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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

February 27, 2017 

Port Sheldon Township Hall 

16201 Port Sheldon Street 

West Olive, MI 49460 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Howard Baumann, Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Nancy DeBoer, 

Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Skip Keeter (for Jerry Hunsburger), John Kleinheksel, Glenn 

Nykamp, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob 

Vink, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, Jennifer Kaluarachchige, Amanda Price, Jordan Climie  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. Keeter, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve the January 

23, 2017 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.   
  

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Healthy Watershed Consortium Grant – MACC staff submitted a grant application 

to the Healthy Watershed Consortium Grant Program, administered by the US Endowment for 

Forestry and Communities, on February 1. The request was for $314,800 in grant funds with 

$138,200 provided in match by the project partners, including the Grand Valley Metro Council, 

the West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission, the Michigan DEQ, the 

West Michigan Environmental Action Council, and the Kent Conservation District. The three 

goals of the project are to support the development of a sustainable funding strategy for 

watershed management plan implementation, develop a landowner resource guide and 

curriculum for protecting healthy watersheds and refine a model to assess healthy watersheds. 

The project will occur in the 13-county West Michigan Prosperity Alliance region and each 

partner has specific roles under each of the project goals. Awards should be announced by the 

end of March. A motion was made by Mr. Joe Baumann, supported by Ms. DeBoer to 

authorize the Executive Director, to enter into an agreement with the U.S. Endowment 

for Forestry and Communities should the grant be awarded. Motion passed. 

 

B. Agricultural Update – Rob Vink gave an overview of agricultural contracts and 

current funding levels. 

 
• Every grower who signed a letter of commitment has been contacted. 
• Resulting in 12 signed contracts 
• 6 contracts drafted or in process waiting for signatures.  
• Approximately 2,800 acres contracted for 2017 
• Current Balance is $162,307.00 grant funds $76,445.00 match funds 
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Residue Management     

• 1,270 acres        

• One, two, and three year contracts 

• $66,109 GLRI fund 

• $33,026 Match funds 

 Cover Crops 

• 1,199 acres  

• Two or three year contracts 

• $60,767 GLRI funds 

• $30,383 Match funds  

              Gypsum  
• 496 acres 
• 1 year contracts 
• $14,888 GLRI funds 
• $7,444 Match funds  

 
 Mr. Vink then gave an overview on Gypsum, where it comes from and the benefits it provides as 
 an agronomic amendment. He also described the positive impact it has on water quality. Mr. Vink 
 then presented several studies and the findings that show the reduction of sediment and 
 phosphorus. The presentation ended with a description of an on-going project to map all of the 
 fields that have had BMP’s applied to them. Once completed, the map should be a helpful tool in 
 determining where future efforts should be focused.  
 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

A. FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment – Mr. Bulthuis 

reminded board members of the M-40 safety/traffic improvement plan completed by the 

MACC in 2011 and that the project under consideration today is the final component of the 

improvements envisioned in that plan and a subsequent plan completed by MDOT.  Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed a memo describing the improvements which include realigning 64th Street 

so that it aligns with Cabill Drive at M-40.  The estimated $1.2 million project will be let in 

late 2017 with construction planned for 2018.  Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. 

Kleinheksel and supported by Mr. Hofmeyer to amend the FY2017 program of the 

MACC’s FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program as detailed in the staff 

memo dated February 20, 2017.  Motion carried.    

 

B. Safety Target Setting Process – Ms. Hoekwater presented an overview of the U.S. 

Department of Transportation’s National Transportation Performance Management effort and 

latest rulemaking schedule. Safety Performance Measures were published in March 2016, 

along with the final rules for the Highway Safety Improvement Program, requiring State 

Departments of Transportation to develop safety targets by August 2017. The Michigan 

Department of Transportation has established a safety goal to reduce traffic fatalities and 

serious traffic injuries by 15% between 2011 and 2016, and is now working with MPOs to 

discuss potential State targets. Once State targets are finalized, MPOs will either agree to 

support the State targets or will establish their own safety targets by February 2018. 

 

MACC Policy Board members reviewed preliminary safety data for the MACC area and 

discussed strategies to address collisions caused by human factors, such as distracted driving 

and not following rules of the road. Staff will continue to evaluate local data and identify factors 
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contributing to collisions in the MACC area. These findings will be reported during a future 

meeting. 

 

C. Autonomous Vehicles and Planning Considerations – Autonomous vehicle 

technology has been a recent topic in national and local news, with significant investment in 

self-driving car technology by Google, Uber, and Michigan automobile manufacturers. Ms. 

Hoekwater provided an introduction to automated vehicles and shared materials prepared by 

Scott Smith, with the Volpe National Transportation Systems Center. Discussion focused on 

five levels of automation: driver assistance, partial, conditional, high, and full automation. 

Direct and indirect impacts to be considered by the planning process include infrastructure 

investments, network efficiency, travel behavior, safety, public health, energy/emissions, land 

use, asset management, and socio-economic impacts. With $40 million in federal funding to 

advance heavy truck platooning in Columbus, Ohio, the MACC Policy Board discussed 

potential impacts of autonomous vehicles in the Midwest. Additional research is available from 

the USDOT Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology (www.its.dot.gov). 

 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Redmond introduced his colleague, Jennifer 

Kaluarachchige, who was in her first day on the job.  He also provided an update on the 

Grand Region’s Nonmotorized Plan update effort. 

 

V. WEST MICHIGAN REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE  

 

A. 2017 Grant Award – Mr. Bulthuis reported that the West Michigan Regional 

Prosperity Alliance (WMPA) was awarded $181,000 to continue its efforts in 2017.  It is 

hoped that a majority of this funding will be allocated to projects that promote regional 

prosperity in Region 4. 

 

B. West Michigan Regional Dashboard –Mr. Bulthuis provided an overview of the 

West Michigan Regional Dashboard that was recently launched.  A WMPA-funded initiative, 

the dashboard tracks 34 indicators selected to track economic, environmental and social 

sectors of the 13-county region.  Information on the 34 indicators at the county level is also 

available.     

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

  

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 35.3% and expenses at 22.4%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
A.  Host Member: Howard Baumann welcomed the Policy Committee to Port Sheldon 

Township. Mr. Baumann reported to the group that improvements to the township hall’s 

park have been completed and now include a new pickleball ball area, a basketball court 

and picnic shelter. The township also received a $300,000 grant to update Windsnest 

Park over the next two fiscal years. The Ottawa County Road Comission will be staying 

busy this coming season with around seven miles of seal coat planned and likely repaving 

Lakeshore Drive from Croswell to Butternut.  
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B. Other Members – There were no other comments. 
 

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhyaksha reminded the group that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would 

be held on March 27, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Park Township Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 


