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 MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair),  Howard Baumann, Pamela Boyd, Aaron 

Bodbyl-Mast, Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry Felix, Brett Laughlin, Al Meshkin, Scott 

Nienhuis, Glenn Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Rachael Tupica (conference call), Brian 

White, Todd Wolters 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Dennis Grylicki 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to approve the 

minutes of the May 13, 2013 meeting. The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Committee members were deeply saddened to learn that fellow committee member 

and friend, Ray Lenze, lost his battle with cancer and has died. Mr. Grylicki, a current 

resident of Park Township, informed the Transportation Technical Committee of his 

previous work with Ray Lenze, while in Genesee County.   

 

III. FY 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM *** - 

Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a staff memorandum with details regarding the FY  

2011 – 2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  A series of handouts were 

also discussed, illustrating the distribution of federal funding among project types and 

comparing federal funds with previous years.  Mr. Bulthuis noted that the last two 

programs have received between $37 – 39 million in federal aid.  The FY 2014-2017 

TIP lists over $73 million in federal funds, which is approximately 70% of the total 

funds.  This is due, in large part, to the significant investments along the US-31 

corridor (Lakewood Boulevard – Quincy Street) and I-196.  Mr. Bulthuis referenced 

the resolution supporting increased State transportation revenues, passed by the 

MACC Policy Committee in May.  The resolution calls for new transportation 

revenues to be distributed to both state and local road agencies, which will be 

important to ensure that funds are available to implement projects identified in the FY 

2014-2017 TIP. 

 

Mr. Bulthuis then reviewed a memorandum which summarized public comments 

received on the draft copy of the FY 2014-2017 TIP document.  Comments were 

received by the Allegan County Drain Commission Office, West Michigan Airport  
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Authority; Holland Historic Trust; Mr. Paul Dalman; Michigan West Coast Chamber 

of Commerce; Department of the Army – Corps of Engineers; and the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources.  Additional comments were provided by Mr. Tom VanderKuy after the 

memorandum was sent to the Committee.  Mr. VanderKuy’s comments, which favored 

constructing grade separations at intersections, were distributed and discussed during the meeting. 

The Committee noted that the option to elevate the US-31 expressway was originally considered 

by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) as Alternative A.  Not all communities 

along the corridor were in favor of Alternative A and space limitations increased the design 

requirements and cost.  MDOT did a comprehensive analysis of all of the options prior to the 

record of decision, of which the MACC was in agreement. 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Laughlin and supported by Mr. Nykamp to recommend approval of a 

resolution to approve the FY 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program.  The motion 

carried. 

 

IV.  REVIEW OF FY 2014 UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM (UWP)*** 

Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a memorandum listing tasks proposed for the upcoming fiscal year and 

answered questions regarding individual tasks.  Task 2.1, Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP), will include text suggested by Ms. Tupica, referencing the TIP streamlining process. Ms. 

Hoekwater noted that Task 4.2, Non-Motorized Planning/Promotion, now includes an additional 

education component and was revised to include a safety forum for bicyclists and motorists, as 

requested during the May meeting. Special projects and studies, as well as long range planning 

will require 60% of staff effort during the next fiscal year.  This is due to an increased emphasis 

on tasks such as freight planning, performance measure development, safety and security, which 

are required for the upcoming Long Range Transportation Plan.  Ms. Hoekwater explained that 

cost estimates are being finalized this week.  A final draft of the FY 2014 UWP document will 

then be emailed. 

 

*** It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to recommend approval of 

the FY 2014 Unified Work Program (UWP).  The motion carried. 

 

V. GREEN COMMUTE WEEK RESULTS  

Ms. Hoekwater distributed a newsletter summarizing major events during Green Commute Week.  

The route of the annual Leadership Ride was significant, as there are 500 places of employment, 

employing more than 10,000 people within ½ mile of the route. The Leadership Ride was a great 

opportunity to recognize investments in non-motorized transportation in the community.   

 

Employers competed in a Commute Challenge, with awards given to three employers with the 

highest participation:  KLW Recycling, Herrick District Library Staff, and the Holland Board of 

Public Works.  The Thermotron team, which was a previous winner of the Commute Challenge, 

was recognized for accruing 2327 miles.  Two schools also participated during Green Commute 

Week – with the winning school recording 954.6 miles.   

 

Members of the Green Commute Planning Committee were recognized and appreciated for their 

many hours to help to coordinate this event:  Cross Country Cycle (Laura and Brian Harris), 
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Gazelle Sports (Allison Eisen), Holland Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (Ann Simmons-Van 

Heest), Holland Department of Public Safety (Sergeant Lisa Bancuk), Lakeshore Cycle & Fitness 

(Todd Garvelink),Macatawa Area Express Transportation Authority (Sylvie Lepird), Main Street 

Bicycle Company (Rich Gordon), Ottawa County Sheriff Department (Sergeant Brent Converse, 

Deputy Marc Veenman), Rock N Road Cycle (Tim Meyer), Velo City Cycles (Brad and Jenny 

White), and West Michigan Bike & Fitness (Evert Klomp). 

 

Green Commute Week is held the second week in May, to coincide with National Bike to Work 

Day.  Save the date to participate during next year’s event:  May 12 – 17, 2014. 

 

VI. STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS 

The following reports were given by members of the Transportation Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Ms. Boyd discussed recent 

staffing changes at the Bureau of Planning.  Mr. Paul Lott brings over 13 years of experience with 

the Department and will begin attending meetings of the MACC Transportation Technical 

Committee in July.  Ms. Chris Welch, formerly with the Genesee County MPO will also begin 

working in the Southwest Region, later in June.  

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region – Mr. Redmond reported on a 

meeting held between MDOT and US-31 communities in May.  Specific design elements were 

discussed and possible improvements to the US-31 corridor were suggested for incorporation into 

the roadway design. 

 

Ottawa County Road Commission – Mr. Laughlin provided status reports on the resurfacing of 

James Street, which has minor tasks left to complete the project; 120
th

 Street (Quincy to Port 

Sheldon) and a Riley Street project will be bid as one project in July 2013; 136th Avenue (Quincy 

to New Holland) will be bid on Thursday, through a county-wide paving initiative and will be 

completed in the Fall. 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White gave an update on the S. Washington resurfacing project which 

began May 13.  East 24
th

 Street will also be resurfaced (between US-31 and Lincoln Avenue).  

The 24
th

 Street project will include a water main replacement. 

 

City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis reported on the reconstruction of Roosevelt Avenue (State to 

Centennial) which is expected to be completed by July 15. 

 

Zeeland Township – Mr. Nykamp reported on the 88
th

 Avenue project, north of Riley Avenue, 

which has added sanitary sewers and will also include storm sewers.  Mr. Nykamp was pleased 

with the good progress, in spite of the weather. Zeeland Township is also working to complete a 

non-motorized path along Gordon (84
th

 to 88
th

 Avenue). 

 

Olive Township – Mr. Wolters asked about plans to reconstruct the US-31/M-231 corridor south 

of M-45.  The Committee reviewed a project map, acknowledging that without a record of 

decision, this portion of the project is on-hold, with no construction plans at his time.  
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VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

FY 2012 Population Estimates – Mr. Bulthuis reported on population estimates released by the 

U.S. Census Bureau in May of 2013. Since the 2010 Census was completed, communities in the 

MACC Area have experienced an estimated population increase of 1.7%, bringing the regional 

population to 120,081.  This increase is determined by the Population Division of the U.S. Census 

Bureau, after reviewing migration rates, birth and death records, and household data.  The 

Committee discussed the accuracy of these estimates, finding the population estimates in Port 

Sheldon Township to be high.  It was acknowledged that the State of Michigan did have a larger 

margin of error than did other parts of the United States. 

 

2040 Long Range Transportation Plan – In May, the Committee discussed a transportation 

survey posted on the MACC website, which is both in Spanish and English.  This survey will 

help to gather public comments to be used at beginning of the Long Range Transportation Plan 

(LRTP) process.  Ms. Hoekwater is requesting assistance from members of the MACC 

Transportation Technical Committee to increase public participation and encourage residents and 

employers to complete the survey.  A short narrative and graphic will be emailed to each 

committee member, for use in a monthly newsletter or to be posted on a website.  A report on 

survey results will be provided later this summer.   

 

Freight Planning Task Force Meeting – The Committee was informed of a series of meetings 

with freight stakeholders to begin in October of 2013.    These discussions with carriers, 

producers and major consumers will assist the MACC to prepare an inventory of freight 

routes/facilities and address future freight needs.  The inventory will be used in the region’s 2040 

Long Range Transportation Plan, to be adopted in the spring of 2015.  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:  July 8, 2013 MACC Office  

10:00 a.m. 

 


