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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

March 25, 2019 

Zeeland Charter Township 

16582 Byron Road 

 Zeeland, MI 49464 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: David Van Ginhoven (Chair), Hannes Meyers, Jr. (Vice-Chair), Howard Baumann Jr., 

Joe Baumann, Thomas Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Skip Keeter (for Jerry Hunsburger), 

John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Eric Mullen, Glenn Nykamp, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa,  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Burkman, Mara Gericke, Kelly Goward, Joe Spelde, Carolyn Ulstad, 

Rob Vink, Jim Camenga, Brad Sharlow 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made. It was moved by Mr. Storey, supported by Mr. Kleinheksel to approve the February 25, 

2019, meeting minutes. Motion carried.  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made 
 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  Report on the State’s Long Range Transportation Plan, Presentation by Brad 

Sharlow, MDOT – Mr. Sharlow discussed that MDOT is currently in the beginning stages of 

developing the State’s Long Range Plan. He then addressed the ten federally required planning 

factors for Michigan’s transportation system. Michigan’s preferred vision will be used to develop 

strategies and objectives for the transportation system. Mr. Sharlow addressed the different ways that 

MPOs, stakeholders, and the general public can get involved in the planning process. MDOT has 

received over 5,600 surveys to date. Mr. Sharlow then opened up the conversation to committee 

members.  

 

B.  Air Quality Conformity Resolution - Ms. Ulstad gave a brief update to the 

committee, sharing with them that transportation conformity provisions of the Clean Air Act 

Amendments require that metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) make a determination that 

the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and 

projects conform to the State Implementation Plan (SIP), and that regional emissions will not 

negatively impact the region’s ability to meet the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(NAAQS). The MACC’s LRTPs and TIP conform to the SIP for the 1997 ozone standard based 

on the results of the conformity analysis. The 1997 standard is referenced due to the lawsuit brought 

by the South Coast Air Quality Management District against the U.S. EPA back in 2018. Due to 

the lawsuit’s determination, Ottawa County must abide by these rules since it was an air quality 

“maintenance area” when the 1997 standard was in effect.    
 

 The conformity report makes the determination that the region’s transportation plan and programs 

satisfy all applicable criteria and procedures in the conformity regulations. 
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It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported by Mr. Kleinheksel to approve Resolution #19-03 

accepting the ozone conformity analysis for Ottawa County, and authorize the chair to sign. 

Motion carried. 

 

C.  Transportation Improvement Program Amendment – Ms. Ulstad presented that all 

three local projects listed are new projects that are to be added into the MACC’s FY20 TIP. The first project 

listed is to add the MACC’s Clean Air Program for FY20, the second project is to add MAX Transit’s 

FY20 project for a new bus purchase and the last item listed is for a pedestrian improvement job on Ottawa 

Beach Road in Park Township. The first MDOT job is to amend the phase schedule, the last is to abandon 

the job from the current TIP since the job has been rolled into a larger project with a different ID number 

within MDOT’s online system.  

 

It was moved by Ms. DeBoer, supported by Mr. Bird to amend the MACC FY2017-2020 TIP 

to modify the projects as presented. Motion carried. 

 

D.  MDOT / FHWA Comments – No further comments were made by MDOT staff.  

 

IV. WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Lawn Care and Landscaping Partners Program – Staff presented a brief history 

and update on the program that started in 2006. The original purpose of the program was to 

reduce phosphorus inputs to Lake Macatawa from lawn fertilizer. After the passage of county 

and state phosphorus bans, the program evolved to address other issues related to water quality 

and conservation. An annual meeting was held on March 20 with participating companies to 

review the program requirements and discuss the topics of green infrastructure and water 

conservation. We anticipate that 18 companies will sign as partners this year. MACC members 

are also encouraged to participate by signing the statement of commitment and agreeing to only 

hire watershed partners to provide contracted lawn care and landscaping services. 

 

B. GLC Grant Application – Staff presented information about a grant application that 

will be submitted to the Great Lakes Commission by March 29. The Great Lakes Sediment and 

Nutrient Reduction Program will award grants this summer for projects that will begin on 

October 1, 2019. The maximum grant request is $200,000 with a match requirement of 25% of 

total expenses. Projects can last for 3 years and include 4 subbasins for the watershed. The 

MACC is proposing to implement 1,450 acres of cover crops and 3,900 linear feet of grassed 

waterways. Over the period of the grant, these practices will reduce sediment inputs to Lake 

Macatawa by 2,109 tons and phosphorus by 3,477 pounds. The estimated grant request is 

$199,998 with $66,356 in matching funds to be split between the MACC ($43,856) and Project 

Clarity ($22,500). Staff requested that the Policy Board designate Tim Burkman, MACC 

Executive Director, as the MACC’s authorized representative for purposes of negotiating and 

signing grant contracts and related paperwork.  

 
It was moved by Ms. DeBoer, supported by Mr. Klynstra to designate the Executive Director 

as the MACC’s authorized representative for the purposes of negotiating and executing the 

grant agreement should it be awarded. Motion carried. 
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V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 
A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Burkman reviewed the financial report.  Revenues are at 

52.1% and expenses at 30.8%.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Burkman informed members that the 

summary of the March meeting was available in the agenda packet.  He expressed appreciation for 

the added input that has been offered by the expanded committee.  One item that he is currently 

working on closely with the Executive Committee is the Watershed Program budget.  Dues have 

remained constant at a collective $110,000 since 2005 despite added services.  Grants fluctuate and 

do not fund substantial portions of staff time, and in many cases require staffing as an in-kind match.  

Mr. Burkman will be preparing a draft budget for consideration at the April meeting, and ultimately 

for adoption at the June 3rd Policy meeting.   

 

C. 4th of July Fireworks – Mr. Burkman stated that he recently met with the organizers of the 

4th of July celebration.  MACC members have collectively funded the cost of the fireworks, which 

have been held constant at $29,000 since 2012.  The memo provided within the agenda packet details 

reasons for a requested 10% price increase.  Mr. Burkman will provide the cost breakdown based 

upon percentage of population to the Community Foundation, who will be sending out the requests 

for contributions in the near future.   

 

   

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS  

 

A. Host Member: Glenn Nykamp, Zeeland Charter Township– Mr. Nykamp thanked 

MDOT for their work on the I-196 BL. He announced a new hotel and new construction for the 

Critter Barn, and upgrades to various properties within Zeeland Township. Mr. Nykamp then 

addressed his concerns regarding the nineteen ton weight limit on the Byron Rd. Bridge.   

 

B. Other Members – Tom Bird announced an agreement with MDOT that will enhance 

efficiency and cooperation between the two originations.   

 

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, April 22, 2019 

12:00 noon at 

Olive Township Hall  

6480 136th Ave, Holland, MI 49424 

 


