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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

January 25, 2016 

Outdoor Discovery Center – Fillmore Township 

4214 56th Street 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt, Blaine Koops, Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken 

DeWeerdt, Skip Keeter (for Jerry Hunsburger), John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Al Myaard, 

Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, Doug Vredeveld, Chris Brown, Jerome Bush, Glenn 

Nykamp 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Keeter to approve 

the December 21, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. PRESENTATION: FY15 Audit Report – Doug Vredeveld, of the auditing firm 

Vredeveld Haefner LLC, presented the FY15 audit report.  He noted that the report states this was 

a “clean” audit with no findings.  Doug reviewed some slides showing program revenues and 

expenses, governmental activities and net position.  He reviewed the management letter which 

suggested that the Executive Director review journal entries on a routine basis.   
 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A. FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment*** – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed an amendment to the FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program 

submitted by the Macatawa Area Express.  Upon further review it was moved by Mr. 

TeSlaa and supported by Mr. Koops to amend the FY2016 program of the FY2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program as presented in the staff memo dated January 

18, 2016.  Motion carried.   
 

B. Proposed FY2017-2020 Local Road and Nonmotorized Projects*** – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed the local and trunkline road and bridge projects being proposed to receive 

federal funding.  Specifically on the local side, $4.4 million in FY2018, FY2019 and FY2020 

Surface Transportation Program (STP) and FY2020 Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality 

(CMAQ) funding.  He also noted those local projects that had been submitted but not 

recommended for funding.  The unfunded projects will be added to the illustrative list of the 

new TIP should additional funding become available. Upon further discussion it was 

moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Baumann to authorize staff to release the 

recommended projects for public review and comment.  Motion carried.   
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C. Road Safety Expo – Members of the MACC Policy Committee were invited to 

attend a community forum focused on road safety in West Michigan. Copies of the flyer and 

brochure were shared and MACC members were asked to assist with the promotion of the 

event.  The purpose of the Road Safety Expo is to inform bicyclists, pedestrians, and 

motorists about actions to improve safety.  Sheriff Blaine Koops helped to plan the event and 

added that law enforcement is actively working to raise awareness about the rules of the road 

as well as efforts to reach the “invisible” cyclist or pedestrian.  The desired outcome of the 

event is to see a decrease in vehicle collisions and reduce conflicts through increased 

awareness. The MACC worked with the following partners to plan this event:  the Allegan & 

Ottawa County Sheriff Departments, West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development 

Commission, Zeeland Charter Township, Ottawa County Department of Planning and 

Performance Improvement, Pedal Holland, and Lakeshore Cycling Coalition.  

 

D. US 31 Reconstruction Project Communication Strategy – Ms. Hoekwater 

informed the MACC Policy Committee of a variety of tools that are now available to help to 

communicate details of the US-31 reconstruction and widening project. The homepage of the 

MACC website now includes a US 31 PROJECT tab to access a project page:  

http://www.the-macc.org/us-31-project/ , providing an overview of the project and an 

announcement of a public open house (Feb. 24).  The project page also includes links to sign 

up to receive email notifications from the Michigan Department of Transportation, view a 

map of the project, and access additional project details. MACC staff coordinated this effort 

with the Michigan Department of Transportation in an effort to keep the community informed 

and to minimize disruption to residents, businesses, and employers.  

 

 The MACC Policy Committee discussed three stages of the project: (1) Beginning in March, traffic 

 signals will be upgraded; (2) Following the Tulip Time Festival, southbound lanes of traffic will be 

 crossed over to northbound US-31; (3) and in mid-August northbound traffic will be crossed over 

 to southbound US-31. Ms. Hoekwater noted that Lakewood Boulevard and Chicago Drive ramps 

 to/from US-31 will be closed for up to 3 months. Median crossovers provide left turns north of 

 Ransom Street, and north of 16th Street.  All other left turns will be prohibited along the US-31 

 corridor. Steve Redmond spoke on behalf of MDOT and expressed the value of partnering together 

 on this communication strategy.  MACC staff is contributing local knowledge which is helpful to 

 the Department. Mr. Bulthuis added that this project is the largest transportation investment in the 

 MACC Area since I-196 (Ford Freeway) was constructed.   

 

V. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES  
  

A. SAW Grant Update – Ms. Goward reported that the SAW grant is scheduled to end 

on March 31, 2016. Much progress has been made on preparing the various documents that 

are required for the Phase II storm water permits. An additional task required by the grant is 

the assembly of a SAW Storm Water Management Plan. This includes all the elements of the 

storm water permits plus some additional watershed and best management practice 

information. More detail will be provided about individual documents, including the storm 

water management plan, at future meetings. 
 

B. Other Watershed Project Updates – Ms. Goward provided an update about the 

Regional Prosperity Initiative Watershed Sustainable Funding study. A request for proposals 

was released on December 15 and proposals are due January 29. The study steering 

committee will review the proposals and prepare a recommendation to hire a consultant that 

will be presented for Policy Committee approval at the February meeting. The study will 

http://www.the-macc.org/us-31-project/


MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
January 18, 2016 
Page 3 

 

begin on March 1 and end by August 31, 2016. 

 

Ms. Goward stated that MACC staff submitted a grant proposal to the MiCorps Volunteer 

Stream, River and Creek Cleanup Program Grant on January 22. The MACC was successful 

in receiving this grant in 2013. The 2016 grant, if funded, would support the 2016 fall river 

cleanup. Funding would support the purchase of supplies and volunteer appreciation gifts. 

2016 is the 10th annual year of Macatawa River Cleanups. 

 

Ms. Goward noted that the MACC was recently notified that their proposal to the Great 

Lakes Restoration Initiative Agricultural Watershed Management Program was selected as a 

finalist. It will be another 30-60 days before final decisions are made. The City of Holland 

was recently awarded a grant from the US Forest Service to support tree planting to mitigate 

for losses due to emerald ash borer. The MACC provided assistance in writing and submitting 

this grant and will assist the City with the public outreach component. The Watershed Winter 

newsletter was published in early January. Copies were available at the meeting. Several 

upcoming meeting dates were shared including the next Watershed Advisory Committee 

meeting on February 11 and dates for the spring river cleanup (April 3) and the 2016 

Macatawa Water Festival (July 9). 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

representing the first quarter of the fiscal year. Revenues are at 52.1% and expenses at 20.2%. 

He asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none. 

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

C. By-Laws/ Agreement Revisions – Mr. Bulthuis noted that he had taken the last 

month to explore some other issues that could potentially impact revisions to the Bylaws.  

Specifically, he had looked at the Metropolitan Councils Act to see if that would be a better 

state statute to organize under.  He concluded it would not be.   

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Ken DeWeerdt welcomed the committee to Fillmore Township and 

the Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway. Mr. DeWeerdt informed the group that 

the Township is in the process of creating a budget for the new fiscal year. Annually, the 

township spends around 1/3rd of their budget on repairing local roads. 20% of their budget is 

spent on fire and first response, 15% on utilities, 5% on police, 8% on administration. Mr. 

DeWeerdt closed his remarks by encouraging the committee to take some time after the 

meeting to explore the new visitor’s center.     

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments. 

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

A. Mr. Vanderbilt noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

February 22, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. at Holland City Hall. There being no further business, it 

was moved by Mr. Storey and supported by Mr. Wolters to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion carried.   
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The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, February 22, 2016 

12:00 noon at 

Holland City Hall 

270 South River Avenue, Holland, MI 49423 


