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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

February 25, 2019 

Holland Charter Township 

131 Riley St 

 Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha (Vice-Chair), Hannes Meyers, Jr. (Vice-Chair), Howard 

Baumann Jr., Joe Baumann, Thomas Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Skip Keeter (for Jerry 

Hunsburger), John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum (for Eric Mullen) Terry Nienhuis, 

Glenn Nykamp,  Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Burkman, Mara Gericke, Kelly Goward, Joe Spelde, Carolyn Ulstad, 

Rob Vink, Jim Camenga, Dennis Kent  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made. It was moved by Mr. Neinhuis, supported by Mr. Keeter to approve the January 7, 2018, 

meeting minutes. Motion carried.  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made 
 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  MACC Safety Targets - Ms. Ulstad gave an overview of the proposed 2019 State Safety 

Targets. MAP-21 and its implementing regulations require that each state DOT and MPOs work 

together to coordinate the establishment of targets for each federally required performance measure. 

A performance target is a numeric goal identifying the desired performance of an element of the 

transportation system.  As state DOTs and MPOs develop targets they use historic data to establish 

a baseline as a starting point and they also consider resources and funding available to address each 

target. The federal planning rule which guides the transportation planning process for metropolitan 

planning organizations, requires that MPOs establish performance targets not later than 180-days 

after the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). MACC staff recommended to the 

committee that the MACC follow the state set targets. 
 

It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported by Mr. Joe Baumann to approve Resolution #19-01 

supporting MDOT’s targets for safety performance measures, and authorize the chair to sign. 

Motion carried.  

 

B.  Air Quality Conformity Resolution – Ms. Ulstad gave a brief update to the 

committee, sharing with them that transportation conformity provisions of the Clean Air Act 

Amendments require that metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) make a determination that 

the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 

projects conform to the State Implementation Plan (SIP), and that regional emissions will not 

negatively impact the region’s ability to meet the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(NAAQS). The MACC’s LRTPs and TIP conform to the SIP for the 2015 ozone standard and 
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1997 ozone standard based on the results of the conformity analysis. The conformity report makes 

the determination that the region’s transportation plan and programs satisfy all applicable criteria 

and procedures in the conformity regulations. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Terry Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Storey to approve Resolution #19-02 

accepting the ozone conformity analysis for Allegan County, and authorize the chair to sign. 

Motion carried. 

 

C.  Transportation Improvement Program Amendments – Due to the addition of FY20 

funding, the City of Holland is requesting an update to project cost and project length for their 16th Street 

project. MDOT had amendment requests regarding budget changes to three of its projects. For I-196, 

MDOT will be increasing the project total from $675,000 to $835,000 (it is possible that this change will 

only trigger an Administrative Modification). For the sign replacement job, the PE phase cost will be 

dropping from $100,000 to $25,000. MDOT’s last amendment request for the US-31 project is to lower 

the phase budget in JobNet so that a baseline federal approved budget can be produced (this is a Technical 

Amendment). The final three projects from MDOT were for traffic safety pavement marking jobs. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Kleinstra, supported by Ms. De Boer to amend the MACC FY2017-2020 

TIP to modify the projects as presented. Motion carried. 

 

D.  MDOT / FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum discussed potential for a change in the language 

of the TIP that will reflect the language within the safety targets, pavement, bridge, and system 

performance. Mr. Hannes- Meyers, Jr. questioned whether MDOT has received any information 

regarding future road funding.  Mr. Bird asked about a proposal to change the Act 51 distribution 

formula. Mr. Kent responded noting that such proposal is a legislative action.  

 

IV. HOUSING NEXT UPDATE – Mr. Ryan Kilpatrick gave a presentation regarding 

Housing Next, which recently completed a housing needs assessment. Mr. Kilpatrick discussed the 

need for housing at all price points and walkable transit-oriented neighborhoods within Ottawa 

County and the broader MACC region. An open discussion followed the presentation.  

 

V. WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Project Clarity 2018 Dashboard Report – The Macatawa Watershed Project was 

invited to be a part of a regional grant application being submitted by the West Michigan 

Shoreline Regional Development Commission. If successful, this grant will provide over 

$400,000 to the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council to support streambank restoration 

projects throughout the watershed. The grant was submitted in February and award 

notifications are scheduled to be made in August. Watershed Project staff are also working on 

preparing a proposal to submit to the Great Lakes Commission to continue funding agricultural 

practices that will reduce phosphorus inputs to Lake Macatawa. Proposals are due the end of 

March and more details will be shared at the March Policy Committee meeting. Staff provided 

reminders about the Project Clarity Agricultural Lunch scheduled on February 28 and the fact 

that the Watershed Project is actively seeking summer interns. A copy of the Project Clarity 

monitoring Dashboard was included in the Policy packet and discussed at the meeting. Overall, 

the trend is looking positive, but there is considerable variability in the data. Numerous 

environmental factors, including weather, impact the monitoring results. The full monitoring 

report will be available soon. The Michigan Department of Environmental quality also 
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monitors the water quality of Lake Macatawa. Their reports from the last several years should 

be available later this summer. 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 
A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Burkman reviewed the financial report.  Revenues are at 

46% and expenses at 25%.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Burkman acknowledged the City of 

Holland’s involvement in the Community Enhancement Program, and he discussed the groups desire 

to hold more discussions on pertinent regional issues.  

 

*The MACC recognized Terry Hofmeyer for his service to the MACC Policy Committee. He 

has served on the committee since 2007, and has been involved in local government since 1961.  

   

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS  

 

A. Host Member: Terry Nienhuis, Holland Charter Township– Mr. Nienhuis discussed 

the progress on the new public safety building and the completed Dunton Park. In 2018, Holland 

Township received 833 emergency calls, 137 medical, 104 rescue, and 594 fire, smoke, and other 

calls. The township issued 630 building permits for a dollar value of $88 million. Mr. Nienhuis 

discussed the township’s asset management plan for their non-motorized pathways and the need of 

future repair. 

 

B. Other Members – No other comments were made.  

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, March 25, 2019 

12:00 noon at 

Zeeland Charter Township Hall  

6582 Byron Rd, Zeeland, MI 49464 

 


