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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present: Linda LeFebre (Chair), Scott Nienhuis (Vice-Chair), Howard Fink (Park 

Township), Ken DeWeerdt (Fillmore Township), David Fairchild (MDOT Bureau of 

Planning), Don Komejan (Holland Charter Township), Glenn Nykamp (Zeeland Charter 

Township), Jerry Olman (filling in for Brett Laughlin, Ottawa County Road Commission), 

Steve Redmond (MDOT Grand Region), Matt Block, (MDOT, Muskegon TSC), Danielle 

Stack (Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement), Brian White (City of Holland), 

Todd Wolters (Olive Township) 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 

 

The MACC Transportation Technical Committee welcomed Mr. Howard Fink, new Manager 

for Park Township. Mr. Brown and Mr. Laughlin were not able to attend due to a conflict with 

a meeting of the County Road Association of Michigan (CRAM). Mr. Fairchild noted a 

correction to the MDOT Bureau of Planning report -during the December 2016 meeting. *** It 

was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to approve the minutes of 

December 12, 2016 as corrected. The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

 

III. FY 2017-2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

AMENDMENT*** - Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the history of the M-40 Safety Operations Study 

as well as actions that resulted from the study, including the construction of a loop ramp at I-

196 and the relocation of Interchange Drive.  The realignment of 64th Street at Cabill Drive is 

the remaining piece recommended to improve safety along the corridor.  Mr. Bulthuis 

reviewed an amendment to the FY 2017-2020 TIP which includes the re-alignment of 64th 

Street at Cabill Drive, where the roadways intersect at M-40. The Michigan Department of 

Transportation has proposed that the project would be obligated in FY 2017 and constructed in 

2018.  

 

*** It was moved by Mr. White and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to recommend 

approval of the proposed amendment to the FY 2017-2020 TIP by the MACC Policy 

Board. The motion carried. 
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IV. REMI STATE FORECAST REPORT – The Institute for Research on Labor, Employment, 

and the Economy at the University of Michigan has produced long-term economic and demographic 

forecasts using an economic/demographic model developed by Regional Economic Models, Inc. 

(REMI). Ms. Hoekwater reviewed the final statewide report, The Economic and Demographic Outlook 

for Michigan Through 2045, published in January 2017. The Transportation Technical Committee then 

discussed the following highlights of the statewide forecasts: 

 

 Michigan has nearly regained the jobs lost from 2000 – 2010 

 This employment growth is largely because Michigan added 347,674 self-employed/proprietor 

jobs during this 10 year period 

 In 2015 the state was still 452,020 short of year 2000 levels in wage and salary jobs (which tend 

to pay better than the average self-employment job) 

 Inflation-adjusted earnings are beginning to increase 

 Total population is expected to increase 7.8% over the next 30 years (2015-2045) 

 While the average household size will be decreasing from 2.43 to 2.27, total households are 

expected to increase 15.4% over the next 30 years 

 Vehicle ownership is expected to increase 11.3%  over the next 30 years (2015-2045) 

 The share of population aged 65 and older increased 14.9% in 2015 and is forecast to increase to 

22% in 2045. The report noted that “people 65 and older account for 19.4 percent of the 

population in Florida”. 

 Without international migration, Michigan would be shrinking at an accelerating rate after the 

year 2035 

 

The impacts of international migration and an aging baby boomer generation in Michigan will have to 

be considered in the development of the next Long Range Transportation Plan in the MACC area. The 

topic of autonomous vehicles was also discussed by members of the Committee and will continue to be 

explored. 

  

V. MDOT LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS – In 

January Ms. Ulstad attended a training for the development of a Long Range Transportation Plan, 

sponsored by the Michigan Department of Transportation. Highlights of the training included 

performance based planning and integrating goals and objectives with performance measures into the 

planning process. Ms. Ulstad also reported on federal rules requiring State and MPO target setting, and 

air quality conformity requirements for areas designated as non-attainment. A timeline for the 

development of the MACC 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan is under development and will be 

presented at a future meeting. 

 

VI. MDOT SAFETY TARGET COORDINATION / MACC SAFETY PLANNING UPDATE 
Ms. Hoekwater provided an update on the MDOT safety target coordination process and reported that 

MDOT is working to finalize a safety target by August 2017.  Metropolitan planning organizations, such 

as the MACC will be required to have a target established by February 2018. Ms. Hoekwater distributed 

a fact sheet about Safety Performance Measures and noted that MACC has already analyzed safety data 

for the region. MACC staff will compare the data with recommendations from the West Michigan Local 

Safety Plan, an 8-county regional traffic safety plan that includes the counties of Ottawa and Allegan.  
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VII. PARK TOWNSHIP PUBLIC TRANSIT STUDY UPDATE – Mr. Bulthuis reported that a 

final report has been prepared for the Park Township Public Transit Study. MACC staff developed 

ridership projections and then worked with MAX staff to evaluate and recommend cost estimates for 

future transit service. Last week the public transit options were presented to the Park Township Board, 

with a favorable response.  The next step in the process will be a resolution of intent to provide service 

(during the March meeting of the MAX Authority Board). Contract negotiations between MAX and 

Park Township will begin soon after. 

 

VIII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the 

Technical Committee: 

 

Fillmore Township – Mr. DeWeerdt reported that local road resurfacing projects will be decided at the 

next board meeting.  A major project planned for this year is resurfacing 60th Street (146th – 144th 

Avenue) in Fillmore and Laketown Townships. 

 

Holland Charter Township  - Mr. Komejan reported that documents are still needed to finalize the 

nonmotorized project at Windmill Island.  Negotiations continue with the hope that the project will be in 

the May bid letting. 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White reported on the City of Holland resurfacing program which will include 2 

miles of Southshore Drive.  This project will involve significant utility work. The project will begin 

before Tulip Time at Old Orchard and then will continue east.  

 

Park Township – Mr. Fink reported that the shared use pathway along 160th Street has faced challenges 

with easements but Park Township staff are hopeful that the project will be completed this summer. 

 

Zeeland Charter Township – Mr. Nykamp reported on a recent meeting with planning staff and 

community leaders to discuss the preservation of the M-231 corridor through Ottawa County. Mr. 

Nykamp stressed the importance of looking at parcels and discussing right-of-way needs before further 

development along Byron Road makes the M-231 project impossible. 

 

City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis reported on the Elm Street project with reconstruction beginning in 

April between Elm and Main Street and expected to be completed by September. Mill and resurfacing 

on Riley Street (State to Fairview) is scheduled to begin June 13. The reconstruction of 101st (BL-196 to 

Lee Street) will begin in late June or early July. Beginning June 13 sanitary force main from Holland 

Township to the City of Zeeland will impact Roosevelt Avenue from Jefferson to Oak Street. 

 

Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Stack reported on Phase II of the 

Spoonville trail and fund raising plans for the project. Staff is working on an application for 4 foot paved 

shoulders along the remaining portion of Lakeshore Drive (New Holland south to Lakewood Blvd & 

168th Ave). A portion from New Holland to Butternut Avenue was most recently resurfaced and plans 

are to continue resurfacing in 2018. 
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Ottawa County Road Commission - Mr. Olman reported on the Ottawa County Road Commission’s 

focus on projects for the upcoming year, including subdivision and local street projects. A GI has been 

completed for Adams Street (88th – 64th Ave) and a July letting date is planned. 

 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Ms. Hoekwater announced plans for the 10th annual Green 

Commute Week.  The event begins May 14 – 20, 2017 and will include a planning workshop, pop-up 

bike lane, school challenge, and an employer commute challenge.  For more information, please check 

the Green Commute page on the MACC website: http://www.the-macc.org/green-commute/ 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Fairchild reported on the new 

JobNet computer program, and added that this is the first significant program update in many years. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region – Mr. Redmond reported that MDOT staff 

has been discussing federal target setting requirements and penalties if targets are not met.  It is unclear 

how the future statewide program will be impacted by these requirements. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC – Mr. Block reported on an indirect 

left/right turn project planned in 2017, at Bingham. A utility relocation meeting was scheduled for the 

64th Avenue realignment with Cabill Drive, at M-40, and construction is planned in the 2018 season. 

 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

 Downtown Holland Traffic Circulation Study- Mr. Bulthuis reported on the scope of work for 

the Downtown Holland Traffic Circulation study, which will evaluate the return of two-way 

pairs which are now one-way. Ms. LeFebre raised concerns with impacts on MAX bus 

operations at the Padnos Transportation Center. Mr. Bulthuis noted that stakeholders will be 

invited to participate on a project steering committee and will look at 2 seasons of traffic data.   

 

 Final Rule for National Performance Measures: System Performance- Ms. Hoekwater 

reported on the final rule regarding system performance. Though published in January 2017, the 

effective date was postponed to March 21, 2017. Metropolitan planning organizations are 

meeting with the Michigan Department of Transportation to review the final rule and identify 

newly required performance measures. MACC staff will provide updates when more information 

becomes available. 

 

 Ottawa County Local Emergency Planning Committee – Public Officials Conference  
Ms. Hoekwater informed members of the Transportation Technical Committee of an emergency 

preparedness event being held for local officials and staff on March 15, 2017. The event is being 

hosted by the Local Emergency Planning Committee and will be at the Ottawa County Fillmore 

Complex. (sign-in 7:30 am, Conference 8:00 am – 12:30 pm). A brochure was sent to members 

of the Transportation Technical Committee and all were invited to attend. This event has been 

designed to answer questions about what happens when there is a disaster; what is the role of 

local officials within the County? What can be done at the local level before, during and after a 

disaster occurs. The event is free and includes lunch. 
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Pre-registration: https://2017-ottawa-county-lepc-confrence.eventbrite.com 

   

X. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

*** It was moved by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Redmond to adjourn the meeting. The 

motion carried. 

 

Next Meeting: 

March 13, 2017 

MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


