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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

March 27, 2017 

Park Township Hall 

52-152nd Street 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: David Van Ginhoven, Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Vince Bush (for Terry 

Nienhuis), Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, 

Kevin Klynstra, Glenn Nykamp, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob 

Vink, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond, Jeremy Gonsior 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made.  Mr. Bauman noted that under item VII A. the second sentence should read “pickle” not 

“whiffle”.  It was moved by Mr. Hofmeyer, supported by Mr. Klynstra to approve the 

February 27, 2017 meeting minutes as amended. Motion carried.   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.   
  

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Resolution – Ms. Goward provided an overview 

of some of the cuts that have been proposed in the President’s 2018 budget blueprint. The most 

concerning to the MACC at this time is the proposed elimination of the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative (GLRI) funding. The MACC successfully completed a GLRI funded project in March 

2015 ($346,600) and is currently implementing a GLRI funded project ($473,000), both of 

which provide funding for farmers to implement conservation practices. The MACC will 

continue to rely on grant funds such as those provided by the GLRI. As such, staff prepared a 

resolution outlining the importance of this funding not only to the Great Lakes region, but 

specifically to the Macatawa Watershed, and urges full funding of the GLRI. It was moved by 

Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to adopt the resolution calling for full funding 

of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. Motion carried. 

 

B. West Michigan Watershed Sustainable Funding Implementation Strategy  

Ms. Goward provided a brief overview of this project that is a continuation of the sustainable 

funding report that was completed with Regional Prosperity Initiative funding last fall. The 

MACC was awarded additional RPI funding to work with a consultant to develop a strategy 

for implementing one or more funding solutions. The MACC prepared and published a request 

for proposals for this work and along with project partners, are recommending the hiring of 

Public Sector Consultants (PSC) to complete this work. PSC worked with the MACC and 

project partners to complete the initial study. At this point, the contract details are still being 

negotiated pending notification about a second grant that staff applied for to secure additional 

funding for this project. It was moved by Mr. Klynstra, supported by Ms. DeBoer to 

authorize staff to enter into a contract with Public Sector Consultants for consultant 
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services for the Watershed Sustainable Funding Implementation Strategy in an amount 

not to exceed $20,000.  Motion carried. 

 

C. Lawn Care Seal of Approval Program Review – Ms. Ulstad reviewed the Macatawa 

Watershed Project’s Seal of Approval Program. The program is aimed at encouraging local 

lawn care and landscaping businesses in the watershed to use best management practices to 

protect water quality. The committee was given an overview of the history of the program and 

what updates have been made in recent years. Local governments can also become Seal of 

Approval members by ensuring that their own staff follow these guidelines on their properties, 

or that they use a current Lawn Care Seal of Approval company if lawn care services are 

contracted out.  
 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

A. FY2017 Unified Work Program Amendment – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a proposed 

amendment to the FY2017 Unified Work Program as detailed in the memo concerning this 

topic included in the agenda packet.  The amendment corrected a programing error and restores 

full federal funding for the Clean Air Action Program.  Upon further discussion it was moved 

by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Baumann to approve the amendment to the FY2017 

Unified Work Program as detailed in the staff memo dated March 16, 2017.  Motion 

carried.  

  
B. FY2018 Unified Work Program Discussion – The Michigan Department of 

Transportation and federal partners (Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 

Administration) have requested that the FY2018 Unified Work Program (UWP) address 

performance-based planning and programming requirements and also incorporate Michigan 

Planning Program Emphasis Areas which support a regional approach to transportation 

planning. Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a memo summarizing these requirements and presented a 

list of projects proposed for the upcoming Unified Work Program (UWP). 

 

One new task proposed for FY 2018 includes MACC staff involvement in a working group to 

discuss Phase II of M-231. The purpose of the task is to work with local and state partners to 

support the planning and evaluation of this project, and may involve the review of regional 

socioeconomic data. A second new planning task is to evaluate the feasibility of a bike share 

program. MACC staff has been asked to work with local organizations to discuss the possibility 

of a small pilot program. MACC staff would offer technical assistance as local organizations 

identify potential locations for 20 to 25 bicycles. 

 

Park Township suggested a task be added regarding community education on “no wake zones” 

and requested assistance to distribute educational materials. This task will be further explored 

and guidance will be sought from state and federal partners on this topic. 

 

The final FY2018 Unified Work Program document will be reviewed by the MACC Policy 

Board during the June 5 meeting. Once approved, the UWP will be submitted to the Michigan 

Department of Transportation and Federal Highway Administration for review and approval. 

 

C. Green Commute 2017 – May 14 – 20, 2017 will be the 10th annual event of Green 

Commute Week. Upcoming activities being planned for the week include:  a competition 

among local schools, bike rodeo, commute challenge for local employers, poster contest, and 

recharging stations. Benefits of the program include fuel savings, reduced travel costs, health, 
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and air quality impacts. Participants agree to record miles two days of the week and can save 

up to $75 in recharging station discounts. Ms. Hoekwater asked members of the MACC to 

encourage employees to sign up as individuals or as a Commute Challenge team: 

 

http://www.the-macc.org/green-commute/green-commute-week-registration/ 

 

D. FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Update – Mr. Bulthuis 

reviewed a memo that explained some administrative adjustments that had been made to the 

FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program.  The largest changes involved the 

emergency access project in Laketown Township that was deferred to FY2018 and the 

advancement of Adams St (88th-64th) resurfacing project to FY17 which was allocated 

$300,000 in federal funding.  Discussion followed.  

 

E. Repeal MPO Coordination Rule – Mr. Bulthuis reminded Board members that they 

had taken action opposing a proposed rule that required merging/greater coordination of MPOs 

with overlapping boundaries.  This rule was finalized by the Obama administration and 

impacted the MACC/Muskegon MPO borders.  Mr. Bulthuis reported the rule was repealed by 

the US Senate earlier this month and is likely to be repealed by the US House in the next month 

or so.  

 

F. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Redmond gave an update on the M-40 project in 

Allegan County scheduled for 2018. He then presented MDOT’s 2017 Fast Facts quick 

reference document to the Board. Discussion followed. 

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

  

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 36.6% and expenses at 26.5%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

C. May/June Meeting – June 5th – Mr. Bulthuis proposed that the May and June Policy 

meetings be combined. He asked board members if anyone had any foreseeable issues with 

the change to ensure that there would be a quorum at the June 5th meeting.  There were no 

objections.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
A.  Host Member: Mr. Hunsburger welcomed the Board to Park Township and also 

introduced the township’s new manager, Howard Fink. In addition to Mr. Fink, the township 

board has also added four new members. Mr. Hunsburger spoke briefly about the township’s 

ongoing effort with MAX transit and his excitement to expand public transit options for their 

residents.  He also reported that the township will be completing a non-motorized pathway 

which is scheduled to receive $400,000 in federal funding through the MACC. The path will 

run along 160th Avenue from James Street to Quincy Street. Once completed, the township 

will have approximately 54 miles of pathway.  Staff also met with planners to discuss adding 

an additional one foot to the paved shoulder to better accommodate cyclists on Lakeshore 

Drive from Riley Street to New Holland Street. Park Township hopes to see continued 

support on this effort from Ottawa County and local bike advocacy groups.    
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B. Other Members – Mr. Storey informed the Board that the West Michigan Regional 

Airport received the 2016 Michigan Airport Sponsor of the Year award in the General 

Aviation Airport category by the Michigan Department of Transportation. 
 

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhyaksha reminded the group that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would 

be held on April 24, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Laketown Township 

Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 


