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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

December 18, 2017 

Port Sheldon Township 

16201 Port Sheldon Street 

West Olive, MI 49460 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: David Van Ginhoven, Terry Nienhuis, Howard Baumann, Tom Elhart  

(for Tom Bird), Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Skip Keeter (for Jerry 

Hunsburger), John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Steve Redmond (for John Lanum), Glenn 

Nykamp, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob 

Vink, Jack Camenga, Jack Thompson, Paul Sachs  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made. It was moved by Mr. Storey, supported by Mr. Elhart to approve the November 27, 

2017, meeting minutes. Motion carried.  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.   

 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  

 

A. FY2017 List of Federally Obligated Projects – The Policy Board reviewed a list of 

23 projects in the MACC area that received federal funding in FY2017. Federal funding 

obligated for these projects was $6.4 million with total project costs of $11.1 million. MACC 

staff thanked implementing agencies for making it possible to obligate these projects and 

obligate the FY2017 program. It was moved by Mr.Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Keeter to 

approve the list as presented. Motion carried. 

 

B. Transit Linkages Study Update Request – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a memo included 

in the agenda packet on this topic that included a request for $2,500 as part of a collaborative 

effort to raise $11,500 to do a limited public transit demand analysis on the Holland-

Hudsonville-Grand Rapids corridor.  He noted the other participants that have pledged 

funding to the effort including the cities of Holland and Zeeland.  Three stipulations attached 

to the funding were included in the memo and also reviewed.  Upon further discussion, it 

was moved by Mr. Klynstra and supported by Ms. DeBoer to allocate $2,500 to the 

Transit Linkages Study Update.  Motion carried. 
        

C. Age-Friendly Community – Transportation  - Mr. Bulthuis provided an update on 

the activities surrounding the Age-Friendly Community initiative.  He highlighted the results 

from a survey of older adults on a number of transportation-related topics.  A major finding 

showed the high degree of reliance on family/friends to meet the transportation needs of 

respondents as well as their reluctance to consider other options including public transit.  
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D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Redmond spoke to the board about MDOT’s newly 

released Road and Trail Bicycling Guide maps as well as MDOT’s Non-Motorized Plan.  

MACC staff will be distributing the trail maps to its members.  

 

IV. WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

 

A. Phosphorus TMDL Annual Report – Ms. Goward reported that staff submits an 

annual Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) progress report to the Michigan DEQ each 

October per the terms of our voluntary agreement. The report includes information about and 

estimates of both point and non-point source reductions of phosphorus. It is estimated that non-

point source phosphorus inputs to Lake Macatawa were reduced by about 4,800 pounds in 

2017. This number is based on the amount of best management practices that were installed. 

In the past six years, we have estimated a reduction of over 19,000 pounds of phosphorus. Point 

source discharges of phosphorus were slightly higher in 2017, but still below the allocation set 

by the TMDL. The goal set by the TMDL is to reduce phosphorus inputs to Lake Macatawa by 

91,000 pounds per year and to reach an in-lake concentration of 50 ppb. Recent monitoring 

data (2016) showed an in-lake concentration of about 90 ppb, which is much better than 

historical levels, but still not meeting water quality standards. 

 

B. Watershed Annual Meeting Summary and Stakeholder of the Year – Ms. Goward 

reported that the Macatawa Watershed Annual meeting was held on December 7 at Holland 

City Hall. Two Hope College student research projects were presented. They included projects 

about plastics in Lake Macatawa sediments and mushrooms as bioindicators of heavy metal 

contamination. Other presentations included a GVSU graduate research project about 

phosphorus in two-stage ditches, the 2016 GVSU monitoring results and a Project Clarity 

report of activities. The Watershed Stakeholder of the Year award was presented to the Day1 

Watershed Research Community at Hope College under the direction of Drs. Cathy Mader, 

Aaron Best, and Brent Krueger. 

 

C. Watershed Annual Report – Ms. Goward shared highlights from the Macatawa 

Watershed Annual report that was recently published. The report summarizes accomplishments 

in outreach and education, stormwater management, the agricultural program, and other 

activities. In 2017, the MACC participated in 15 community events, gave 5 presentations, held 

7 volunteer stream monitoring events, and co-hosted 2 river cleanups. About 120 volunteers 

participated in monitoring events and river cleanup. A Stormwater Management Plan was 

completed in 2017 with the assistance of a Stormwater, Asset Management and Wastewater 

Grant. The MACC also received a grant from the Community Foundation of the Holland 

Zeeland Area to support the development of a green stormwater vision for the watershed. The 

agricultural Great Lakes Commission Grant ended in 2017 and was able to provide over 

$190,000 to implement about 4,000 acres of conservation practices. Another 800 acres of 

conservation was implemented with Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding and 2,500 acres 

with Project Clarity funding. 

 

D. Agricultural Program Update – Mr. Vink provided an update on agricultural activity 

that had taken place in the 2017 calendar year.  He provided the number of participating growers 

and the number of acres being covered by existing contracts. He also provided a brief overview 

of best management practice for 2017. Mr. Vink provided an updated map of the current best 

management practices covered by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. He also provided an 

updated map with all the best management practices that have occurred over the last several grants. 

He concluded with several photos of installed practices 



MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
November 27, 2017 
Page 3 

 

V. COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM UPDATE – Mr. Bulthuis announced 

that the Community Enhancement Board had approved its first round of grants: 

 

$5,000 to the Holland Symphony Creating Access! Project.  The project brought together five 

community organizations who will use the funding to purchase 200 bi-lingual Peter and the Wolf 

books, underwrite tickets to the Family Concert, support pre-concert activities throughout March 

and provide needed transportation to the concert. 

 

$5,000 to the Friends of Felt Estate to develop a brochure highlighting seven historic homes as well 

as develop a website/app that provides information on numerous historic sites in the Holland-

Zeeland area. 

 

$5,500 to the Historic Ottawa Beach Society (HOBS) to purchase a window shade system for the 

pump house museum. HOBS will be hosting a unique interpretive project focusing on Holland’s 

Big Red Lighthouse. 

 

He noted that applications for the next round of funding were due at the MACC office on Feb. 9. 

  
 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

   

A. MACC Annual Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a report that highlighted some of the 

activities completed by the organization in 2017 including grants received, funding allocated 

and special projects completed.  

  

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 36.7 % and expenses at 16.2%. He asked if there were any questions regarding 

the report. There were none.  

 

C. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Howard Baumann welcomed the board and members of the public 

to Port Sheldon Township. Updates from Mr. Baumann included the work of the Ottawa 

County Road Commission adding a few miles of chip-seal to local roads throughout the 

summer as well as the resurfacing of  Lakeshore Drive between Butternut Drive and Croswell 

Street. The township is planning on improvements at Windsnest Park next year being funded 

in part by a $300,000 MDNR Trust Fund grant. LED light fixtures were installed in the 

township hall parking lot to reduce energy cost. Mr. Baumann concluded by mentioning the 

retirement of township clerk Kathy Van Voorst after serving over 28 years, An open house for 

Kathy is planned for December 27. Teresa DeGraaf will fill the vacant position starting in 

January.  

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments by members.  
 

 

 

 



MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
November 27, 2017 
Page 4 

 

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

A. Mr. Van Ginhoven noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

January 22, 2018, at 12:00 p.m. at the Park Township Hall.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, January 22, 2018 

12:00 noon at 

Park Township Hall 

52 152nd Ave, Holland, MI 49424 


