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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 
Members Present: Linda LeFebre (Chair), Scott Nienhuis (Vice Chair), Howard Baumann, 
Larry Brown, Ken DeWeerdt, Marc Fredrickson (MDOT, Muskegon TSC), Don Komejan, Al 
Meshkin, Glenn Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Danielle Stack (filling in for Paul Sachs, Ottawa 
County Planning & Performance Improvement) 

 
Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Dennis Grylicki 
 
***  It was moved by Mr. Brown and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to approve the minutes 
of June 13, 2016. The motion carried. 
 
II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Technical Committee greeted Park Township resident, Mr. Dennis Grylicki. 
 
III. REPORT ON CLEAN AIR ACTION! PROGRAM AND SCHEDULE 
Ms. Ulstad gave an update on the Clean Air Action! Program and reported on staff activities. 
The Clean Air Action! display was set up during the annual pancake breakfast held by the 
Graschaap Fire Department on July 2. Ms. Ulstad provided a future display schedule which 
includes a jazz concert at the Felt Mansion (July 15), the Zeeland Pigout (July 21), National 
Night Out (August 2), and the Drenthe Chicken BBQ (August 20). The display will also rotate 
through a number of business locations including the Ottawa County Fillmore Complex (July 
25-28), and Green Commute Week winners of the Commute Challenge. 

IV. FY 2016 PROGRAM UPDATE –  Mr. Bulthuis reported on bid savings from the Port 
Sheldon resurfacing project which resulted in $110,000 of federal aid available for 
reallocation. Mr. Bulthuis explained how these funds, based on the directives from the 
committee, were allocated in the MACC Area: $45,000 was applied to the Fairview Road non-
motorized pathway in the City of Zeeland and $65,000 was applied to complete a Downtown 
Holland Traffic Circulation study. A project authorization has been executed by the Michigan 
Department of Transportation for the Fairview Road project and a response is expected soon 
on the traffic circulation study. Mr. Bulthuis noted that the master agreement with the 
Michigan Department of Transportation has been extended through December 2017. This is 
encouraging news as it corresponds with the proposed project schedule. Though Mr. Lanum 
and Mr. Fairchild, from MDOT Bureau of Planning, were not in attendance, they sent along a 
report that final approval from MDOT Contract Services was expected by early next week. 
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Mr. Bulthuis also reported that the FY 2016 program will include an addition of $780,000 in 5310 funds 
to the Macatawa Area Transportation Authority (MAX). Ms. LeFebre elaborated and explained that 
MAX will be receiving 5310 funds for replacement buses. Fortunately, this announcement was made 
prior to the the June 6 meeting of the MACC Policy Committee and was included in the June TIP 
amendment. Mr. Bulthuis noted that the TIP amendment was reviewed by MDOT and is now under 
review by the FHWA.  

Mr. Bulthuis next reported on several adjustments that were required to the General Program Account 
(GPA). Three MDOT projects required revisions, including US-31 over BL-196; US-31 at CSX railroad 
crossing; and US-31 signal pre-emption at Lakewood Boulevard. Modifications to the FY 2016 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) will be required as a result of these changes. Members of 
the Technical Committee requested a future update on the scope of work and timing of the Lakewood 
rail crossing project. 
 
***  It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Baumann to approve this amendment to 
the FY 2016 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The motion carried. 
 
V. PROJECT UPDATE – Mr. Redmond reported on plans to develop a Non-Motorized Plan for 
the MDOT Grand Region, which will both include a policy document and an 
updated route map. Public stakeholder meetings will be held to identify regional 
routes to strengthen connections.  The final plan will include “big picture” policies.  
Technical Committee members recommended that a policy statement be included 
to clarify how to address future non-motorized access when bridge replacements 
are planned.  The Adams Street non-motorized bridge and Poppins Woods trail 
were both offered as examples. It was also suggested that the document include 
photographs representing multimodal connections, such as a MAX bus with a bike 
rack. 
 
VI. DISCUSSION OF FINAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING RULE: STATEWIDE 
AND NONMETROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING; METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING – Ms. Hoekwater informed the Transportation Technical 
Committee of a newly released Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, MPO Coordination and Planning Area 
Reform, published in the Federal Register on June 27, 2016, which proposes revisions to the 
transportation planning regulations. Though this latest NPRM was not included on the original meeting 
agenda, the proposed changes are significant and may directly impact the transportation planning 
process at the MACC. MACC Staff intends to provide comments as the proposed rules would impact the 
definition of a Metroplitan Planning Area and would require that multiple metropolitan planning 
organizations (MPOs), jointly prepare a single metropolitan transportation plan, TIP, and performance 
targets. Technical Committee members suggested that MACC staff respond with comments noting that 
we wish to remain autonomous. The Committee also noted that though the purpose of the proposed rules 
is to improve coordination among MPOs, Michigan MPOs are already working to collect data with 
partners. These new requirements will require additional money be spent on data collection and 
reporting. Concerns were also expressed that MPOs should be focused on requirements of the 
transportation program and it appears that the new rules include extra steps that may make it difficult to 
get the program out. 
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In August of 2014, the MACC offered comments on the proposed rule focused on Statewide, 
Nonmetropolitan, and Metropolitan Planning. Ms. Hoekwater then summarized final planning rule 
published May 27, 2016.  
 
VII. NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING: SYSTEM PERFORMANCE 
Ms. Hoekwater and Ms. Dewey discussed the schedule of proposed rules and noted that the 
transportation system performance measures are the third in a series. Safety Performance measures were 
published in March 2016.  Final pavement and bridge performance measures are anticipated in 
November of 2016. Ms. Hoekwater summarized each of the measures proposed in four areas:  National 
Highway Performance Program; Freight Movement on the Interstate System; Traffic Congestion; and 
On-Road Mobile Source Emissions.  Members of the Transportation Technical Committee discussed the 
proposed measures and again expressed concern that MPOs should be focused on requirements of the 
transportation program. Extra steps required by the proposed rules are not funded, yet new data 
collection and reporting requirements will require additional staff time.  
 
VIII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  
The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the 
Technical Committee: 

 
Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Brown reported on a safety project on 142nd Ave (Between 
39th and 38th). Repaving begins the week of July 18 and the project is to be completed the first week of 
August. Mr. Brown also reported that CMAQ funds have been approved for a segment of the Blue Star 
trail (between Saugatuck/Douglas and North Street).  Match has been provided by Friends of the Blue 
Star Trail.  The Letting date will be scheduled in the fall and construction will begin in the winter. 
Though initial plans were to connect to the North-South Connector in Laketown Township, the south leg 
has not yet been determined.  Mr. Brown discussed options to cross North Street or to locate the route 
along a pathway rather than on the paved shoulder. 
 
Laketown Township – Mr. Meshkin reported on the resurfacing of 61st Street (147th South to I-196). 
 
Macatawa Area Coordinating Council  – Ms. Ulstad distributed postcards with volunteer 
opportunities on the Road Stream Crossings project.  
 
Michigan Department of Transportation - Grand Region – Mr. Redmond noted the Grand Region 
Non-Motorized Plan and reported that more information will be provided at upcoming meetings.  
 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC –Mr. Fredrickson reported on design 
work to realign Cabill Drive with 64th.  Two indirect lefts are planned for US-31 and Bingham and US-
31 and Barry.  A winter letting date is planned for the Bingham project, with construction next year. The 
Barry project will be constructed in 2018. 
 
City of Holland - Mr. White was not in attendance at the meeting, but he did follow up to provide 
additional information about 9th Street and track work at several CSX rail crossings: “9th Street - 
transitioned into Phase B (9th between Pine & River and College between 8th & 10th). One lane of traffic 
on 9th has been reopened East of River and both northbound lanes of River Avenue were reopened 
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Monday evening around 5:15 p.m.  So things are going to stay this way for the month of July.  Plan to 
transition into Phase C in early August”. 
 
“CSX has some track crossing work on the Hamilton spur that will create additional impacts to 
traffic.  They intend to work on the 8th, 16th, 24th and Waverly Road (all Hamilton Spur crossings – no 
mainline track work).  So we are working with them and other road agencies on details and 
timing.  OCRC and MDOT will be involved.  Will share more details when they firm up so we can 
collectively get the word out”. 
 
City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis expressed gratitude for the funds that were applied from the Port 
Sheldon Street bid savings to the Fairview Road non-motorized pathway project. Construction is to 
begin in August.  Mr. Nienhuis reported on the Park Street reconstruction in the City of Zeeland (E. 
Main to Rich).  Jefferson Street resurfacing (Washington to Central) will be completed in September. 
 
Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Stack reported on the first phase of 
the Spoonville Trail, which is 1.8 miles. Construction of the trail has begun and will continue through 
September.  Funds are still being raised for the second phase of the project.  Ms. Stack also reported on 
the 28-mile Greenway Trail and the Northbank Trail. 
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IX. OTHER BUSINESS 
   

A. Freight Planning- In lieu of a July meeting of the MACC Freight Planning Task Force, a meeting 
will be held in late fall. Postponing the MACC Freight Planning Task Force meeting will provide the 
opportunity for MACC staff to schedule individual meetings with freight stakeholders over the next 
several months. Dialog with freight stakeholders is extremely valuable and we intend to strengthen 
relationships with stakeholders, while continuing to ask for input on regional and national freight 
priorities. 
 
B. Statewide National Functional Classification – The Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have both approved the national Functional 
Classification (NFC) proposal and the National Highway System (NHS) proposal that were submitted 
by the MACC last year. The approved revisions can be viewed on MDOT’s web mapping application: 
http://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/NFC/ 
 
C. Downtown Holland Traffic Circulation Study – A steering committee is being created and will 
begin to meet in August. Representatives from Holland Charter Township and the Macatawa Area 
Express Transportation Authority (MAX) are both interested in participating on the steering committee. 
 
D. US-31 Reconstruction Update – Mr. Fredrickson reported on intersection closures planned on US-
31. The Holland Sentinel has been very responsive and published a weekend article with details 
provided through the Michigan Department of Transportation’s LISTSERV and email distribution. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
*** The Committee agreed to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Next Meeting:   August 8, 2016 MACC Office 
10:00 a.m. 

http://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/NFC/

