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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

January 7, 2019 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Rd 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: David Van Ginhoven (Chair), Hannes Meyers, Jr. (Vice-Chair),  Joe Baumann, Thomas 

Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Eric Mullen, Terry Hofmeyer, Skip Keeter (for Jerry 

Hunsburger), John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Burkman, Mara Gericke, Kelly Goward, Joe Spelde, Carolyn Ulstad, 

Rob Vink, Chris Brown, Jim Camenga, Dennis Kent, Peter Haefner, Jack Thompson  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Mr. Burkman introduced two 

new staff members: Program Assistant Joe Spelde and Assistant Planner Mara Gericke. Afterwards, 

Self- introductions were made. It was moved by Mr. Keeter, supported by Ms. DeBoer to 

approve the November 26, 2018, meeting minutes. Motion carried.  

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made 

 

III. PRESENTATION: FY2018 AUDIT REPORT – Peter Haefner C.P.A presented the 

audit report for the year ended September 30, 2018. The report found that the MACC is following 

the principles prescribed by the State of Michigan and Governmental Accounting Standards Board, 

receiving the highest opinion. Mr. Haefner discussed the MACC’s expenses exceeding program 

revenues, with the differential being funded through dues. Revenues by type of governmental activity 

varied among grants yet was fairly consistent among watershed and transportation dues. Mr. Haefner 

identified areas for improvement that management have agreed to address.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported by Mr. Glenn to accept the report as information. 

Motion Carried.   

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  Proposed FY2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program Project List -  Mr. 

Burkman explained that an estimated $6.5M is available in the Surface Transportation Program and 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program for the upcoming FY2020-2023 TIP 

cycle, including additional FY2019 funding that is available for redistribution from the Laketown 

Emergency Access Project ($220,000), Zeeland Roundabout Project ($100,000), and Ottawa County 

Road Commission Replacement Truck ($58,000).  In response to the call for projects issued in 

October, 37 project applications were received, with a collective federal funding request of $15.8M.   

Staff reviewed the applications and developed an initial recommendation for project selection that 

was considered by the TIP Development Working Group on December 7th.  The recommendation 

from that group was considered by the Technical Committee on December 10th and was presented 

for the Policy Board’s approval.  The recommendations consisted of 24 projects throughout the 
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MACC region, as identified in the agenda packet.  Upon approval, the FY2019 projects will be 

handled as amendments to the current FY2017-2020 TIP, and the FY2020-2023 TIP projects will 

be submitted MDOT and FHWA review, and then present the Final TIP document for approval at 

the June 3rd Policy Board meeting.   It was also recommended that the City of Zeeland’s East Main 

Avenue project be placed first on the Illustrative List, followed by the remaining projects that were 

submitted for consideration, but not selected for the 2020-2023 TIP cycle.  This list will be utilized 

for project selection, should additional funding become available.  Mr. Dennis Kent also presented 

MDOT’s proposed project list for the MACC region, which consisted of 20 projects with a total 

investment of $69.8M. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported by Ms. DeBoer to approve the FY2019 project 

amendments and FY2020-2023 TIP project list as presented. Motioned carried.  

 

 

B.  FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments – Ms. Ulstad 

presented the requested TIP amendment as provided in the agenda packet. Four of the nine 

amendments were for jobs to be abandoned within JobNet due to the project no longer 

happening or because it was a duplicate in the online platform. The Technical Committee 

considered these amendments at their meeting on November 13th and made a favorable 

recommendation to the Policy Board. A full summary of each amendment can be found in the 

January policy board packet.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Terry Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Joe Baumann to amend the MACC 

FY2017-2020 TIP to modify the projects as presented. Motion carried. 

 

 

C.  Review of FY2018 Federally Obligated Projects – Ms. Ulstad explained that the 

MACC is required to send a list of federally obligated projects to FHWA at the end of each 

year. A table of projects from fiscal year 2018 was included in the policy packet. The list 

showed $11,966,660 in federal funds that were obligated in the MACC area with total project 

costs adding up to $16,199,276. Area-wide projects and their associated costs were also shown 

on the table. 

 

D.  MDOT / FHWA Comments – Mr. Meyers discussed his concerns regarding the difference 

in gasoline and diesel tax between Michigan and Indiana. Eric Mullen emphasized the complications 

of tax differences between states.  

 

V. WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Watershed Annual Meeting Summary– The Macatawa Watershed Annual meeting 

was held on December 6 at Holland City Hall. The meeting featured presentations from four 

groups of Hope College students. All presentations looked at some aspect of heavy metals, 

whether in fish, drinking water or the soil. Copies of the presentations are available on the 

MACC’s website. The 2018 Watershed Stakeholder of the Year award was presented to Rick 

Bosch. Rick has volunteered with the MACC for several years. He also volunteers with Project 

Clarity and Ottawa County Parks. He was please to accept the award knowing that his service 

to the watershed continues. Annual Project Clarity and monitoring reports were also shared 

at the meeting. These presentations are also available on the MACC’s website. 
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B. Phosphorous TMDL Annual Report – The MACC and its members signed a voluntary 

agreement with the State of Michigan in 2000 to implement a plan to reduce phosphorus levels in 

Lake Macatawa. This agreement was re-signed by the MACC in 2010. One requirement of the 

agreement is to provide an annual report to the State about the progress that has been made toward 

reaching the phosphorus goals outlined in the 1999 Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). The goal 

of 55,000 lb/yr phosphorus input to Lake Macatawa is split between point and non-point sources of 

phosphorus. The point sources of phosphorus in the watershed continue to operate well below their 

allocation in the TMDL. The MACC and partners were able to document a reduction of non-point 

sources of phosphorus of about 5,300 pounds in 2018. Over a six-year period (2012-2018), we 

documented about 24,700 lb/yr of phosphorus reduction. In the preceding 11 years, about 23,000 

lb/yr was documented. Assuming all of these reductions continue on an annual basis, then we have 

reduced inputs by about 50% of reduction necessary to meet the TMDL goal. Monitoring data 

continues to show variability in phosphorus concentrations, likely due to variable rainfall and other 

environmental factors. 

 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 
A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Burkman reviewed the financial report.  Revenues are at 

34.0% and expenses at 13.8%.  

   

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS  

 

A. Host Member: Terry Hofmeyer, Laketown Township– Mr. Hofmeyer welcomed the 

Policy Board to the township hall and announced that Michelle Saul has been hired to fill the 

township’s clerk position. The township issued just over $20 million worth of construction permits 

in 2018 and is currently negotiating to acquire property at Laketown Beach.  

 

B. Other Members – No other comments were made.  

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, February 25, 2019 

12:00 noon at 

Holland Charter Township Fire Department Station 1 

131 Riley St, Holland, MI 49424 

 


