
MINUTES 

 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 

November 9, 2015, MACC Office 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present: Linda LeFebre (Chair), Scott Nienhuis (Vice Chair), Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry 

Felix, Don Komejan, John Lanum, Brett Laughlin,  Al Meshkin, Leigh Ann Mikesell, Glenn 

Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Brian White 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Dennis Grylicki, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad 

 

***  It was moved by Mr. Laughlin and supported by Mr. Komejan to approve the 

minutes of October 12, 2015. The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No one from the public wished to speak. 

 

III. FY 2017 – 2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)  

Mr. Bulthuis provided an update on tasks to develop the FY 2017-2020 TIP and announced 

that the list of community stakeholders is being updated. Project submittals are due to the 

MACC by December 18. The Transportation Technical Committee discussed the Surface 

Transportation Program (STP) and Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funds. Mr. 

Bulthuis noted that fund balances do not include an inflation factor and are estimated to be flat 

over the next 4 years. An illustrative list will again be used in the TIP process. 

 

IV. NATIONAL/STATE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING UPDATE 

At the National level, it appears that the present level of transportation funding is expected to 

continue.  Mr. Bulthuis reported on discussions of the U.S. House and Senate, expressing 

optimism that a final decision will be made by November 20, to provide more certainty and 

stability to transportation funding. 

 

Mr. Bulthuis reported on a measure passed by Michigan legislators which includes registration 

fees, gas taxes and funding redirected from the general fund. When fully implemented, the 

funds would total $1.2 billion by 2021.  It is still unclear where the money would come from if 

transferred from the general fund. In response to a question about the Road Innovation Fund, 

Mr. Lanum noted that a 3-way formula will be used to distribute funds. 

 

 

Policy Board 

 

 Bill Vanderbilt 

 Blaine Koops 

 Hannes Meyers, Jr. 

 Pankaj Rajadhyaksha 

 

Howard Baumann, Jr. 

Joseph Baumann 

Thomas Bird 

Nancy DeBoer 

Ken DeWeerdt 

Terry Hofmeyer 

Gerald Hunsburger 

John Kleinheksel 

Kevin Klynstra 

John Lanum 

Al Myaard 

Terry Nienhuis 

Jim Storey 

Russ Te Slaa 

Todd Wolters 

 

 Executive Committee 

 

      

       

 Executive 

Committee 

 



MACC Technical Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

November 9, 2015 

Page 2 

 

 

V. WESTRAIN UPDATE 

The Transportation Technical Committee discussed the online marketing campaign through 

www.MItrain.com and learned about website visits and the origin of online searches (primarily from the 

Chicago area). Ms. Hoekwater reviewed FY 2015 ridership numbers for the Pere Marquette passenger 

rail line.  The Holland station activity still represents more than 38% of the riders on the Pere Marquette. 

Ridership over the last 10 years continues to be steady. Though lower gas prices contributed to a 5% 

decrease in ridership this last year, this trend is familiar throughout the Midwest. Amtrak is working to 

boost ridership on the Pere Marquette line through promotions such as student discounts (offered 

through December 17), as well as Smart Fares. This information is located on the MACC website: 

www.the-macc.org/transportation/passenger-rail/.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. M-231 PROJECT UPDATE – Note:  Mr. Bulthuis asked that the FY 2016 Program 

Overview (Item VI. of the Technical Committee meeting agenda) be moved to the December meeting in 

order to allow time to discuss the M-231 project completion and ribbon-cutting ceremony.   

 

The dedication of the M-231 project was held at the north end of the new bridge over the Grand River. 

The opening ceremony included 40 vintage tractors and representatives from the agricultural community, 

State and locally elected officials, and representatives from the Michigan Department of Transportation 

(MDOT). Ottawa County Administrator, Al Vanderberg, spoke to the audience about moving forward to 

plan for the remaining 13 miles from M-45. This perspective is shared by the MACC Technical and 

Policy Committees. Mr. Bulthuis asked how MACC members may partner with representatives from 

Ottawa County, local businesses, and freight stakeholders to demonstrate support for the remaining piece 

of the M-231 corridor. The Committee also discussed how key players may work together to advocate for 

corridor management and focus on corridor preservation within Zeeland Township, Olive Township, and 

Robinson Township.  Recognizing that MDOT has not acquired land proposed for the interchange of I-

196 and much of this land has been developed, a new landing point would have to be identified.  Though 

traffic congestion at the eastern portion of BL-196 and Byron Road is a concern to many freight 

stakeholders, and the MDOT Grand Region has been exploring alternatives, no decision has been made at 

this point. 

http://www.mitrain.com/
http://www.the-macc.org/transportation/passenger-rail/
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VII. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  
The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and other members of 

the Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Grand Region – Mr. Redmond invited members of the 

Transportation Technical Committee to participate in an upcoming webinar on the State Long-Range 

Transportation Plan. Comments may be submitted from Jan. 4 – Feb. 14, 2016.  Mr. Redmond referenced 

the website address for supporting documents:  www.michigan.gov/slrp.  The 2040 MI Transportation 

Plan and final drafts will be available for a 30-day comment period, starting the first week of March 

2016. 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White reported that paving of 16th Street (S. Waverly Road to Hoover Boulevard) 

is complete.  The Central Avenue project will include painting in the coming weeks, before cooler 

temperatures set in.  Mr. White also reported on the new hotel which is to open for business in December 

of 2015. 

 

Park Township – Mr. Felix reported on upcoming projects, including Greenly, 160th, and the Ottawa 

Beach Corridor Gateway study.   

 

 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking – Transit Asset Management – Ms. Hoekwater gave an update on the 

proposed rulemaking on Transit Asset Management (TAM) and the National Transit Database.  The 

proposed rules are intended to assist transit providers to assess the condition of transit assets in order to 

make more informed investment decisions and to maintain a state of good repair.  Challenges of the 

proposed rules are that system performance targets are tied to the TIP and STIP, resulting in additional 

data collection and reporting responsibilities for transit providers as well as metropolitan planning 

organizations (MPO’s).  Ms. Hoekwater reviewed a draft memorandum and comments to be submitted to 

the USDOT suggesting the following: 

 Increase planning funds to meet additional requirements 

 Eliminate 5310 funding from TAM Plan requirements 

 Apply TAM requirements only for FTA funded assets 

 Limit requirements to long-lived assets (value $50,000 or more) 

 Begin with bus fleets and critical assets  

 Phase-in equipment and facilities 

 New requirements phased-in with single effective date for all MAP-21 performance measure 

rules 

 

West Michigan Clean Air Coalition Update – Concerns expressed by Committee members regarding 

the newly announced ground level Ozone standard (in October 2015) were shared with the West 

Michigan Clean Air Coalition last month. Ms. Hoekwater offered some encouragement for the MACC 

area, as there will be two more years before nonattainment designations are determined.  During this time 

period, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) will have the opportunity to 

http://www.michigan.gov/slrp
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validate the latest monitoring data and submit recommendations to the USEPA.  Representatives from the 

Michigan Department of Transportation will also be working with MDEQ staff to analyze impacts and 

discuss future modeling procedures. Staff from the MDEQ and MDOT noted that the USEPA will be 

using air quality monitoring data for the years 2014 through 2016 in the final designations. 

 

 

Macatawa Watershed Project Annual Meeting - Members of the MACC Transportation Technical 

Committee were all invited to attend the annual meeting of the Macatawa Watershed Project on Friday, 

December 4, 2015 (10:00 am) at Holland City Hall. The agenda is to include student presentations and 

the annual Watershed Stakeholder of the Year award. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

*** The Committee agreed to adjourn the meeting and to schedule the next meeting for 

December 14, 2015. 

 

Next Meeting:   December 14, 2015 MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


