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The Regional Prosperity Initiative is a voluntary process started by Governor Rick Snyder to 

create vibrant regional economies. Leaders from various sectors, including planning 

agencies, adult education, workforce development, transportation, and higher education, 

were asked to work together to pursue activities that promote economic prosperity. The state 

is divided into ten regions. Region 4, known as the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance 

(WMPA), is comprised of 13 counties, including Ottawa and Allegan. The WMPA was 

awarded a grant in 2014 to develop a regional prosperity plan. The WMPA Steering 

Committee, comprised of representatives from the sectors listed above, then solicited project 

proposals from the region that met established goals of regional economic prosperity.  

The MACC, with the support of the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council and the West 

Michigan Regional Shoreline Development Commission, submitted a proposal to the 

steering committee in June 2014. The proposed project includes three main objectives. The 

first is to create a regional watershed collaborative of the groups within the 13 county region 

that work to protect and restore watersheds that impact Lake Michigan. The second objective 

is to work with that group to assemble a regional water quality plan that summarizes the 

water quality priorities, actions and funding needs throughout the region. The final objective 

is to work with a consultant to investigate funding sources and develop a model for 

sustainable funding for water quality restoration and protection. 

On February 19, 2015, the WMPA Steering Committee unanimously voted to approve the 

MACC’s proposal. Four additional projects were also granted funding within the region to 

address other regional economic issues. The MACC and its partners plan to start the project 

in April 2015 and conclude it within 18 months. 

Regional Prosperity Initiative Grant Awarded 

Channel from Lake Macatawa into Lake Michigan (Photo credit: MACC) 
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To receive the Seal of Approval, a lawn care or 

landscaping company must agree to the following: 

 

1. The company makes every attempt to use no 

phosphorus fertilizer, limiting the use of 
phosphorus fertilizer to cases of (1) starting a 

new lawn from seed, (2) patching/repairing a 

lawn with seed, or (3) after a soil test has shown 
a phosphorus deficiency and it is required for 

the health of the lawn. 

2. Prior to applying fertilizer, the size of the lawn 
is measured and the resident or property owner 

is given a diagram of the lawn to ensure the 

correct amount of fertilizer is applied. 

3. Grass is cut no shorter than three inches. 

4. On property near bodies of water, a three-foot 
buffer strip is left adjacent to the water that 

receives no fertilizer.  

5. All grass clippings and fertilizer are swept or 
blown off impervious surfaces back onto lawns 

to prevent runoff into storm drains. 

6. If grass clippings are taken off site, they are 

stored properly in an area that is not susceptible 

to runoff. 

7. The company makes customers aware of best 

management practices for water quality (native 
plants, waterfront landscaping, rain barrels, 

etc.). 

8. In the case that the resident participates in the 
maintenance of their lawn, a schedule for 

watering and mowing is provided by the 

company. 

9. If the company is required to be licensed by the 

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, they are in good standing with 

them. 

2015 Lawn Care & Landscaping  
Companies Awarded the Macatawa  

Watershed Seal of Approval 
 

 AAA Lawn Care Inc. 
 Advantage Landscape & Turf Management 
 Aesthetic Gardener LLC 
 Blue Ridge Landscaping Inc. 
 Carefree Lawn Service 
 Complete Lawn & Landscaping Services 
 Dale’s Mowing Service 
 Evergreen Landscaping  
 Hollandia Gardens 
 Integrity Landscape Management LLC 
 Landscape Design Services, Inc. 
 Mr. Greenthumb Landscaping & Lawn Care 
 Perma Green Lawn Care, Inc. 
 Specialized Turf Services 
 Top Cut Lawn Care Services 
 TruGreen (Grand Haven Location) 
 

Visit the MACC website or call our office 

for company contact information. 

Would you like your lawn care/landscaping 

business added to the Seal of Approval list? 
 

Please contact Carolyn Ulstad at  

616-395-2688 to learn how to become an 

approved member of the program.  

Lawn Care Seal of Approval Program 
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Contributed by Dan Callam, Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway 

While winter finally arrived and appears to be in no hurry to leave, the Project Clarity team has continued to work 

on implementing our plan to improve area water quality. Our Agricultural Committee has been meeting 

throughout the winter, and is now accepting project proposals from farmers in our watershed to improve water 

quality. Project Clarity has funding designated to assist with Best Management Practices designed to reduce the 

sediment and nutrient sources reaching local waterways. Projects will be reviewed by the committee, comprised of 

local farmers and agribusiness representatives, for partial or full funding. For more information or an application, 

visit macatawaclarity.org or contact the MACC (395-2688) or ODCMG (393-9453).   

 

We have one project that has been worked on in Fillmore Township between the snowflakes. A two-stage ditch is 

being constructed along part of the Kleinheksel Drain, a tributary to the South Branch of the Macatawa River. 

Two-stage ditches provide extra floodwater storage following rain events, slowing the water down and helping to 

reduce the potential for flooding on adjacent fields. More importantly, the project will reduce the amount of 

sediment and nutrients that flow downstream. This project will be completed in March, with another scheduled for 

later this year.   

 

If you are looking for more information or would like to sign up for our updates, head over to 

macatawaclarity.org, the newly redesigned Project Clarity website. With the help of Fairly Painless Advertising, 

the new site will feature photo galleries of projects, new and expanded video segments from our Clarity 

documentary, and other resources. You can also download news articles and press release archives along with 

dashboard reports. Once spring arrives and we slowly start to thaw and dry out, look for news on several big 

restoration projects. 

Project Clarity Update 
...our community collaboration to clean, restore and maintain the waters of  Lake Macatawa and the Macatawa Watershed 

Above: diagram of a typical two-stage ditch design 

(www.nature.org). At right: two-stage ditch construction in 

progress on a farm field in Fillmore Township (photo 

credit: Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway). 



While we may have snow up to our knees and the temperature is sub-freezing; spring is just around the corner and planting season 

is shortly to follow (I promise). That makes now an ideal time for farmers to tune up their planters and for non-operator 

landowners (people who rent their land out to farmers) to speak with their tenant farmers about the care that they are putting into 

the soil. Farmers who rely on the land have a vested interest in maintaining and improving the health of their soil. Many farmers 

are actually building the soil. How? By using soil health management systems that include cover crops, diverse rotations and no-

till farming. While they are building the soil, they are also building the land’s production potential over the long-term. But how do 

non-operator landowners know if their tenants are doing everything they need to do to make and keep their soil healthy? Ask your 

farming partner these five questions. 
 

1. Do you build organic matter in the soil? Organic matter  (carbon) may be the most impor tant indicator  of a farm’s 

productivity. The amount of soil organic matter often determines the price farmers will pay to rent or buy land. Finding a farmer 

who is interested in building organic matter by using practices like no-till and cover crops is like finding a bank with a high interest 

rate on your savings account. 
 

2. Do you test the soil at least once every 3 years? Maintaining fer tility and pH levels are impor tant to your farm’s 

productivity. Regular soil testing can indicate trends in soil fertility, pH and organic matter levels in each field. These tests will 

determine the amount of fertilizer each field needs. If a field has a history of manure application and very high fertility, a farmer 

can save money by planting cover crops to keep those nutrients in place rather than applying more nutrients. 
 

3. Do you use no-till practices? Some landowners like the look of a 

clean-tilled field in the springtime. That “nice look” is short lived, 

though. The reality is that bare ground is more prone to erosion and loss 

of organic matter because it no longer has the protective layer of crop 

residues on top. No-till farming methods exploit the crop residue as a 

blanket for the soil surface, guarding the soil from extreme rainfall and 

summer heat. That protective blanket will conserve moisture for crop 

use and will also prevent the loss of soil from wind and water erosion. 
 

4. Do you use cover crops? Cover crops, like no-till, provide a green, 

protective blanket during the winter. The growing cover is collecting 

solar energy, putting down roots and providing habitat while the soil 

would otherwise be barren. This habitat provides food and shelter for 

wildlife above ground and beneficial organisms below ground. As they 

grow, cover crops hold onto the nutrients left from the previous crop and in turn releases them to the next crop.  
 

5. What can we do together to improve soil health on my land? To improve soil health, landowners and tenants need to 

plan for the long-term. The duration of the lease agreement between landowner and tenant is perhaps the most critical matter in 

encouraging the adoption of these soil health management systems. Farmers may be able to build the production capacity of the 

soil, but it will take several years. Longer tenures give both landowners and tenants more opportunities to improve soil health and 

realize the resulting longer-term production and profitability gains through sustainable conservation practices. 
 

Improving soil health can increase dividends for landowners and tenants over the long-term. It will also pay off by reducing 

erosion and ensuring the production capability of food on the land. Landowners should learn more about the basics and benefits of 

soil health management systems and begin the soil health discussion with their farming partner right away, because planting season 

will be here soon! 

Five questions non-operator landowners should ask farmers about Soil Health 
By Aaron Spicer, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council 
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Winter rye is an excellent winter cover crop. It rapidly 

produces a ground cover that holds soil in place against wind 

and rain. Rye’s deep roots help prevent compaction and 

because its roots are quite extensive, rye also has a positive 

effect on soil condition.  
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Calendar of Events 

March 27: Allegan Conservation District Tree Seedling Sale order deadline. www.allegancd.org or 269-673-9865 

April 3: Ottawa Conservation Distr ict Tree Seedling Sale order  deadline. www.ottawacd.org or 616-842-5852 x5 

April 13, 7pm: A Sustainable Review of our  Water  Resources, Yacht Basin Mar ina. Hosted by the Holland 

Sustainability Committee as part of their Living Sustainably along the lakeshore series. Will include information about the 

efforts to clean up Lake Macatawa and to protect our local drinking water sources (Lake Michigan and groundwater). 

April 18 and April 29, 8-10am: Bird Walk at the Upper  Macatawa Natural Area (84th St Entrance). Sponsored by 

Ottawa County Park, this event is free and registration is not required. 

April 25, 10am-2pm: Drug Take Back Event. Br ing your  unwanted or  expired medication to the Holland Dept. of 

Public Safety (89 W 8th St) for proper disposal. Contact Gary (355-1275) or Judy (355-1210) at the Holland BPW for more 

information. 

April 28, 1-2pm: Spring Wildflower  Walk at Tunnel Park. Sponsored by Ottawa County Park, this event is free and 

registration is not required. 

April 30, 1:30pm: Macatawa Watershed Advisory Committee Meeting, Howard Miller  Community Center , Zeeland. 

All are welcome to attend! Call or email the MACC office to receive an agenda one week in advance. 

May 2 and May 6, 8-10am: Bird Walk at Mount Pisgah. Sponsored by Ottawa County Park, this event is free and 

registration is not required. 

May 11-16: Green Commute Week. Ride a bike, walk, carpool, or  take public transit to work, school, the store, 

wherever! It’s good for your health, budget and the environment. For more information, contact the MACC office  

May 16, 8am-12pm: Holland BPW Recycle Rewards collection event at the BPW Service Center  (625 Hastings Ave). 

Freon appliance and electronics recycling. Rebates are available for appliances that still run. Contact Deena Roberson 

(droberson@hollandbpw.com) or Anne Sailers (asailers@hollandbpw.com) for more details. 

May 16, 1-4pm: River  Cleanup, Kollen Park. Help us pick up trash to cleanup the shores of Lake Macatawa. Event is 

free, but pre-registration is required. Contact the Outdoor  Discovery Center  Macatawa Greenway for  more 

information: www.outdoordiscovery.org or 616-393-9453. 

May 30, June 13, June 27, 1-4pm: River  Encounters hosted by the Outdoor  Discovery Center  Macatawa Greenway. 

More dates available. Registration is required and fees apply. Contact ODCMG for more information (see River Cleanup). 

June 3, 1pm: Volunteer  Stream Monitor ing. Volunteers are invited to assist with our  spr ing collection of water  bugs 

We will meet at Adams Street Landing, form teams, and head out from there. All equipment will be provided, but 

participants should plan on getting wet. Anyone under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required by 

contacting the MACC office: 616-395-2688 or kgoward@the-macc.org 

July 25: Macatawa Water  Festival, Windmill Island Gardens. We are still in the planning stages, but mark your  

calendars and look for more information in the coming months! 

Tired of paper? Visit our website, 

www.the-macc.org, to sign up for 
electronic mailings!  

http://www.outdoordiscovery.org


 

We’re on Facebook! 

Steve Bulthuis - sbulthuis@the-macc.org 

Elisa Hoekwater - ehoekwater@the-macc.org 

Kelly Goward - kgoward@the-macc.org 

Carolyn Ulstad - culstad@the-macc.org 

Aaron Spicer - aspicer@the-macc.org 

General Inquiries - info@the-macc.org 

Phone: 616-395-2688          www.the-macc.org 

Contact MACC Staff 

Interested in staying up to date with the Macatawa 

Watershed Project? Become a fan of our  

Facebook page! The easiest way to find us is to 

visit www.the-macc.org and click on the “Find 

us on Facebook” icon on our homepage.  

301 Douglas Avenue 

Holland, Michigan 49424 

Macatawa Area 

Coordinating Council 

A Cooperative Effort Among Units of Government 

 

 

 

 

 

 If not locked up or out of reach, unused medication could be 

taken or ingested by children or pets, which could lead to 

abuse or accidental overdose. 

 Putting medicine in the trash is not safe from little fingers 

or naughty little dogs (or cats). Medication can also seep 

into groundwater once at a landfill, contaminating drinking 

water supplies. 

 Flushing medication down the toilet can be harmful to the 

environment. Medication is not removed from sewage 

during the treatment process and ends up in our rivers and 

streams. Once there, medication can cause problems for 

fish and the animals that eat them. Medications can also 

end up in someone else’s drinking water if a downstream 

community takes their water from the same river. 

 Dispose of unwanted or unused medications at drug take 

back events or at local pharmacies that participate offer 

take back throughout the year. 

 

For more information, visit http://www.wmtakebackmeds.org/ 

Why should I properly dispose of  

unwanted or unused medication? 


