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MACC POLICY BOARD 
June 8, 2020 

12:00 pm 
Join Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86139895138 

Join by phone: +1 312 626 6799  Meeting ID: 861 3989 5138 
 

MINUTES 
 

BOARD PRESENT: Tom Bird, Nathan Bocks, Ken DeWeerdt, Linda Howell, Jerry 
Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, Hannes Meyer, Jr., Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Jim Storey, 
Russ TeSlaa 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Jim Camenga (Videographer), Mara Gericke (MACC), Kelly 
Goward (MACC), Tyler Kent (MACC), Carolyn Ulstad (MACC), Rob Vink (MACC), 
Judy Visscher (MACC),  

 
                         I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES  - Self introductions were not 

            made. Verbal roll call was recorded by Ms.Visscher.  
 

***It was moved by Mr. Rajadhyaksha, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve 
the April 27, 2020 meeting minutes. Motion carried.  

                      
I. PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 

 
II. ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM 

 
A. Grant Application – Ms. Goward shared that an application was submitted to 

the Great Lakes Commission on May 18 seeking funds to design and 
implement up to five streambank restoration projects. They include one site 
on Noordeloos Creek that is currently partially funded under another grant, a 
second site on Noodeloos Creek just upstream of the first, two sites on Peters 
Creek, one of which is owned by ODC Network, and one site on the 
Macatawa River. The Macatawa River site is at Paw Paw Park and owned by 
Ottawa County Parks and Recreation. In total, these projects will restore 500 
feet of streambank and prevent 40 lb of phosphorus pollution each year. The 
total grant request was $200,000 plus $59,264 in matching funds. $50,000 of 
the match is being provided by Ottawa County and the rest will be provided in 
kind by the MACC. If successful, the grant will start August 1 and last for three 
years. 

 
***It was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr. Storey to approve 
the designation of Mr. Tyler Kent of the MACC as the authorized representative  
for this grant agreement. Motion carried.  

 
B. Contract with Drummond Carpenter, PLLC – Ms. Goward shared that we 

published a request for proposals on April 10 seeking engineering and 
landscape architect services to prepare green stormwater infrastructure 
designs. This is being funded by the MACC’s Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative grant. We received 5 proposals by the May 22 due date that our 
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project team reviewed and scored. The team met on May 28 to discuss their 
rankings and select a team to hire. The team of Drummond Carpenter and 
Fishbeck ranked the highest among all team members. Their proposal 
followed all guidelines in the RFP and their team has previous experience 
designing systems for shoreline resiliency. We have received a contract from 
Drummond Carpenter and are working through some minor modifications. 
Staff recommends hiring this team and is seeking approval to enter into a 
contract with them to provide green stormwater infrastructure design services. 
 

***It was moved by Mr. Meyers, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve 
entering into the described contract. Motion carried.  

 
III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 
A. FY2021 Unified Work Program - Ms. Ulstad shared that the purpose of the 
UWP is to identify transportation issues facing the urbanized area and indicates 
work items to be undertaken to address those issues. Essentially the UWP is the 
document that lays out everything the MPO will work on throughout the year. The 
UWP is organized by four activity areas which include administration, short range 
planning, special projects, and long range planning. Due to reduced attendance, a 
quorum was not reached and therefore a vote could not take place. A special policy 
board meeting has been scheduled for June 18th to take action on this item.  
 

 
***We did not have quorum present to vote on this item  

 
B. MDOT/FHWA Comments – MDOT staff was unable to be in attendance but 
sent over a few notes for Ms. Ulstad to share with the group. First, it was noted that 
construction on I-196 from M-6 to 44th Street will close east bound traffic through 
the month of August. Next, it was mentioned that around 4.1 million dollars of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act money will be 
available to the Holland/Zeeland region through MAX Transit. MAX plans to submit 
applications for various projects and organization needs in the near future to obtain 
the funds. Finally, Ms. Ulstad reviewed that the FY20 Highway Infrastructure Local 
Program (HIP) funding ($116,206) was voted on and allocated to OCRC’s FY22 
Lakewood road resurfacing project during the last Technical Advisory Committee 
meeting. The funding adjustment did not require a Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) amendment.  

 
IV. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 
A. Financial Report (report enclosed) – Mr. Kent shared that like  other 

organizations, some expenses have decreased due to COVID 
considerations. This will have to be watched as we move into the 2021 
budget. There were no questions.  
 

B. Proposed FY2021 Draft Budget - Mr. Kent reviewed the proposed budget as 
was done initially at the April meeting. He also shared that a Strategic 
Planning session, to hopefully be facilitated by Al Vandenberg of Ottawa 
County, will help inform future costs. A time frame of 30-45 days is anticipated 
for this planning session. 
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***It was moved by Mr. Meyers, supported by Mr. Klynstra to approve 
the proposed budget for FY2021. Motion carried.  

 
C. COVID – 19 Preparedness and Response Plan – Mr. Kent shared the 

MACC’s response plan for re-opening the offices, for staff and visitors. He will 
work with staff to make this a smooth, comfortable transition. 
 

***It was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr. Storey to approve 
the plan as submitted. Motion carried.  

 
D. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Kent shared that the need for 

Strategic Planning to inform the future direction of the MACC was discussed, 
along with the proposed budget and the Community Fireworks (cancelled or 
postponed).  
 

V. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
A. Member questions or comments – Ms. Visscher noted that a quorum was 

now present to vote on the actions not related to transportation.  The votes 
taken are reflected in the minutes above. 
 
Mr. Hunsburger shared information about Park Township’s pilot project 
undertaken with the MAX bus system, which is nearing completion. He noted 
that the township does not have enough ridership to join the MAX when the 
next millage vote occurs. The future of MAX service to Park Township is very 
uncertain at this time. Any decision made could affect the other townships. 
Discussion followed. 
 
Mr. Meyer inquired about the sale of state transportation bonds. Ms. Ulstad 
shared that she had spoken to MDOT staff from the Grand Region, and she 
believes that the bonds Mr. Meyer was interested in have been paid off. She 
will confirm and bring information back to the next Policy Meeting. Mr. Meyers 
would also like to revisit the subject of a gasoline tax increase at a future 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Kent shared information about Future Search 2020. The community 
meeting has been postponed. He will keep the board updated how this 
activity progresses. 
 
Mr. Kent also shared that the next Policy Meeting may be virtual, or at Olive 
Township Hall. Staff will check out the site for social distancing allowances. 
Stay tuned. 

 
VI. OTHER ISSUES AND ADJOURNMENT 

 
***It was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr. Meyers to adjourn the 
 meeting. Motion carried.  
 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, July 27, 2020 

12:00 noon 
Olive Township Town Hall 


