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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

November 24, 2014 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Road 

Holland, MI, 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt (Chair), Hannes Meyers Jr., Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry 

Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry 

Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Jim Hayden, Steve Redmond, Darrell Harden, Dennis Cole, Wendy Ogilvie, 

Glen Nykamp, Ed Stielstra  

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Nienhuis, to 

approve the October 27, 2014 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  

 

II.    PRESENTATION: ROGUE RIVER WATERSHED   - Wendy Ogilvie, 

Environmental Programs Director for the Grand Valley Metropolitan Council, and Dennis Cole, 

Engineer at the Ottawa County Water Resource Commissioner’s Office, attended the meeting to 

present a stormwater guidebook that was recently completed in the Rogue River Watershed. The 

guidebook’s purpose is to assist townships with assessing their current stormwater management 

strategies and provide ways to improve community stormwater management. The guidebook 

provides tools and resources for completing assessments and integrating stormwater management 

concepts into planning and zoning. Copies of the guidebook were available and can be provided as 

a pdf. MACC staff will follow up after the meeting and provide digital copies and links to 

additional resources. MACC staff will work on modifying the guidebook for the Macatawa 

Watershed. 
  

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES   

 

A.    SAW Grant Update - Ms. Goward provided a brief update on the activities that  

MACC staff have been working on for the SAW grant that ends in March 2016. The Public 

Education Survey that was presented at a previous Policy Committee meeting was a task in the 

grant and has been completed. A consultant has begun working with the MACC and the county 

Drain and Water Resources Commissioner’s offices to update the post-construction stormwater 

standards. That task is anticipated to be complete by June 2015. MACC staff have continued to 

work through facility assessments and will start developing pollution prevention and good 

housekeeping guidebooks. MACC staff have also been working with MS4 communities to update 

their outfall inventories and the Illicit Discharge Elimination Plan. 

 

B.    West Ottawa Public Schools Partnership - This partnership was initiated by a high  

school government teacher in an effort to bring project based learning to his classroom. Carolyn 

and Kelly spent a day giving presentations to 4 government classes about the MACC, discussing 
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both the transportation and watershed programs. Several weeks later, Carolyn and Kelly spent 

another 2 days in the classrooms hearing presentations from students about their solutions to the 

challenges and problems that we face. All student presentations focused on the watershed project 

and their solutions were around raising awareness, fundraising and recruiting volunteers. MACC 

staff looks forward to continuing to work with the students and our Information and Education 

Team to implement some of their ideas. 

 

C.    Watershed Annual Meeting - An invitation was included in the Policy packet. Kelly 

provided a brief overview of the agenda items that will be included at the annual meeting and 

encouraged RSVPs for anyone that is planning to attend. 

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A. FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed the following amendments contained in a memo included in the agenda 

packet: 
 

FY2015 
Name Limits Length 

(mi) 
Work Federal  

Funds 
Total Funds Agency  Notes 

   64th Avenue Adams St. – 
Byron Rd. 

2 Construct 
nonmotorized 
pathway 
 

$412,500 $640,000 Zeeland 
Township 

Additional 
$10,000 in 
federal 
funding due 
to revised 
cost estimate 
 

 

FY2016 
Name Limits Length 

(mi) 
Work Federal  

Funds 
Total Funds Agency  Notes 

Trunkline 
Traffic 
Operations & 
Safety 
 

General 
Program 
Account 

 Intersection 
improvements w/ 
traffic signal 
 

$945,000 $1,040,812 MDOT 
 

For work 
between 
Waverly Rd. 
and 52nd St. 
on M-40. 
 

 

Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Bird and supported by Mr. Klynstra 

to amend the FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program as presented in 

the staff memo dated November 17, 2014.  Motion carried.  
 

B.  M-40 Improvement Update – Mr. Harden from the MDOT Southwest Region updated 

the committee on MDOT’s preferred option for improving M-40 in the vicinity of the Tulip City 

truck stop. He noted that a new signal on a realigned Interchange Drive was the option selected by 

the department.  He noted that improvements north of the interchange with I-196, most notably the 

realignment of 64th Street with Cabill Dr. are also planned.  Discussion followed with Mr. Bulthuis 

concluding by thanking MDOT for their dedication to identifying measures to improve safety and 

funding those measures in the upcoming years.    

 

C.   2040 Long Range Transportation Plan – Ms. Hoekwater reported on tasks to complete 

the MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.  Improve & Expand (I&E) projects have been 

incorporated into the regional travel demand model and were approved by the MACC Policy 
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Committee during the meeting of October 27. Transportation stakeholders have been contacted and 

were asked to comment on the proposed projects. 

 

Ms. Hoekwater gave an update on topics to be included in the 2040 Long Range Transportation 

Plan. Draft chapters are being prepared on the following items: 

 

Safety – Collision data is being reviewed to identify locations where vehicle collisions have 

occurred.  Staff is seeking guidance from the Michigan State Policy to compare this data with 

statistics statewide.  

Security & Emergency Preparedness – Resources from FEMA’s Ready Campaign and Digital 

Engagement Toolkit were shared with the Technical Committee in September and provided 

background on emergency preparedness strategies. The Ottawa County Local Emergency 

Preparedness Committee has also offered assistance with the development of this chapter of the 

LRTP. 

Freight – A draft chapter will be reviewed by the MACC Freight Planning Task Force and will be 

presented to the Policy Committee in December. 

Environmental Justice Analysis – For this analysis proposed I & E projects are mapped and then 

locations with low income and minority populations are overlaid to analyze impacts. 

Financial Analysis – Using I & E projects, resurfacing projects, transit, and other projects 

proposed for the 2040 LRTP, a summary of revenue and expenses is being prepared in current and 

future year dollars.  

 

Ms. Hoekwater also informed the Policy Committee that a public open house is being planned at 

the MACC Office on Wednesday, December 17, 2014 (11:00 am – 4:00 pm).  Members of the 

Policy Committee are invited to attend the open house and participate as schedules permit. 

 

D.  State Revenues for Transportation – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the state Senate had 

recently taken action to increase state revenues for transportation.  The bills passed met the 

three criteria that the Committee supported in relation to the topic: 
 

1. Increase revenues by at least 1.2B 

2. Distributes the new revenue through existing Act 51 formulas 

3. Does not result in revenue reductions to local units of government 
 

Mr. Bulthuis asked for confirmation that these criteria are still the position of the Committee and 

should be reiterated with state House representatives who are expected to look at the issue in the 

coming weeks.  There was consensus on the three existing criteria.  
   

E.   MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum did not have any additional comments 

beyond the recent activity by the state Senate discussed previously.    

 

V.  SERVICE DELIVERY COMMITTEE UPDATE – Mr. Bulthuis stated that he 

wanted to provide an update on the activities of the Service Delivery Committee.  He reviewed a 

summary of activities contained in the agenda packet highlighting that: 

 $$ has been saved through modifications to existing services 

 A greater level of service has been achieved through the same cost 

 There have been numerous collaborations beyond the 21 identified in the original plan 

 There is value in the dialogue when the committee meets 
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VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 

A.    Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

representing revenues and expenditures through October.  Revenues are at 35.6% and expenses at 

4.4%.   He asked if there were any questions.  There were no questions. 

 

B.   MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the Executive 

Committee Report was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions 

concerning the document. There were no questions.  

   

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Glen Nykamp commented on an episode of 60 Minutes that 

discussed the condition of bridges in the United States and noted that many are in need of repair 

and that sufficient funding will be of the upmost importance to keep our bridges safe around the 

country.  

 

VIII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 

A. Host Member: Terry Hofmeyer welcomed everyone to Laketown Township. The park 

adjacent to the township hall has been completed with the help of dredge materials to create the 

ball fields, picnic areas and open space. The township also has a wetland on the property that has 

been protected. Laketown is also in the process of developing a solar project that will be installed at 

Shore Acres Park. 

  
B. Other Members:  Jerry Hunsburger asked if the MACC was planning on creating a 

similar guide book for the Macatawa Watershed as the one presented from the Rouge River. Ms. 

Goward said that the Watershed Project would gladly recreate the book for our area.  

 

IX.  OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt noted 

that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on December 22, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. 

at the Zeeland Township Hall. There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. 

Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Kleinheksel to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, December 22, 2014 

12:00 noon at 

Zeeland Township Hall  

6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, MI, 49464 


