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March 13, 2017, MACC Office 
 

 

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present: Linda LeFebre (Chair), Scott Nienhuis (Vice-Chair), Matt Block, (MDOT, 

Muskegon TSC), Larry Brown (Allegan County Road Commission), Aaron Dawson (Federal 

Highway Administration), Howard Fink (Park Township), David Fairchild (MDOT Bureau of 

Planning), Don Komejan (Holland Charter Township), Brett Laughlin (Ottawa County Road 

Commission), Al Meshkin (Laketown Township), Steve Redmond (MDOT Grand Region), 

Danielle Stack (Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement), Brian White (City of 

Holland),  

 

Others Present:  Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 

 

The MACC Transportation Technical Committee welcomed Mr. Aaron Dawson, with the 

Federal Highway Administration. Mr. Nienhuis noted a correction to the City of Zeeland 

project limits included in Member Reports - during the February 2017 meeting. *** It was 

moved by Mr. Redmond and supported by Mr. Komejan to approve the minutes of 

February 13, 2017 as corrected. The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public at the meeting. 

 

III. FY 2017 UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM (UWP) AMENDMENT*** - Mr. Bulthuis 

prepared a memorandum noting an amendment to modify the cost split programmed for the 

Clean Air Action (CAA) Program, as there was a shortfall in the federal amount available for 

the program. Mr. Bulthuis had requested action on a motion recommending that the Policy 

Board amend the FY2017 Unified Work Program as noted. Staff discussed the proposed 

amendment with members of the Technical Committee. 

 

*** It was moved by Mr. Brown and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to recommend approval 

of the proposed amendment to the FY 2017 UWP by the MACC Policy Board. The 

motion carried. 

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENT 

THRESHOLD CHANGE – Staff addressed an action by the Michigan Department of 

Transportation to change the threshold of a project’s total cost. The new rule allows an increase 

of the project’s total cost up to 25% before any action on the part of the MPO is necessary.  
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Mr. Bulthuis had prepared a memorandum explaining that the threshold change is to “provide statewide 

uniformity in the treatment of projects (state and local) whose projects came in over bid as well as to 

reduce the number of amendments that require federal review. The process will be evaluated in one 

year”. Though the Technical Committee discussed some concerns regarding the obligation authority, the 

consensus was to obligate MACC projects as early in the fiscal year as possible. 

 

V. FY 2017-2020 TIP ADMINISTRATIVE MODIFICATIONS – It is standard practice to 

report to the Technical Committee when any administrative modifications occur to the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP). Staff informed the Technical Committee that a change was made to the 

program resulting in a swap of federal funding. The Ottawa County Road Commission is receiving 

$300,000 in federal funding for the resurfacing of Adams St. (88th – 64th Avenue) schedule to be 

completed later this year.  The emergency access project off of 60th/144th in Laketown Township will 

receive $300,000 in federal funding and be constructed in 2018.  

 

VI. FY 2018 UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM (UWP) DISCUSSION – A list of draft tasks were 

presented to the Technical Committee for review and discussion. Ms. Hoekwater reported on a Pre-

UWP meeting with the Michigan Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, and 

Federal Transit Administration, which focused on new federal requirements and performance-based 

planning and programming. The final planning rule includes 2 new planning factors which must be 

addressed by the transportation planning process: improve the resiliency and reliability of the 

transportation system and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of surface transportation; and enhance 

travel and tourism. MACC staff was asked to incorporate performance measures and targets into 

planning goals and objectives; incorporate expected benefits of projects in the TIP and Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP), and define how projects will contribute to accomplishing performance 

targets. Planning FY 2018 tasks are also to address planning and environmental linkages; improvements 

to the consultation process; assisting MDOT in the update of the state freight plan; and advancing 

Environmental Justice analysis. 

 

A list of FY 2018 Michigan Planning Program Emphasis Areas (PEA’s) was distributed to the Technical 

Committee. Staff reviewed past projects included in the Unified Work Program (UWP) and requested 

feedback on potential tasks for the next fiscal year. During the June 5 meeting of the MACC Policy 

Board, staff will be seeing action to adopt the final list of FY 2018 tasks. 

 

VII. PROJECT UPDATE: OTTAWA COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION STRATEGIC 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN - Mr. Laughlin provided an update on MACC area projects planned in 2017.  

Adams Street (88th – 64th Avenue), as noted earlier, will be scheduled with a July letting and 

construction beginning in August.  A portion of the Adams Street project will be (AC) constructed in 

advance of the 2018 program year. The Technical Committee reviewed the extensive list of projects 

planned in the MACC area during the upcoming construction season. Effort has been made to bundle 

projects into packages of $1m due to bond requirements of many paving companies. 
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2017 OCRC Tentative Bid Letting Schedule  
 

Adams 
Street:  88th Avenue to 
64th Avenue          

Resurfacing Targeting the MDOT July 
letting, Aug construction 

Adams Street: 
64th Avenue to 
48th Avenue           

Resurfacing  OCRC July letting 

 

152nd Avenue:  Ottawa 
Beach Road to Lakewood 
Blvd     

Resurfacing OCRC June letting 

 

88th Avenue: Adams 
Street to BL-196      

Resurfacing OCRC July letting 

 

Lakeshore Drive: Croswell 
to Butternut Drive     

Resurfacing OCRC June letting 

Quincy 
Street:  136th Avenue to 
120th Avenue     

Resurfacing 
+ 4’ Paved 
Shoulders    
         

OCRC June letting 

 

Quincy Street: Lakeshore 
Drive to Butternut       

Resurfacing OCRC August letting 

168th Avenue: Lakeshore 
Drive to Perry Street   

Resurfacing OCRC June letting 

Holland Township 
Subdivisions/Local 
Streets      

Resurfacing OCRC April letting 

Park Township 
Subdivisions                         
     

Resurfacing OCRC June letting 

Zeeland Township 
Subdivisions                         
        

Resurfacing OCRC August letting 

Blair Street: 104th Avenue 
to 96th Avenue              

Resurfacing OCRC August letting 

112th Avenue:  Tyler 
Street to Polk 
Street              

Resurfacing OCRC August letting 

Chip Seal Program:  Park, 
Port Sheldon, Olive, 
Zeeland                   

Chip Seal June/July construction 
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VIII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the 

Technical Committee: 

 

Holland Charter Township - Mr. Komejan reported that negotiations continue on the nonmotorized 

project at Windmill Island. An easterly route is under consideration, but the project has not been 

finalized. 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White reported on the City of Holland resurfacing program which will include 2 

miles of Southshore Drive. This project begins at Old Orchard once weight restrictions are lifted, and 

then will continue east. Significant utility work is required, including water mains and sanitary sewer.  

 

Park Township – Mr. Fink reported that the shared use pathway along 160th Street is moving forward. 

Though there were challenges with easements, issues have been resolved and the project is scheduled to 

be completed this summer. 

 

Laketown Township – Mr. Meshkin reported that 142nd Ave will be resurfaced from the expressway to 

the Township beach. 

 

City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis reported that Riley Street is to be resurfaced (from 96th to 

88th/Fairview). The project will use STP funds and fortunately came in below the estimate of $370,000. 

Elm Street will be reconstructed from Washington to Lincoln, beginning in April and is expected to be 

completed by September. Mr. Nienhuis added that 101st will also be reconstructed this year (from 

BL196 to Lee Street). 

 

Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Brown reported on construction of Blue Star Trail, a 

nonmotorized pathway which is ¾ mile (from North St. to Shore). There is one piece remaining, with a 

bid letting to be scheduled once there is agreement on the configuration of a bike lane over the bridge. 

On March 29 there was a bid letting for hot-mix asphalt totaling 140,000 tons of HMA. Three paving 

projects are also planned in Fillmore Township: 144th Avenue (Russcher Road - 50th Street), Russcher 

Road (142nd Avenue - 52nd Street), and 144th Avenue (60th - 59th Street). 

 

Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Stack reported that TAP funds were 

not received for the Leonard Road project, but the funding application will be submitted again in 2018. 

Staff is working on an application for 4 foot paved shoulders along the remaining portion of Lakeshore 

Drive (New Holland south to Lakewood Blvd & 168th Ave). Planning of the Spoonville trail continues 

and involves re-routing the trail through a golf course. 

 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Ms. Hoekwater announced plans for the 10th annual Green 

Commute Week.  The event begins May 14 – 20, 2017 and will include a planning workshop, pop-up 

bike lane, school challenge, and an employer commute challenge.  For more information, please check 

the Green Commute page on the MACC website: http://www.the-macc.org/green-commute/ 
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Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Fairchild reported that MDOT 

is working on the integration of performance measures in the transportation planning process. In 

addition to a Safety Target Coordination team working to develop a state safety target by August, there 

are several other MDOT teams also focused on performance based planning. 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region – Mr. Redmond reported on a newly 

published newsletter with Fast Facts regarding transportation in Michigan. Of particular interest to the 

Technical Committee were the estimated freeway reconstruction cost of $2m per mile and the annual 

revenue estimates.  The 2017 Fast Facts newsletter can be located at 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_fastfacts02-2011_345554_7.pdf 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC – Mr. Block reported that an indirect 

left/right turn at US-31 & Bingham will be constructed this summer. Barry Street is a second project 

underway for FY 2018.  

 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 Ottawa County Local Emergency Planning Committee – Public Officials Conference  
Ms. Hoekwater informed members of the Transportation Technical Committee of an emergency 

preparedness event being held for local officials and staff on March 15, 2017. The event is being 

hosted by the Local Emergency Planning Committee and will be at the Ottawa County Fillmore 

Complex. (Sign-in 7:30 am, Conference 8:00 am – 12:30 pm). A brochure was sent to members 

of the Transportation Technical Committee and all were invited to attend. This event has been 

designed to answer questions about what happens when there is a disaster; what is the role of 

local officials within the County? What can be done at the local level before, during and after a 

disaster occurs. The event is free and includes lunch. 

 

 MDOT Grand Region Nonmotorized Plan and Bike Maps – Mr. Redmond provided an 

update on the development of a nonmotorized plan for West Michigan. The plan will be useful 

for identifying regional network connections and to also prioritize funding. The final planning 

document will serve as a resource to communities, defining facility types and including a 

snapshot of existing and proposed routes.  

   

X. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

*** It was moved by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Redmond to adjourn the meeting. The 

motion carried. 

 

Next Meeting: 

April 10, 2017 

MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_fastfacts02-2011_345554_7.pdf

