls for a 

new roadway through a portion of the MACC area.  He stressed that completion of the 

corridor will be based on need and available funding.  He also emphasized the need for 

local governments to preserve the corridor by keeping development from encroaching on 

the proposed alignment.  Discussion followed.    

Policy Board 
 

 William Vanderbilt 
 Blaine Koops 
 Hannes Meyers, Jr. 
 Pankaj Rajadhyaksha 

 
Howard Baumann, Jr. 
Joseph Baumann 
Thomas Bird 
Ken DeWeerdt 
Kurt Dykstra 
Terry Hofmeyer 
Gerald Hunsburger 
John Kleinheksel 
Kevin Klynstra  
John Lanum 
Al Myaard 
Terry Nienhuis  
Jim Storey 
Russ Te Slaa 
Todd Wolters 
 

      
       

 Executive Committee 
 



MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
December 22, 2014 
Page 2 

 

B.    Review of FY2014 Obligated Projects – Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a list of  

obligated projects for FY 2014 and thanked implementing agencies for their work in obligating the 

complete 2014 program. Federal funding obligated in FY 2014 for 35 projects was $12.9 million 

with total project costs of $21.6 million.  Staff requested action by the Policy Committee to 

approve the FY 2014 listing of obligated projects and to release the final list to the public.  A 

motion to approve the listing of FY 2014 Obligated Projects and release them to the public 

was made by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Nienhuis.  The motion carried. 

 

C.    Report on 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan – Ms. Hoekwater reviewed  

comments received during the LRTP public open house on December 17, 2014; consultation 

efforts; and reported on two draft chapters prepared for the 2040 LRTP document: 

 

 Security & Emergency Preparedness – Steps to integrate security into the project planning 

and development process were reviewed. Resources from FEMA’s Ready Campaign and 

Digital Engagement Toolkit provided background on emergency preparedness strategies. 

Information was also shared on the Allegan and Ottawa County Local Emergency 

Preparedness Committees.  Discussion focused on how the MACC might be involved in 

future mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery efforts. 

 

 Freight – A draft chapter was reviewed by the MACC Freight Planning Task Force and 

presented to the Policy Committee which illustrates expected increases in truck freight 

volumes to, from, and within Michigan. Discussion then addressed comments from the 

MACC Freight Planning Task Force and freight routes in the City of Holland, City of 

Zeeland, and throughout the MACC Area. Transportation concerns expressed by local freight 

carriers were used to develop an inventory of local freight routes which will be incorporated 

into the 2040 LRTP and sent to the Michigan Department of Transportation for consideration 

in the Michigan Freight Plan. 

 

D.    State Revenues for Transportation – Mr. Bulthuis summarized activity related to 

increasing transportation revenues that occurred in Lansing the previous week.  He noted 

that there will be a statewide ballot measure in May of 2015 that, if approved, would 

result in a permanent increase of more than $1.2B for transportation.  Questions were 

raised regarding what, if anything, the MACC should do to educate the public on this 

issue.  Discussion continued with agreement that more information on the ballot proposal 

is needed.     
 

E.   MDOT 2015-2019 Transportation Program – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the various 

MACC area projects included in MDOT’s draft 2015-2019 Transportation Program.  He 

stated that the Department’s five year program aligns with what is shown in the MACC’s 

Transportation Improvement Program and, thus, staff is not recommending submitting 

any comments.  

 

F.    MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Redmond stated that he would take back some of 

the points raised during agenda item D.  He noted that he is quite confident the 

Department will be issuing some information related to the May ballot proposal and some 

of the issues/points raised should be addressed in whatever information the Department 

develops. 
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IV. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

representing revenues and expenditures through November. Revenues are at 39.2% and 

expenses at 11.4%. He asked if there were any questions and there were none.  

 
B.  MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the Executive 

Committee Report was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions 

concerning the document. There were no questions.  

 

V.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were no public comments made.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS - Al Myaard welcomed everyone to Zeeland Township 

Hall. He gave everyone an update regarding the new Public Safety building that is being 

constructed next-door to the township hall, an open house is planned for February. Mr. 

Myaard also let the group know that the Upper Macatawa shared-use path has been under 

construction in Zeeland Township for several months and is set to be finished this spring. 

This summer, the township will also complete a path along 64th Street (Byron Rd. – 

Adams St.). Gentex is also starting to build on the north side of Riley Street west of 88th 

Avenue.  

 

  

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Koops noted that 

the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on January 26, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at the 

Olive Township Hall. There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Keeter and 

supported by Mr. TeSlaa to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, January 26, 2015 

12:00 noon at 

Olive Township Hall  

6480 136th Avenue, Holland, MI, 49424 

 


