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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

March 28, 2016 

Howard Miller Community Center 

14 S. Church Street 

Zeeland, MI 49464 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers, Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry 

Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Steve Redmond (for John Lanum) Al Myaard, 

Vince Bush (for Terry Nienhuis), Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, LeighAnn Mikesell, Greg Holcombe, Ann Query 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. Klynstra, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve the 

February 22, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. SERVICE DELIVERY COMMITTEE  

 

A.   Community Enhancement Program Framework*** - Mr. Bulthuis stated that the 

Service Delivery Committee had been focused on the area of “regional funding for regional assets” 

for the past several months.  The outcome of that effort was a document, included in the agenda 

packet that provides a framework for an initiative entitled the Community Enhancement Program 

(CEP).  He noted that the CEP is founded on the belief that there are assets that provide a regional 

benefit and are deserving of regional support.  Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the document concluding that 

the framework is just that – a general direction that needs further refinement.  He noted that the 

Service Delivery Committee was forwarding the CEP framework to them for their endorsement 

which entails two things: 1.) The CEP has the potential to a have a positive regional impact and 2.) 

the CEP is worthy of expenditure of MACC staff time on its refinement along with interested 

MACC members. Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported 

by Mr. Hofmeyer to endorse the Community Enhancement Program Framework as 

presented.  Motion carried.      
 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Grant Applications/Updates*** – A memo was included in the Policy packet 

summarizing three pending grant applications that had been presented at previous Policy 

Committee meetings. At the time the grants were initially presented, staff did not request 

action to designate Mr. Bulthuis as the MACC’s authorized representative for purposes of 

negotiating and executing grant agreements should the grant be awarded. Staff did request 

this action at the March 28 meeting. It was moved by Mr. Baumann, supported by Mr. 

Wolters to authorize the Executive Director to execute agreements related to the grant 

applications contained in the staff memo dated March 21, 2016. Motion carried. 
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An update on the Storm Water, Asset Management and Wastewater grant was provided. The 

MACC was granted an extension through June 2016 in order to complete final grant tasks to 

assemble the SAW Storm Water Management Plan. The storm water permits are due April 1 

and will be submitted to the state by that date, but there are additional requirements for the 

SAW grant beyond the storm water permit documents. Staff will continue to utilize SAW 

grant funds to complete the additional tasks and submit a final SAW Storm Water 

Management Plan by the end of June 2016.  

 

B. Other Watershed Activities – MACC staff participated in the River City Water 

Festival in Grand Rapids on March 11, 2016. Staff shared information about storm water and 

nonpoint source pollution with over 400 students and teachers. Upcoming events were shared 

including the spring River Cleanup on April 30, Hope Student Watershed Research 

Presentations on May 4 and MACC participation in Kinderplaats on May 7 and 8. 

 

V. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  
  

A. FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment*** – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed amendments to the 2016 program of the FY2014-2017 Transportation 

Improvement Program.  Upon further review it was moved by Mr. Storey and supported 

by Mr. Myaard to amend the FY2016 program of the FY2014-2017 Transportation 

Improvement Program as presented in the staff memo dated March 16, 2016.  Motion 

carried.   
 

 

B. FY2016 Unified Work Program Amendment*** – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the 

memo included in the agenda packet regarding amendments to the FY2016 Unified Work 

Program (UWP).  Additional federal funds in the amount of $1,732 were being split among 

all tasks in the UWP and $2,500 was being added to Task 2.6 MACC Clean Air Action! Day 

Program.  Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by 

Mr. Bird to amend the FY2016 Unified Work Program as detailed in the staff memo 

dated March 18.  Motion carried.      
 

C. FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Update – Mr. Bulthuis 

reported that work continues on the FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP).  He reminded members that the MACC would be hosting a public open house on the 

FY2017-2020 TIP on March 29 from 9:00 am - 6:00 pm at the MACC office.  He invited 

everyone to attend.      

 

D. NACDD/CDC Grant – Ms. Hoekwater reported on a training opportunity that is 

being funded by the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) in 

collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  The Macatawa 

Area Coordinating Council has been selected to lead an interdisciplinary team which will be 

attending a training in April of 2016.  The team will receive technical assistance from the 

CDC to develop an action plan to improve walkability through community design or 

transportation design strategies.  A memorandum of understanding will also be developed by 

the team to continue to implement the action plan over the next year.  

 

E. 2016 Green Commute Week – Ms. Hoekwater presented postcards, as promised last 

month.  The Green Commute Planning Committee has been hard at work, planning this 
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year’s event and has a full schedule of events. The week begins on Sunday, May 15 and will 

involve churches which have Creation Care programs.  The committee will continue outreach 

to employers and schools this year.  There will be a video contest, with entries due May 7 

(details are posted to www.the-macc.org/green-commute/). The annual Leadership Ride and 

breakfast will be on Saturday, May 21.  Invitations to the Leadership Ride and breakfast will 

be sent out in April. Policy Committee members are asked to encourage staff to participate 

during Green Commute Week!  

 

F. MDOT/FHWA Comments –Mr. Redmond reported on on the Region’s 

Nonmotorized Plan as well as the State Long Range Plan Update process. He also recognized 

Ms. Mikesell as the new manager of the Muskegon TSC. 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Bylaws Revisions*** - Mr. Bulthuis reminded members of the conservations over 

the last few meetings about proposed changes in the bylaws, primarily to allow a sitting 

city/township representative from the board to be appointed to the Executive Committee.  

There was discussion on both this proposed revision as well as other elements of the bylaws, 

such as the prohibition on voting by Transportation Participants on non-transportation 

matters.  It was agreed that there is a need to take an in-depth look at the bylaws and that such 

a probe should be separate from the proposed revisions included in the agenda packet and 

under consideration today.  It was moved by Mr. Baumann and supported by Mr. 

Klynstra to amend the bylaws as proposed in the staff memo and accompanying 

materials dated March 18, 2016.  A roll call vote was taken with 15 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion 

carried. Mr. Bulthuis noted that the next step in the process is the “ratification” of these 

revisions by the nine city councils/township boards.          

  

B. Nominating Committee Recommendations*** - Mr. Baumann directed committee 

members’ attention to the memo included in the agenda packet on this topic.  He stated that 

he was very pleased to report that the Nominating Committee was recommending that David 

Van Ginhoven be appointed to the vacant At-Large seat on the Policy Board.  Mr. Baumann 

cited some of Mr. Van Ginhoven’s credentials such as his tenure as a Zeeland Township 

Trustee. Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Bush and supported by Mr. 

Kleinheksel to appoint David Van Ginhoven to the Policy Board as an At-Large 

member.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Baumann stated that with the approval of the bylaws revisions earlier, and contingent on the 

approval of such revisions by the member’s city councils and township boards, the Nominating 

Committee recommends that Mr. Nienhuis be appointed to the Executive Committee.  Upon 

further discussion it was moved by Mr. Baumann and supported by Mr. Storey to appoint 

Terry Nienhuis to the Executive Committee contingent on the necessary approvals to the 

bylaws.  Motion carried. 

 

C. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 58.4% and expenses at 31.1%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none. 

 

D. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

http://www.the-macc.org/green-commute/
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E. May/June meeting – June 6th - Mr. Bulthuis proposed that the May 23 and June 27 

Policy Committee meetings be combined and a meeting held on June 6.  There were no 

concerns raised with changing the date.  The meeting will be held at Park Township Hall. 

 

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mayor Klynstra welcomed the committee to the City of Zeeland and 

updated the group on some of the projects occurring within the City. The Howard Miller 

Community Center and Library expansion project totaling around $600,000 has made 

alterations to the upper level and added an additional conference room in the basement. The 

City is also in the process of expanding the clean water plant with collaboration from both 

Holland Township and Zeeland Township. Both Jefferson and Park Streets in Zeeland will be 

reconstructed this summer with new water and sewer lines. A non-motorized pathway along 

Fairview between Main and Washington will also be completed this summer near Herman 

Miller and the Zeeland Hospital.  

 

B. Other Members – Steve reported that Bill Vanderbilt had been transported from 

Ohio to Mary Free Bed to begin rehabilitation.  Unfortunately, he suffered a setback and was 

transported to the ICU at St. Mary’s Hospital where he remained for several days but has now 

been moved to a general care floor.  A request was made to circulate Bill’s home address so 

that member’s could send cards. 

 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

A. Mr. Koops noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

April 25, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. at the Port Sheldon Township Hall. There being no further 

business, it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr.  Hofmeyer to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, April 25, 2016 

12:00 noon at 

Port Sheldon Township Hall 

16201 Port Sheldon Street, West Olive, MI 49460 


