
MINUTES 

 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

May 12, 2014, MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair), Howard Baumann, Aaron Bodbyl-Mast, 

Ken DeWeerdt, John Lanum, Linda LeFebre, Al Meshkin, LeighAnn Mikesell, Scott 

Nienhuis, Glenn Nykamp, Brian White, Todd Wolters 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no individuals from the public. 

 

III. REVIEW OF DRAFT FY 2015 UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM***   
The Transportation Technical Committee reviewed a list of tasks proposed for the 

Ficscal Year 2015 Unified Work Program (UWP). Ms. Hoekwater explained that 

though no new tasks have been added for the upcoming fiscal year, tasks have been 

revised to incorporate transportation requierements regarding performance-based 

planning and programming, planning and environmental linkages (PEL), freight 

planning, and safety and security. 

 

***It was moved by Ms. LeFebre and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to recommend 

approval of the FY 2015 UWP Tasks, as presented by MACC Staff. 
 

IV. AMENDMENTS TO THE FY 2014 – 2017 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)*** 

Mr. Bulthuis provided background on two amendments to the 2014 Program of the FY 

2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP):  warning beacons on M-40, 

between 143
rd

 and 144
th

, and an increase of $100,000 for safety improvement scoping 

on M-40 (Waverly – 52
nd

 Street). The Technical Committee discussed the M-40 

scoping work on M-40 as well as concerns that the proposed safety measures may 

have a significant economic impact on existing businesses. 

 

***It was moved by Ms. LeFebre and supported by Mr. Meshkin to recommend 

to the Policy Committee that they amend the 2014 program of the FY2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program as presented in the staff memo dated May 

6 and to request that a listing of scoping activities being undertaken as a result of 

the funding being added as part of the amendment be made available.  

Furthermore, it is requested that an impact assessment on businesses in the area 

adjacent to the improvements being proposed be included as part of the scoping 

activities. The motion carried unanimously.   
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V.  MAP-21 REAUTHORIZATION 

Mr. Bulthuis informed the Transportation Technical Committee of GROW AMERICA, which 

proposes details for the reauthorization of MAP-21. The Technical Committee discussed the 

proposed formula allocation which is not helpful for transit agencies planning to build facilities 

(such as the MAX bus operations facility) as it makes it necessary to group together funds for a 

series of years in order to finance major capital improvements. 

 

VI. STATE ROAD FUNDING DISCUSSION  
Mr. Bulthuis had previously reported that the MACC Policy Committee directed MACC staff to 

send letters to legislative representatives requesting additional funds for road improvements. At 

the present time it is unclear whether there will be changes in the ACT 51 formula. The 

Technical Committee discussed the State House proposal and the need to wait and see what the 

Senate proposal will be.  Mr. Lanum added that the Senate could consider up to a 13% wholesale 

sales tax to provide $1.2 billion for road funding. In the meantime, the current need for road 

funding has increased to $1.4 billion. 

 

VII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by members of the Technical Committee: 

 

City of Holland – Though right-of-way has been secured for the multi-use path on M-40, Mr. 

White reported that there is concern that the construction window is closing.  The City of 

Holland hopes to finalize agreements with all parties in order to begin construction by August. 

 

City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis gave an update on the E.Washington project. Stormsewers have 

been installed and the project is to be completed by August of 2014. 

 

Zeeland Township – Mr. Nykamp explained that Zeeland Townships officials have been talking 

with the Macatawa Area Express Transportation Authority (MAX) regarding access to the new 

Holland Hospital Urgent Care facility. 

 

Olive Township – Mr. Wolters requested information about future road closure projects.  Ms. 

Mikesell offered to contact MDOT representatives and provide this information. 

 

Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Bulthuis provided a report for Mr. Brown, noting that 

an August letting date is scheduled for the 48
th

 Street project. 

 

 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

US-31 Corridor – Mr. Bulthuis informed the Transportation Technical Committee that an adhoc 

committee has been meeting to discuss US-31 pedestrian and bicycle crossings, aesthetics, and 

safety concerns along the US-31 corridor (32
nd

 to south of 8
th

 Street, and Lakewood north to 

Quincy – which is to be reconstructed in 2016).  The Committee has been meeting with MDOT 
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planners and engineers to discuss the details of the roadway design, landscaping, lighting and 

opportunities to create a sense of place.  This adhoc committee is working with MDOT to 

estimate costs of the improvements. 

 

2040 Long Range Transportation Plan – Scenario planning is moving forward for the Long 

Range Transportation Plan.  This has been a joint effort between the MACC, MDOT, and 

Placeways, LLC. Dates for a series of open houses have been scheduled:  June 7, 3-8 pm at 

Kollen Park; June 30, 11-2 pm at the Herrick District Library; and July 30 at the Howard Miller 

Library.  

 

Draft Non-Motorized Plan – Ms. Hoekwater reported that public comments have been 

requested.  Written comments are due June 2, 2014, so that they can be presented to the MACC 

Policy Committee by the next meeting on June 9, 2014. 

 

Green Commute Week, May 12 – 17, 2014 – Ms. Hoekwater reported on an article in the 

Monday, May 12, 2014 issue of the Holland Sentinel, which promotes “finding another way to 

work during Green Commute Week”, as well as a one page promotional issue in the Sunday 

paper, which listed Recharging Stations and details regarding the Commute Challenge.  Ms. 

Hoekwater reminded members of the MACC Transportation Technical Committee that the 

annual Leadership Ride is scheduled for 8:30 am on Saturday, May 17, in Laketown Township. 

Details were posted on the website:  www.the-macc.org/green-commute 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:  June 9, 2014  MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 

http://www.the-macc.org/green-commute

