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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

February 22, 2016 

Holland City Hall 

270 S. River Avenue 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Blaine Koops, Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Tom Elhart (for Tom Bird), Nancy DeBoer, 

Ken DeWeerdt, Skip Keeter (for Jerry Hunsburger), Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, 

Terry Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Steve Redmond, Glenn Nykamp 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Klynstra and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to 

approve the January 25, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. BYLAWS REVISIONS*** – There was discussion about the proposed Bylaws language 

included in the agenda packet.  Questions were raised as to the intent of the MACC’s organizers in 

having the Executive Committee comprised of At-Large board members who do not pay dues.  

Existing Executive Committee members shared that their role is advisory, providing assistance to 

the Executive Director.  Mr. Keeter noted that Park Township still has concerns with the proposed 

language.  Mr. Nienhuis, noting he is serving on the Nominating Committee and involved in the 

discussions related to the proposed language, suggested the Board not overcomplicate the intent of 

the proposed language, that is, to add a city/township representative to the Executive Committee.  

Mr. Koops stated that there was not a 2/3 quorum present, as required to act on changes to the 

bylaws, so the matter would be revisited at the March meeting.      
 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Contract with Public Sector Consultants*** – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the memo 

included in the agenda packet related to this agenda item.  He explained that some consultant 

assistance was necessary to complete the West Michigan Watershed Funding Study and 

summarized the scope of work to be provided by the consultant.  The study’s steering 

committee released a request for proposals (RFP) and received two responses that were 

evaluated.  The steering committee is recommending that Public Sector Consultants out of 

Lansing be retained to assist the steering committee with completing the study at a cost not to 

exceed $50,000.  Upon further discussion, it was moved by Mr. Klynstra and supported 

by Mr. Keeter to authorize staff to enter into a contract with Public Sector Consultants 

to complete a watershed funding study for an amount not to exceed $50,000.  Motion 

carried.     
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B. Road/Stream Crossing Inventory Grant Application*** – A memo was included in 

the agenda packet to summarize this application and Ms. Goward provided an overview at the 

meeting. This grant is through the Michigan Clean Water Corps (MiCorps) and was 

submitted on February 10, 2016. The purpose of the project is to establish a volunteer 

program to inventory road/stream crossings in the watershed. The watershed management 

plan identifies road/stream crossings as a source of sediment pollution, but there is very little 

known about the crossings. The MiCorps protocol is extremely robust and would include 

gathering data about the road and culvert condition, the streambed and streambank, 

streamflow, and other parameters. The grant would help fund the purchase of equipment and 

support staff time to manage the program. The grant request is $7,496.93 and $12,500.71 has 

been pledged in matching funds from the MACC and its partners, including the Allegan and 

Ottawa County Road Commissions. If funded, the grant would be for 18 months with a goal 

of visiting 58 crossings during that time. Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. 

Rajadhyaksha and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to designate Mr. Bulthuis as the 

MACC’s authorized representative for the purposes of the grant agreement should the 

grant be awarded. Motion carried. 
 

C. 2015 Lake Macatawa Dashboard – A copy of the dashboard report was included in 

the agenda packet and Ms. Goward provided a summary at the meeting. The dashboard report 

was developed by the Grand Valley State University’s Annis Water Resources Institute 

(AWRI). Monitoring conducted by AWRI is funded through Project Clarity and includes 

monitoring up and downstream of significant restoration projects (Haworth and Middle Mac 

Wetlands) and also in-lake monitoring. Full monitoring reports for 2014 and 2015 are posted 

on the MACC website. The dashboard report is for lake monitoring only. The dashboard 

includes all historical sampling data that is available plus recent data collected by AWRI over 

the last 3 years. The dashboard includes phosphorus (the primary pollutant of concern), 

chlorophyll a (a measure of algae) and secchi disk depth (water clarity). The data presented is 

an average of several samples that were taken over that year. Data collected is only 

representative of the water on the day it was collected under that specific set of environmental 

conditions. The data is a snapshot in time and not a complete and accurate representation of 

the lake condition. Environmental factors, such as rainfall, can affect the results and must be 

taken into consideration when interpreting data. The dashboard does show that the lake is 

progressing in the right direction, some of which is weather dependent, but much of which is 

undoubtedly due to efforts in recent years to restore wetlands and install best management 

practices throughout the watershed.  Discussion followed.   

.   

 

V. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  
  

A. US-31 Reconstruction and Bridge Improvements – Ms. Hoekwater reported on 

public outreach and updates to the MACC website, intended to inform the community of this 

major construction project. MACC staff is working to communicate project details in order to 

minimize disruption to those traveling through the corridor. The project website now includes 

project maps illustrating multiple stages. Though major construction will be suspended 

during Tulip Time, construction will resume immediately after the festival. Southbound 

traffic will be moved over to 2 lanes on the Northbound side of the roadway. Southbound US-

31 will be reduced to one lane south of James Street.  Signs will be posted alerting the 

community of interchange closures and detour routes. Local media has also been supportive 

and the Holland Sentinel will include a regular feature on the reconstruction of US-31. 
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Ms. Hoekwater reminded Committee members that the MACC website offers a link to sign up for 

email notifications from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). Ramp detours were 

discussed by MACC Policy Committee members and maps were reviewed. Mr. Redmond, MDOT 

Grand Region, replied to a question regarding the number of vehicles that will be detoured or 

rerouted with roadway construction.  Traffic models may help to identify the number of vehicles. 

Mr. Redmond offered to follow up on this estimate.  

  

 A pre-construction meeting was held in mid-February which reviewed utility work and identified 

 each of the contractors on the project. An open house was also scheduled at the Riley Street Fire 

 Station on Wednesday, February 24. [Note: due to winter weather, the open house was cancelled.  

 MACC Staff met with several individuals who attended the cancelled event and later shared 

 comments and questions with the Michigan Department of Transportation.] 

 

B. Road Safety Expo Recap – MACC staff and partners who worked together to plan the 

Road Safety Expo on February 6 were pleased with the results. There were over 20 exhibitors 

displaying gear and offering information. The event was well attended, with nearly 100 

people registered for the 4-hour event. Participants commented that it was interesting and 

worth their time. They also requested that the event be repeated next year and offered 

suggestions for future discussion topics.  Ms. Hoekwater noted that it was the collaboration 

among transportation planners, bicyclists, local government, and law enforcement that 

contributed to the successful planning of the Road Safety Expo. Partners included the Allegan 

and Ottawa County Sheriff, Lakeshore Cycling Coalition, Pedal Holland, Zeeland Charter 

Township, Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement, and the West Michigan 

Shoreline Regional Development Commission. The MACC will continue to seek future 

opportunities to work together and pursue funding opportunities to purchase lights for 

pedestrians and bicyclists. 

 

C. 2016 Green Commute Week – Ms. Hoekwater stated that the Green Commute 

Planning Committee has been hard at work, planning this year’s event.  A survey was sent to 

businesses serving as Recharging Stations to begin promotion early in the spring.  The week 

begins on Sunday, May 15 and will involve churches which have Creation Care programs.  

The committee will continue outreach to employers and schools this year.  There will also be 

a video contest, as well as the annual Leadership Ride and breakfast on Saturday, May 21.  A 

schedule with posters and postcards will be available in March. 

 

D. Ozone Non-attainment Area Designation – A brief report was provided by Ms. 

Hoekwater summarizing the steps involved in designating Ozone non-attainment areas. The 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) will be analyzing air monitor data 

along the Lakeshore, as this area is typically where concentrations are highest.  Monitor data 

is used to determine if an area is in compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality 

Standard. A model will then show trajectories for air masses.  The MACC has invited the 

MDEQ staff to attend a future Policy Committee meeting and offer feedback on the process.  

This will also provide information on how the results of the monitor data and designation 

discussions will impact the MACC area. 

 

Ms. Hoekwater noted that it is essential for the region to continue what we are doing to raise 

awareness.  Programs such as Green Commute Week and the Clean Air Action program help 

to reduce vehicle emissions. As the USEPA’s decision on area designations will rely on 

monitor data from 2014 – 2016, reducing emissions in the coming months will be important. 
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E. MDOT/FHWA COMMENTS – Mr.Lanum reported that he would be meeting with 

MACC staff on March 1st to  talk about the FY2017 Unified Work Program and to discuss the 

state’s new online TIP submittal system. Mr. Redmond notified the committee that an RFP 

will be sent out from the Grand Region in regards to development of a non-motorized plan.  It 

is hoped that this effort will help facilitate development and coordination of the nonmotorized 

system in the 13-county Grand Region. 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

representing the first quarter of the fiscal year. Revenues are at 58.4% and expenses at 25.7%. 

He asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none. 

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mayor Nancy DeBoer welcomed the committee to City Hall. Mayor 

DeBoer stated her appreciation for MACC and the role it plays in bringing people together.  

She shared with the group that the new Marriott hotel on 8th street should be opening within 

the month. The new power plant under construction should be ready for testing in December 

of 2016. She also informed the group that the city will likely be pursuing fiber optics to 

increase internet speeds and noted the upcoming 9th Street reconstruction project and the 

intent to convert 7th Street to two-way traffic during construction.  Ms. DeBoer also thanked 

MDOT for their assistance and investments on US 31 as well as M-40. 

 

B. Other Members – Mr. Klynstra noted that with the closing of the HBPW power 

plant the MACC may want to look at the future of harbor dredging and who will pay for it. 

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

A. Mr. Koops noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

March 28, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. at the Howard Miller Community Center in the City of 

Zeeland. There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Keeter and supported by 

Mr.  DeWeerdt to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, March 28, 2016 

12:00 noon at 

Howard Miller Community Center 

14 South Church Street, Zeeland, MI 49464 


