
 

 

MINUTES 

 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 

November 10, 2014, MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair), Aaron Bodbyl-Mast, Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry Felix, 

John Gutierrez (substitute for Brett Laughlin), Darrell Harden, Paul Lott, Al Meshkin, 

LeighAnn Mikesell, Steve Redmond, Rachael Tupica (call-in), Brian White  

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Robert Maffeo 

 

***It was moved by Mr. Meshkin and supported by Mr. Redmond to approve the 

minutes of October 13, 2014, with a minor correction in the minutes. The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public who wished to speak. 

 

III.  2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Work on the MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan is progressing.  Improvement & 

Expansion projects have been incorporated into the regional travel demand model and were 

approved by the MACC Policy Committee during the meeting of October 27. MACC Staff 

will next be contacting transportation stakeholders and request feedback on the proposed 

projects.  Ms. Hoekwater reported on the following portions of the 2040 LRTP which are 

being finalized in November. 

 

A.  Safety – Using regional collision data, the 2040 LRTP will identify locations where 

vehicle collisions have occurred.  The 2040 LRTP will include a safety analysis which 

resembles the safety chapter from the MACC Non-Motorized Plan. Regional data will also be 

compared with statewide statistics. 

 

B.  Security & Emergency Preparedness – The topics of Security & Emergency 

Preparedness are being integrated into a draft chapter with resources from FEMA’s Ready 

Campaign and Digital Engagement Tookit.  Note: these materials were shared with the 

Technical Committee in September. The Ottawa County Local Emergency Preparedness 

Committee has also offered assistance with the development of this chapter of the LRTP. Mr. 

Meshkin recommended that MACC staff also coordinate with Scott Corbin to incorporate  
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emergency preparedness plans for Allegan County.  Once the chapter is completed, it will be sent to the 

Technical Committee for review. 

 

C.  Environmental Justice Analysis – The EJ Analysis is being developed with a similar methodology 

used for the FY 2014 – 2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) planning document. Proposed 

Improvement & Expansion (I & E) projects are mapped and then locations with low income and minority 

populations are overlayed to analyze impacts. The final EJ analysis will be shared with the Technical 

Committee before the December meeting. 

D.  Financial Analysis – Using I & E projects, resurfacing projects, transit, and other projects proposed 

for the 2040 LRTP, there will be a summary of revenue and expenses in current and future year dollars.  

Mr. Felix asked how the financial analysis will address the Park Township and Ottawa County road 

millages that passed last week.  Ms. Hoekwater explained that the 2040 LRTP will include a narrative 

explaining how the millages are expected to increase revenues and also include a listing of projects 

which would be of top priority.  Mr. Gutierrez commented that the OCRC is currently evaluating 

projects. MACC staff will coordinate with Mr. Laughlin of the Ottawa County Road Commission to 

include the latest priority list 

E.  Schedule Update – A public open house is being planned at the MACC Office on Wednesday, 

December 17, 2014 (9:00 am – 4:00 pm).  Members of the Technical Committee are invited to attend the 

open house and participate as schedules permit. 

 

 

IV. CONGESTION MITIGATION AND AIR QUALITY (CMAQ) PROGRAM DISCUSSION  
- Mr. Bulthuis announced that the official call for projects was released immediately after the October 

Transportation Technical Committee meeting. The call has been expanded to include 5 years (FY 2016 – 

2020). As the MACC has already identified projects to receive local CMAQ funding through FY 2019, 

Mr. Bulthuis asked for feedback from the Committee to combine the CMAQ/STP call and postpone the 

process until the next cycle.  FY 2020 projects would be included in the next Transportation 

Improvement Program (FY 2017-2020 TIP). The Technical Committee would then conduct an annual 

review (January of each year) and consider projects to submit.  Mr. Lott commented that having a list for 

FY 2020 would benefit the region by already having projects reviewed by the CMAQ Committee and 

found to be eligible.  Ms. Tupica added that having a list of future projects adds flexibility – which is a 

goal of recent CMAQ process improvements.  

 

As the CMAQ program will likely be changing to include performance-based requirements of MAP-21, 

the Technical Committee agreed to wait to issue the CMAQ call for projects.  Ms. Tupica and Mr. Lott 

acknowledged that there would be no harm to wait until the combined CMAQ/STP call for projects is 

issued. 
 

V. FY 2014 – 2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AMENDMENTS*** 

Mr. Bulthuis reported on amendments to the FY 2014-2017 program, submitted by the Michigan 

Department of Transportation.  Mr. Harden was in attendance and explained that the trunkline traffic 

operations and safety project is to receive $945,000 in federal funds for the M-40 corridor.  The 

Technical Committee reviewed an aerial photograph illustrating proposed intersection improvements to 

realign Interchange Drive.  The project would permit access TO the Tulip City Truck Stop from M-40 – 
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but turning movements would be restricted as vehicles EXIT. Automobiles and trucks would exit from a 

rear service drive in order to travel northbound.  The project would also include improvements on M-40 

(north of the I-196 ramps), at Cabill Drive and 64th Street. 

 

VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and other members of 

the Technical Committee: 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White reported on the multi-use path on M-40 which began in September and will 

have concrete poured this week.  The City of Holland also began pavement work on the 16th Street 

project (Waverly Road to Quarterline Road).  The project includes a new water main and restoration of 

vegetation behind the curb.  Later this month the City of Holland also plans to begin working on 

Graafchap Road. 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council - Ms. Hoekwater informed the Technical Committee that the 

MACC Policy Committee approved the Non-Motorized Plan on October 27, 2014.  The Plan will be 

posted to the MACC website and will include individual profiles for each community (with individual 

maps which will be regularly updated and reposted to the website). MACC staff is pleased with the final 

product and thanked the Technical Committee for their contribution to the Plan. 

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Report on 2014 PASER Local Road Evaluations – Ms. Ulstad informed the Committee that MACC 

Staff is working with the Ottawa County Road Commission to rate over 300 miles of local roads. This 

year 223 miles of federal aid primary roads were rated by a team including MACC Staff, the Ottawa 

County Road Commission, the City of Holland, and the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

Information on the quality of federal aid and local roads will be helpful to include in the 2040 Long 

Range Transportation Plan.   

 

Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) – Ms. Hoekwater gave a progress report on the 

annual HPMS submittal to the Michigan Department of Transportation. The submittal is due in 

December.  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:   December 8, 2014  MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 


