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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

February 23, 2015 

Riley Street Fire Station 

131 Riley Street  

Holland, MI, 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt (Chair), Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers, Howard Baumann, Joe 

Baumann, Tom Bird, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, Paul Lott (for John 

Lanum), Al Myaard, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Vince Bush (for Terry Nienhuis) 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, Jim Hayden, Jeremy Gonsior 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Storey and supported by Mr. Klynstra, to approve 

the January 26, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 

 
  

II. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  

 

A.   2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (memo sent with a copy of the draft 2040  

LRTP) – Ms. Hoekwater gave the MACC Policy Committee an overview of the draft document, 

beginning with the vision of the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  The draft 

identifies existing conditions in the MACC Area and projects future travel expected through the 

year 2040.  She summarized data that was collected for the travel demand model and explained 

how the model was used to identify roadways that currently are/or are expected to be congested in 

future years.   

 

Chapters 12 and 13 of the draft document summarize how the plan was evaluated and how the 

financial analysis was completed.  Ms. Hoekwater highlighted key elements from these chapters 

and requested assistance with continued outreach efforts and encourage comments from the public.  

Next steps will include the following: 

 Release document for public review and comment February 23.   

 Incorporate community recommendations for the LRTP. 

 Propose a public hearing March 23. 

 Adoption of MACC 2040 LRTP document. 

A motion to approve the draft Long Range Transportation Plan and release for public 

comment was made by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Bird.  Motion carried.  
 

B. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lott provided clarification on the effective date of 

approval of the 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. 
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III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES- Ms. Goward provided an  

update on the status of the Macatawa Watershed Stormwater Guidebook. CDs with two versions of 

the guidebook were available at the meeting. She has been working to contact individual townships 

to schedule appearances at board and planning commission meetings to pass out the guidebook and 

provide a brief overview. Ms. Goward then mentioned that work on the SAW grant is progressing 

and continues to take up the majority of staff time. The Watershed Project has also begun planning 

outreach and education programming for 2015 and already has several dates on the calendar for 

activities like river cleanup and Macroinvertebrate monitoring. Planning of the 2015 Water Festival 

will begin soon and more details will be provided at a later date. A question was asked about the 

status of Project Clarity. To date, Project Clarity has raised about $9 million of its $12 million goal 

and they recently redesigned their website, macatawaclarity.org. Ms. Ulstad then provided an 

update on the 2015 Lawn Care Seal of Approval Program. She gave a brief overview of the 

program and talked a bit about what is planned for the 2015 season. 

 

IV. WEST MICHIGAN REGIONAL PROSPERITY ALLIANCE UPDATE – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed a handout that summarized the five projects that had been awarded funding 

from the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance (WMPA).  The five projects are: 

1. Port of Muskegon Regional Logistics Hub 

2. Protecting Lake Michigan Water Quality through Establishment of a Dedicated 

Revenue Source for Watershed Management 

3. Connected Community Engagement Program, Technology Action Planning 

4. Michigan Work Ready Communities 

5. Emerge West Michigan Website Portal/Mentor Connect 

Mr. Bulthuis noted that he could not announce the funding awards for four of the projects since the 

official press release had not been sent, but could announce that the water quality project, which 

MACC staff is directly involved in, received the largest grant in the amount of $89,000.  Mr. 

Bulthuis also noted that he intends to direct staff resources to the Technology Action Planning 

effort.  Discussion followed. 

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 

A. FY2015 Budget Amendment #1 – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed FY2015 Budget 

Amendment #1 that was included in the agenda packet.  Revenues under the 

amendment are projected at $1,083,210 and expenses at $1,079,441.  It was moved 

by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Baumann to approve Budget Amendment #1 

as proposed.  Motion carried. 

 

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 47.3% and expenses at 24.8%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.   Host Member: Mr. Bush welcomed everyone to Holland Township and started by  

updating the group on a few highlights from the 2014 year. In the past year the board approved $55 

million in building and economic development tools adding approximately 280 new jobs. A 

collaboration agreement with the City of Zeeland and Zeeland Township to help with the Zeeland 

Area Clean Water Plant contract was completed. He noted that 495 building permits were 

approved with building costs estimated at $83 million.  In the area of transportation, the township 

funded many crack-seal projects to improve local roads in and around neighborhoods.  
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B. Other Members: It was noted that the draft 2040 LRTP states that of the 312 miles 

of federal aid-eligible roadways, over 50% of them are rated in poor or fair condition.  Mr. 

Bush raised the question whether the May 5 state ballot proposal (Proposal 1) should be 

discussed by the Committee since the proposal’s main focus is raising transportation 

revenues.  Several others also spoke about the proposal and requested that staff draft a 

resolution regarding Proposal 1 for their consideration.   

  

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 

noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on March 23, 2015 at 12:00 

p.m. at the Fillmore Township Hall. There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. 

Howard Baumann and supported by Mr. Klynstra to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

12:00 noon at 

Fillmore Township Hall  

4219 52nd Street, Holland, MI, 49423 

 


