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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

December 21, 2015 

Riley Street Fire Station 

131 Riley Street 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt, Blaine Koops, Tom Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry 

Hofmeyer, Jerry Felix (for Jerry Hunsburger), John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Al Myaard, Terry 

Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, Greg Holcombe, Ed Stielstra, Caleb Whitmer 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Klynstra and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to 

approve the November 23, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 
 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  Review of FY2015 Obligated Projects*** - Ms. Hoekwater reviewed the annual 

listing of roadway, transit, non-motorized, and bridge projects for which federal funding was 

obligated in FY 2015.  There were 25 projects which received $8 million in federal funds 

within the MACC Area, with total project costs of $12.4 million. Ms. Hoekwater 

congratulated the implementing agencies for their work on these projects and for making it 

possible to obligate the complete FY 2015 program. The Policy Committee approved the 

listing and agreed to release this to the public.  MACC Staff will be posting the final list on 

the homepage of the MACC website and will also include the information on the 

Transportation Improvement Program and Resources tabs of the website. 
 

B. FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program – Mr. Bulthuis stated that 

the call for projects for FY18-20 Surface Transportation Program funding and Congestion 

Mitigation/Air Quality funding resulted in nominations requesting over $9 million.  The 

amount available is $4.4 million so some choice will have to be made.  That is expected to 

occur via the TIP Development and Technical Committees in early January with a 

recommendation for the Committee’s consideration anticipated for the January meeting.   
 

C. Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act Summary – Mr. Bulthuis 

reported that Congress passed a new, 5-year transportation bill entitled Fixing America’s 

Surface Transportation (FAST) Act.  The bill totals $305 billion with $226B for highways, 

$61B for transit, $7B for the safety program and $10B for Amtrak.  Michigan is anticipated 

to receive $1.1B annually with locals receiving approximately $275M statewide.  The 

allocation to the MACC area is unknown at this time as is the amount of planning funds the 

MACC can expect to receive.  He noted a few new planning requirements in the law.  
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D. Upcoming Transportation Events – Members of the MACC Policy Committee 

were encouraged to attend several transportation events planned in the new year: 

 

January - On Wednesday, January 27 (9:30 am), the MACC Freight Planning Task Force will be 

meeting at the MACC office.  Freight stakeholders will be invited to offer comments on newly 

proposed projects within the FY 2017 – 2020 Transportation Improvement Program.  This is an 

important meeting to involve stakeholders in the transportation planning process and to expand 

public input required for the Transportation Improvement Program. 

 

February – The MACC is organizing a Road Safety Expo with local government, local law 

enforcement, bicycle advocacy groups, and neighboring MPO’s.  There will be a Saturday event on 

February 6 (10 am – 2 pm) for those who walk, bike, and drive in West Michigan. An open house 

is tentatively planned for the evening of Wednesday, February 24 (4 pm – 6:30 pm).  MDOT will 

be hosting this meeting and the MACC will be helping to promote the event to the community. 

 

March – An open house will be held at the MACC on Tuesday, March 29, to provide public 

outreach and involve the public in the planning process for the 2017 – 2020 Transportation 

Improvement Program. 

 

May – Green Commute Week will be held the third week in May. The week will begin on Sunday, 

May 15, with a new initiative to encourage local churches and faith based organizations to help 

promote the event.  The week will end on Saturday, May 21, with the annual Leadership Ride and 

breakfast.  More details will follow. 

 

A. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Steve Redmond informed the committee that MDOT’s 

5-year Transportation Improvement Plan is up on their website and public comments are 

welcome by January 11th. He noted that due to new state and federal legislation, and the 

revenues they bring, modifications to the 5-Year Plan are expected. Mr. Redmond also noted 

that the new Grand Region Engineer, replacing Roger Safford, is Erick Kind.    

 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES  
 

A. Macatawa Watershed Annual Report – Ms. Goward reported that copies of the 

annual report were provided in the Policy packet and a digital version is on the MACC’s 

website. The report includes highlights from 2015 regarding public education events, storm 

water management, the agricultural program, and Project Clarity. Seventeen public education 

events were conducted in 2015 and over 200 copies of each of the children’s book and 150 

copies of the Homeowner’s Handbook were distributed. Much of 2015 was spent updating 

plan documents for the storm water management plans required under permits for the six 

regulated communities within the Macatawa Watershed. The agricultural program was 

successful in completing the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant, continuing to 

implement the Great Lakes Commission Grant and partnering with Project Clarity. 

Conservation practices were applied to about 4,000 acres of land and 4,550 feet of drainage 

ditches for an estimated phosphorus reduction to Lake Macatawa of 2,200 pounds per year. 

B. Watershed Annual Meeting - The Macatawa Watershed Annual meeting was held 

on December 4, 2015 at Holland City Hall. The meeting was recorded by the City of Holland 

and the recordings are posted to the MACC’s website and the MACC’s Vimeo page. 

Presentations included GVSU student research, the Day 1 Watershed program at Hope 

College, a report of monitoring conducted by the GVSU Annis Water Resources Institute, 

and a Project Clarity report. The 2015 Watershed Stakeholder of the Year Award was 
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presented to the Project Clarity Agricultural Committee that has worked with staff at the 

Outdoor Discovery Center and the MACC over the past year to guide the implementation of 

agricultural practices utilizing Project Clarity funding. The nine committee members are 

Allison Brink, Brink Consulting; Cliff Meeuwsen, Zeeland Farm Services; Bob Fenton, CHS; 

John Christian, Green Valley; Bob Dykhuis, Dykhuis Farms; Ross Timmerman, Quarterline 

Farms; Bryan Kleinheksel, Kleinheksel Farms; Jeff Hoeve, Hoeve Farms; and Cal Schipper, 

Schipper Eggs. 

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Nominating Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the report, included in the 

agenda packet, on the activities of the Nominating Committee.  He stated that the direction of 

the committee is to add a current local government Policy Committee member to the 

Executive Committee.  Discussion followed as to the necessary modifications to the by-laws 

language and the timing of those changes.  Mr. Bulthuis expressed a desire to look at other 

matters that might possibly be addressed if the by-laws are being amended.  He noted it 

would be best to do them all at the same time.  Mr. Felix expressed a desire to move forward 

as quickly as possible.         

 

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues for the first month of the new fiscal year are at 39.2% and expenses at 9.7%. He 

asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none. 

 

C.      MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any questions 

regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Terry Nienhuis welcomed the committee to Holland Charter 

Township and reviewed a list of activities recapping the past year. The township’s board 

approved IFT’s totaling $29 million, the board also approved the sale of 3 vacant land parcels 

they had in the industrial park, and the township has had 468 building permits issued for a 

total of $54.9 million estimated construction cost. The township also filled 6 job positions, 4 

full-time positions and 2 part-time positions. Over the last year, the parking area at the 

Hawthorn Park property was expanded and a new shelter was built on that property as well. 

Lastly, the township board approved a professional market and feasibility study for a new 

recreation center.  Mr. Nienhuis noted that this project has been in the discussion and 

planning stages for a number of years and the township board sees this as not only good for 

the township but the greater community.  He noted that he had some concept drawings with 

him if anyone was interested in learning more of the details.     

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments. 
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VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

A. Mr. Vanderbilt noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

January 25, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. at the Outdoor Discovery Center in Fillmore Township. 

There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Klynstra and supported by Mr. 

Kleinheksel to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, January 25, 2016 

12:00 noon at 

Outdoor Discovery Center 

4214 56th Street, Holland, MI 49423 


