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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

July 25, 2016 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Rd 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Blaine Koops, David Van Ginhoven, Howard Baumann, Tom 

Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Skip Keeter (for Jerry Hunsburger), John 

Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, David Fairchild  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. Van Ginhoven, supported by Mr. Howard Baumann to 

approve the June 6, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. MACC AGREEMENT REVIEW – Utilizing a Powerpoint presentation, Mr. Bulthuis 

reviewed the agreement that each member of the MACC (except MDOT) has signed and is one of 

the two foundational documents of the organization.  He noted that the agreement was written 

when the MACC’s MPO status was the driving issue but that the drafters also envisioned a broader 

mission for the organization.  At the end of the review there was discussion about conducting a few 

study sessions to more closely review the bylaws and agreement to see if they need to be revised to 

reflect the evolution of the organization.  It was agreed to hold such sessions immediately prior to 

the regular meeting beginning in September. 

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A. Memorandum of Understanding with Macatawa Area Express Transportation – 

Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a new draft of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) that has been 

in place with MAX since they joined the MACC in 2007.  The new draft included language 

requested by the Federal Transit Administration to reflect current legislation and specifically 

notes activities that MACC/MAX are already doing.  It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported 

by Mr. Nienhuis to approve the revised MOU with MAX as presented. Motion carried.  

 

B. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking – System Performance – Transportation 

Performance Management is a federal process to achieve national performance goals 

(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/). Ms. Hoekwater summarized how the U.S. Department of 

Transportation has established a rulemaking schedule and developed a set of 3 performance 

measure-based rules that are intended to guide the transportation planning process (Safety; 

Pavement and Bridge; and System Performance of the NHS, Freight, and CMAQ).  Ms. 

Hoekwater explained the MACC’s proposed responses to the latest system performance 

measures and addressed concerns with available data. MACC staff comments request 

Policy Board 

 

 Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Chair 

 Blaine Koops 

 Hannes Meyers, Jr. 

 David Van Ginhoven 

 

Howard Baumann, Jr. 

Joseph Baumann 

Thomas Bird 

Nancy DeBoer 

Ken DeWeerdt 

Terry Hofmeyer 

Gerald Hunsburger 

John Kleinheksel 

Kevin Klynstra 

John Lanum 

Al Myaard 

Terry Nienhuis 

Jim Storey 

Russ Te Slaa 

Todd Wolters 

 

 Executive Committee 

 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/


MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
July 25, 2016 
Page 2 

 

flexibility for State Departments of Transportation and MPOs to determine approaches for 

data collection/analysis that are most appropriate for each State.  Ms. Hoekwater reviewed 

gaps in the data required for these measures and noted concerns that efforts to improve safety 

for bicyclists and pedestrians may be in direct conflict with several of the measures. A 

memorandum was prepared by MACC staff and offered to the MACC Policy Committee for 

consideration. It was moved by Ms. DeBoer and supported by Mr. Keeter to approve the 

staff memorandum and authorize staff to submit comments to the federal docket before 

August 20, 2016. Motion carried.   

 

C. Transit Study Grant Award – Ms. Hoekwater informed the MACC Policy 

Committee that the MACC was awarded the Regional Transit Access and Connectivity Study 

grant.  The grant will provide $47,250 for the study of improved transit connections between 

homes and employment, and to other modes of transportation.  The second phase of this study 

will be looking at expanding transit service within the MACC area.  The grant is timely as 

Park Township has requested that MACC staff begin to examine transit options within the 

Township. A detailed scope of work has been prepared, which begins with the Park 

Township portion of the study early in 2017 and concludes with the regional analysis in the 

summer of 2017. 

 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum noted that MDOT received the MACC’s 

FY2017-2020 TIP and the FY2017 UWP and that both documents have been reviewed and 

were sent over to FHWA.  Final approval is expected in a timely manner. Mr. Redmond 

noted that he attended a celebration recognizing that sections of US-31 have been designated 

a Michigan Scenic Byway, a designation that should help further tourism in West Michigan. 

 

V. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Agricultural Program Update – Agricultural Technician Mr. Spicer presented the 

end of quarter results of the MACC’s Great Lakes Commission-Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative grant.  With only one quarter left of a three-year grant, thirteen area farmers that 

committed to the grant with implementations of cover crops, gypsum applications, and 

residue management have seen the reduction in sediment and phosphorus loading in the 

watershed in the amounts of 2,489.8 tons and 2,714.6 lbs. respectively.  

 

Mr. Spicer also noted that the MACCs new Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant, started 

this spring is underway with area farmers being heavily involved and a quarterly report on the 

progress of this grant and the completion of the GLC-GLRI grant will be made after the end 

of the next quarter. 

 

B. Road/Stream Crossing Inventory – Ms. Ulstad provided the committee with the 

upcoming scheduled dates for the Road/Stream Crossing Inventories and noted which areas 

of the MACC region would be inventoried on those dates.  

 

C. Public Education Activities – Ms. Ulstad updated the committee on past and future 

public education events. Some past events included, the Holland Farmers Market Kid’s Day 

on June 22nd, Macroinvertebrate sampling with New Life Fellowship on June 22nd, Herrick 

Fest at Kollen Park on June 25th, Water Festival on July 9th, and the Zeeland Pig-Out on July 

21st. Some of the upcoming events mentioned were National Night Out, the Growing 

Together Farm Tour and the Macatawa River Cleanup.  
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D. Watershed Funding Strategy Phase II Grant Application – A memo was provided 

in the agenda packet summarizing this grant application. The MACC submitted a proposal on 

July 14, 2015 in partnership with the Grand Valley Metro Council and the West Michigan 

Shoreline Regional Development Commission to fund a second phase of the existing 

Regional Prosperity Initiative project. Phase two is titled “Sustainable Funding Strategy for 

West Michigan Watersheds”. The grant request was $59,000 and the project is proposed to be 

completed from October 2016 through August 2017. Phase two will include working with a 

facilitator with sub-regional work groups to review and analyze the results of the funding 

study in order to determine which options are of interest to pursue. The project team of the 

MACC, GVMC and WMSRDC will also work with the facilitator to compile the results from 

the work groups into an implementation strategy. The ultimate goal is to be ready to 

implement feasible funding strategies upon completion of phase two. This idea was proposed 

to watershed partners at a meeting on June 30 and they felt that this was an important step to 

take prior to implementation. 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Budget Amendment #1– Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the first budget amendment of the 

fiscal year.  The amendment adds $142,764 in revenues due to the award of several grants 

and $122,741 in new expenses related to those grants. It was moved by Mr. Van Ginhoven, 

supported by Mr. Bird to approve Budget Amendment #1 as presented. Motion 

Carried.  

 

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 73.9% and expenses at 59.7%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none.  

 

C. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

D. MACC Holding Inc. Board of Directors Meeting – As required by the Bylaws, Mr. 

Bulthuis announced that the MACC Holding Inc. Board of Directors would be conducting its 

annual meeting immediately following the August Board meeting.  He did not anticipate the 

meeting to last more than 30 minutes.    

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Hofmeyer welcomed the Policy Committee to Laketown 

Township. He updated the group, letting them know that Laketown has completed all of their 

road projects for the summer season and have also wrapped up their free summer concert 

series at the Felt Mansion. He also announced to the committee that the township has now 

secured a 99-year lease on a remaining piece of the Felt Mansion property that holds the 

Carriage House. The township has contracted with a private non-profit called Michigan Cares 

for Tourism (MC4T) to help update the Carriage House so that the venue can be used for 

various events. 

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments made. 
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VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhysaksha noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

August 22, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Zeeland Township Hall. There 

being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Howard Baumann, supported by Mr. 

Nienhuis to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, August 22, 2016 

Zeeland Township Hall  

12:00 noon  

 


